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Great Nicobar Island has been home to rich
biodiversity and indigenous communities for over
1000s of years. Hosting one Biosphere Reserve,
two National Parks, and abundant coastal and
marine diversity, this island is of high
conservation importance. This is an updated
version of the interactive timeline that traces the
contemporary conservation history of this unique
island - click on each item to learn more.  

This timeline is an initial outcome of ongoing work at the
Centre for Technology Alternatives for Rural Areas
(CTARA), IIT Bombay, as part of  "Geo-Spatial Mapping of
28 years of media reporting on livelihoods and wildlife
conservation in India" supported by the DST-GiSE Hub at
IIT Bombay and “A digital archive of Great Nicobar Island”
supported by JP Narayan Centre of Excellence in the
Humanities, IIT Indore.

Prepared by Srishti Saxena, Kamal Kumari, and Pankaj
Sekhsaria with critical help and inputs from a number of
other researchers.
Contact: psekhsaria@gmail.com
Published on 31.05.2024  
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The swamp of Magar nallah as seen from the watch tower of the Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve. The Breakwater jetty at Campbell Bay is
visible in the background. 

Cover photo: The beach of Auk Rafaiynh, more commonly
known as the B-Quarry beach in Campbell Bay which was
quarried for making the Campbell Bay jetty (Picture by:
Kamal Kumari). 
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

AAI: Airports Authority of India
AAJVS: Andaman Adim Janjati Vikas Samiti
AC: Assistant Commissioner
ACF: Assistant Conservator of Forest

ALHW: Andaman Lakshadweep Harbour Works
ALF: Andaman Labour Force

ANPATR: Andaman and Nicobar (Protection of
Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956

ANPCC: Andaman & Nicobar Pollution Control
Committee

ANIIDCO: Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated
Development Corporation Limited

A&N: Andaman and Nicobar Islands
CA: Compensatory Afforestation
CERD: Committee on the Elimination of Racial

Discrimination
CM: Chief Minister
COP11: 11th Conference of the Parties
CRZ: Coastal Regulation Zone
DLC: District Level Committee
DPR: Detailed Project Report
EAC: Expert Appraisal Committee
EERI: Earthquake Engineering Research Institute
EIA: Environmental Impact Assessment
EoI: Expression of Interest
ESZ: Eco-Sensitive Zone
FAC: Forest Advisory Committee
FD: Forest Department
FRA: The Scheduled Tribes and Other

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006

GNBR: Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve
GNI: Great Nicobar Island
GoI: Government of India

IAS: Indian Administrative Service

ICRZ: Island Coastal Zone Regulation

ICTT: International Container Transshipment
Terminal

IIMP: Integrated Island Management Plan
IPZ: Island Protection Zone Notification

ISRO: Indian Space Research Organisation

JV: Joint venture

LA: Little Andaman

MHA: Ministry of Home Affairs

MoEF: Ministry of Environment and Forests

MoEFCC: Ministry of Environment, Forests, and
Climate Change

MoTA: Ministry of Tribal Affairs
MP: Member of Parliament
NCSCM: National Centre for Sustainable Coastal

Management
NCST: National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
NCZMA: National Coastal Zone Management

Authority
NGT: National Green Tribunal
NOC: No Objection Certificate
NP: National Park

RTI:

PA: Protected Area
PfR: Pre-feasibility Report
PM: Prime Minister

PMB: Port Management Board

PVTG: Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group

RfP: Request for Proposals
Right To Information

SDLC: Sub-Divisional Level Committee
SLMC: State Level Monitoring Committee

SPV: Special Purpose Vehicle

ToR: Terms of Reference

TSP: Transshipment port

UN: United Nations

WII: Wildlife Institute of India

WLS: Wildlife Sanctuary

ZSI: Zoological Survey of India
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High Powered CommitteeHPC:

MoPSW: Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

SIA: Social Impact Assessment



ANPATR promulgated (in 1956),
amended (until 2004)

1956-2004 

Feb 2007 
WII conducts survey on impact of
tsunami on A&N flora and fauna,
especially the Nicobar megapode

Oct 2011 
Conservation genetics study by WII

records return of leatherback turtles
to GNI (especially Galathea Bay)

after tsunami
2015 

PMB calls for an EoI for the
establishment of TSP & free trade

warehousing zone in A&N

Apr 2005
EERI publishes report recording
land subsidence in GNI due to the
2004 earthquake

Minister of Shipping states that a
feasibility report for TSP in GNI is
being prepared, responding to
Bishnu Pada Ray in the Lok Sabha

2012
MoEF (now, MoEFCC) publishes
report on India's Biosphere Reserves
for COP11, with a section on GNBR

22 May 2015
Policy on Shompen Tribe of GNI is
published

19 Apr 2010

Location of GNI in India (source: AECOM, 2021)
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AECOM's technical report states
that cruise facility is the only

feasible option at GNI, building a
port is not favourable

Jul 2016 

Jan 2017 
Study on distribution and status of
leatherback turtles in the Nicobar

islands reveals Galathea bay as the
most important nesting site

08 Mar 2019 
ICRZ notification published, which

categorises GNI as Group I
category of bigger oceanic islands >

1000 sq km
22 May 2019 

FAC recommends that CA for forest
diversion in states/UTs with high

forest cover can be carried out in
forest-deficient states/UTs

02 Sep 2019 
Tender issued for assessment of

regulatory framework and options
for restructuring PMB, ALHW, and

ALF into a new JV/SPV
2019 

NITI Aayog commissions video
report on stakeholder's views on
development in GNI (posted on

A&N Collective's YouTube channel)
11 Aug 2020 
PM Narendra Modi announces a
TSP project in GNI involving an

investment of Rs. 10,000 crore

Nov 2016
Ministry of Shipping, Indian Ports
Association publishes final report
for Sagarmala (Vol. VI), containing
AECOM's July 2016 technical report

NITI Aayog presentation mentions
TSP at South Bay, eco-tourism site
at GNI, and a committee to address
‘land issues’ for LA and GNI

May 2019
NITI Aayog publishes 'Transforming
the islands,' containing a SWOC
analysis for the suitability of GNI
for the holistic development plan

18 Jun 2019
NCZMA approves ICRZ plans of
Middle Andaman, Car Nicobar, GNI
and IIMP of Kamorta island in its
38th meeting

26 Dec 2019
WAPCOS Limited issues tender for
a traffic study for TSP at South Bay
(Galathea Bay), GNI

22 Jun 2020
Three firms including Adani show
interest in the A&N PMB's EoI for
the TSP at GNI, GoI grants in-
principle approval to the project

10 Aug 2018

04 Sep 2020 
Director, Tribal Welfare, A&N,

constitutes an empowered
committee to examine NITI Aayog's

proposals for LA and GNI

26 Aug 2020
NCSCM submits draft ICRZ and
Coastal land use maps for GNI,
calls for suggestions and comments

07 Sep 2020
NITI Aayog issues a 201-page RfP
for 'Preparation of Master Plan for
Holistic Development of GNI'
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NITI Aayog releases statement of
queries from bidders and responses

regarding RfP for GNI

Sep 2020 

28 Oct 2020 
Draft notification published which
declares 65.81 sq km ESZ with an

extent of 0-1 km around Campbell
Bay NP

Nov 2020 
India Brand Equity Foundation's

(Adani Ports) presentation on
ports mentions the proposed TSP

under ‘Recent Trends and Studies’
18 Nov 2020 
MoTA issues a no-objection letter

for the denotification of Tribal
Reserve in GNI

07 Oct 2020
A&N FD sends proposal to
MoEFCC for diversion of forest
land for sustainable development
in GNI (Phase-I)

Draft notification published which
declares 14.93 sq km ESZ with an
extent of 0-1 km around Galathea
NP

04 Nov 2020
NCZMA approves recategorisation
of GNI from Group I to Group II in
its 41st meeting

28 Oct 2020
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The eastern flank of Galathea Bay, where the port is proposed, is visited by four species of marine turtles to lay their eggs every nesting season. 
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01 Jan 2021 
Notification recategorising GNI
from Group I (>1000 sq km) to

Group II (>100 but <1000 sq km) is
published

18 Jan 2021 
ESZ Expert Committee approves 0-
1 km extent ESZs around Campbell

Bay NP and Galathea NP in its
44th meeting

19 Jan 2021 
MoEFCC releases National Marine

Turtle Action Plan

22 Dec 2020
ANIIDCO submits documents to
MoEFCC for forest diversion in GNI 

05 Jan 2021
NBWL approves denotification of
Galathea Bay and Megapode
WLSs in its 60th meeting

18 Jan 2021
MoEFCC's letter to A&N FD
mentions previous letters seeking
approval of the central government
for diversion of forests in GNI

25 Jan 2021 
Galathea WLS is denotified

25 Jan 2021
Megapode WLS is denotified

19 Feb 2021
Proposal for airport is posted/last
updated on the India Investment
Grid website
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A young Nicobar long-tailed macaque, an endemic species found in three islands of Nicobar group: Great Nicobar, Little Nicobar, and
Katchal. About 9.6 lakh trees are slated to be axed for the GNI project, taking away their preferred habitats and pushing them to depend
on human spaces and foods for survival.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EcqdotyLBaM_soZBwpupP7lYLHcgDsac/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M73przSgW-FJqtU59d3VE-rxApo5JifY/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M73przSgW-FJqtU59d3VE-rxApo5JifY/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M73przSgW-FJqtU59d3VE-rxApo5JifY/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16ZdlwJzN9JqLPMhwzbnKEL2IcYB5bVfC/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16ZdlwJzN9JqLPMhwzbnKEL2IcYB5bVfC/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16ZdlwJzN9JqLPMhwzbnKEL2IcYB5bVfC/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cPTrZ6yKElI8ddF6KceRUbcfR6XsCTUD/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cPTrZ6yKElI8ddF6KceRUbcfR6XsCTUD/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cPTrZ6yKElI8ddF6KceRUbcfR6XsCTUD/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cPTrZ6yKElI8ddF6KceRUbcfR6XsCTUD/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-GYEj1JCHugMfTCJ0ONEvafZiQM6mKlw/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QwJ3fWgnjAYJuygGG3EqOUxNNENqfMhv/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MjHepjwTSbggvVR22PgE2sZ4SvhIWzvK/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MjHepjwTSbggvVR22PgE2sZ4SvhIWzvK/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MjHepjwTSbggvVR22PgE2sZ4SvhIWzvK/view?usp=share_link


Mar 2021 
AECOM publishes a 126-page PfR

titled: 'Holistic Development of
GNI at A&N' with NITI Aayog as

the client
02 Mar 2021 
ANIIDCO is designated as the
nodal agency to implement the

holistic development plan for GNI

03 Apr 2021 
Project is listed under 'Investment

opportunities in maritime sector' in
a presentation at the India

Maritime Summit

02 Mar 2021
ANIIDCO sends proposal to the
EAC for the issue of ToR for
conducting EIA study

17 Mar 2021
258th EAC Infra-I meeting is held;
no decision taken as proponent
made a presentation instead of
submitting the requisite documents

14 Apr 2021 
WII conducts a survey to

understand current status of
beaches in GNI with respect to sea

turtles as part of EIA

05 Apr 2021
EAC Infra-I recommends GNI
proposal for grant of ToR for EIA
studies in its 260th meeting

06 May 2021
NITI Aayog responds to an RTI
saying "no vision document has
been prepared for proposed
development plans in GNI"

A Fiddler Crab as seen on a beach in Campbell Bay. Their burrows allow water to penetrate deep into the sand making it an oxygen rich
environment for mangrove roots and soil microbes. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/11aUwe01Z5su1WlaXagSpLUtAMoCV7k1K/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11aUwe01Z5su1WlaXagSpLUtAMoCV7k1K/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11aUwe01Z5su1WlaXagSpLUtAMoCV7k1K/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11aUwe01Z5su1WlaXagSpLUtAMoCV7k1K/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1taT8WlvaRYmJuJN_T_Qagw49-FBwgZbg/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1taT8WlvaRYmJuJN_T_Qagw49-FBwgZbg/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1taT8WlvaRYmJuJN_T_Qagw49-FBwgZbg/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yzKf4MRWR90ii9xgu99DYLVlgl5IbIR_/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yzKf4MRWR90ii9xgu99DYLVlgl5IbIR_/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yzKf4MRWR90ii9xgu99DYLVlgl5IbIR_/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yzKf4MRWR90ii9xgu99DYLVlgl5IbIR_/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VVMgO72xMWmNzA_Q-IA4_idnt4ellAKj/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VVMgO72xMWmNzA_Q-IA4_idnt4ellAKj/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VVMgO72xMWmNzA_Q-IA4_idnt4ellAKj/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NXnrSAr356OifiJO38sN2_KGNh0m0m60/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NXnrSAr356OifiJO38sN2_KGNh0m0m60/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NXnrSAr356OifiJO38sN2_KGNh0m0m60/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NXnrSAr356OifiJO38sN2_KGNh0m0m60/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wxFqT_uPktvN0LNPl_VbbuvgfF-lJLpU/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wxFqT_uPktvN0LNPl_VbbuvgfF-lJLpU/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wxFqT_uPktvN0LNPl_VbbuvgfF-lJLpU/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wxFqT_uPktvN0LNPl_VbbuvgfF-lJLpU/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L8qNvpw9vEtKKvH2qzI9vO3xa36BcEHa/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L8qNvpw9vEtKKvH2qzI9vO3xa36BcEHa/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L8qNvpw9vEtKKvH2qzI9vO3xa36BcEHa/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fwE5AVObD2biV-1-EQo5W51VZ66NfD1X/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fwE5AVObD2biV-1-EQo5W51VZ66NfD1X/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fwE5AVObD2biV-1-EQo5W51VZ66NfD1X/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fwE5AVObD2biV-1-EQo5W51VZ66NfD1X/view?usp=share_link


MoEFCC issues ToR for EIA to
ANIIDCO

14 Jun 2021 
Turtle researchers send a letter to

the concerned authorities about the
impact of development projects in

LA and GNI
28 Jul 2021 
ZSI prepares a report on the

conservation of flora and fauna of
GNI as a part of the EIA

Aug 2021 
ISRO publishes the Shoreline

Change Atlas of India, indicating
the instability of the shoreline at

Galathea Bay 
10 Aug 2021 

ACF, A&N signs undertaking
regarding the CA scheme and kml

file for double degraded forest
area in Madhya Pradesh

12 Aug 2021 
Department of Tribal Welfare, A&N

gives certification that any
exemptions needed from existing

laws will be provided
24 Dec 2021 

Tehsildar, Patwari, and AC,
Campbell Bay sign undertaking

regarding land acquisition for the
airport and road infrastructure

07 Jun 2021
WII responds to an RTI saying it
has never conducted "any study
exclusively on leatherback turtles of
A&N"

Proposal for TSP is posted/last
updated on the India Investment
Grid website

Aug 2021
AECOM submits a Preliminary
Engineering Design Report for the
ICTT at Galathea Bay to NITI
Aayog

10 Aug 2021
Secretary (Power), Secretariat, A&N
signs undertaking regarding the
proposed power plant

11 Aug 2021
ANIIDCO, the proponent, signs
undertaking stating that it does not
have any environmental policy

18 Nov 2021
IPZ, 2011 is amended to allow for
the setting up of a gas based power
plant is in ICRZ III area

20 Jul 2021

28 Dec 2021 
Draft EIA report is uploaded on the

ANPCC website

26 Dec 2021
Public hearing is announced in local
newspaper

27 Jan 2022
Public hearing is held in Campbell
Bay
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25 May 2021 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F_BGVjbEDt2B-vm4Q6AZybMapjqnXhbK/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F_BGVjbEDt2B-vm4Q6AZybMapjqnXhbK/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-M4dcD8Cy2t3pYSEgsRtjXmSvKBwhsb5/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-M4dcD8Cy2t3pYSEgsRtjXmSvKBwhsb5/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-M4dcD8Cy2t3pYSEgsRtjXmSvKBwhsb5/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-M4dcD8Cy2t3pYSEgsRtjXmSvKBwhsb5/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cr9goiV5uvEA1uoH3yTKz1lIJPKYE3dE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cr9goiV5uvEA1uoH3yTKz1lIJPKYE3dE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cr9goiV5uvEA1uoH3yTKz1lIJPKYE3dE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iGpddrpERbP3rmyD1KmzWWl5pcpC4F0B/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iGpddrpERbP3rmyD1KmzWWl5pcpC4F0B/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iGpddrpERbP3rmyD1KmzWWl5pcpC4F0B/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iGpddrpERbP3rmyD1KmzWWl5pcpC4F0B/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iGpddrpERbP3rmyD1KmzWWl5pcpC4F0B/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13XMY9TedUR7yns8wMwt9acZFAjJRkRHU/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13XMY9TedUR7yns8wMwt9acZFAjJRkRHU/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13XMY9TedUR7yns8wMwt9acZFAjJRkRHU/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13XMY9TedUR7yns8wMwt9acZFAjJRkRHU/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18s47b_rl-Kdwhqsr01gF1svxBryx0K-t/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18s47b_rl-Kdwhqsr01gF1svxBryx0K-t/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18s47b_rl-Kdwhqsr01gF1svxBryx0K-t/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18s47b_rl-Kdwhqsr01gF1svxBryx0K-t/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FAfrqWnKhnsDW3-yD3Ze2mgFzIIj0r6-/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FAfrqWnKhnsDW3-yD3Ze2mgFzIIj0r6-/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FAfrqWnKhnsDW3-yD3Ze2mgFzIIj0r6-/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FAfrqWnKhnsDW3-yD3Ze2mgFzIIj0r6-/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o3DMoXRh8ndgu4BRnxtV-R9-Sg74cPP_/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o3DMoXRh8ndgu4BRnxtV-R9-Sg74cPP_/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o3DMoXRh8ndgu4BRnxtV-R9-Sg74cPP_/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o3DMoXRh8ndgu4BRnxtV-R9-Sg74cPP_/view?usp=share_link
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/nip-project/704141
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/nip-project/704141
https://indiainvestmentgrid.gov.in/opportunities/nip-project/704141
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17013v3DjcKHGnBte9tWBrbVHLzVG_CfH/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17013v3DjcKHGnBte9tWBrbVHLzVG_CfH/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17013v3DjcKHGnBte9tWBrbVHLzVG_CfH/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17013v3DjcKHGnBte9tWBrbVHLzVG_CfH/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CXnThgZ3mbuN6w-uvYyWAexvMDIJtMP3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CXnThgZ3mbuN6w-uvYyWAexvMDIJtMP3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CXnThgZ3mbuN6w-uvYyWAexvMDIJtMP3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pCs7A-WrAqyfUT0QVHLtNUxiBjuqi4sp/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pCs7A-WrAqyfUT0QVHLtNUxiBjuqi4sp/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pCs7A-WrAqyfUT0QVHLtNUxiBjuqi4sp/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KQ6DVTb2PBcb5kfM6qfNv25Vjm00To39/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KQ6DVTb2PBcb5kfM6qfNv25Vjm00To39/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KQ6DVTb2PBcb5kfM6qfNv25Vjm00To39/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EM6NpI9xEVtJct6RKmtitA-0N_dUZz8f/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EM6NpI9xEVtJct6RKmtitA-0N_dUZz8f/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZPOa9Hzx74gmH-ihZ8F8LlN_iuzmbhYB/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZPOa9Hzx74gmH-ihZ8F8LlN_iuzmbhYB/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OZ9dZ5lGDa1QJOoxLLOI3REeCJhP_y36/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OZ9dZ5lGDa1QJOoxLLOI3REeCJhP_y36/view?usp=share_link


The Supreme Court directs
petitioner challenging the de-

notification of Galathea WLS to
approach the concerned High Court

04 Mar 2022 

07 Mar 2022 
ANIIDCO submits the final EIA

report and application for
environmental and CRZ clearance

to EAC Infra-I
21 Mar 2022 

MHA declares WLSs on Little
Nicobar, Menchal, and Meroe
islands (announced during the

306th EAC Infra-I meeting)
29 Apr 2022 

UN CERD writes to the GoI
enquiring about protection for and

compliance with existing laws for
the vulnerable tribal groups of A&N

05 Mar 2022
ANIIDCO signs undertaking
regarding procedure for CRZ
approval for the project

AAI releases tender to appoint a
technical consultant to prepare a
DPR for Greenfield International
Airport at Chingenh in GNI

24 Mar 2022
293rd EAC Infra-I meeting is held;
proposal is deferred as documents
were submitted just two days prior
to the meeting

09 May 2022
Project proponent responds to the
additional details sought in the
293rd EAC Infra-I meeting held on
24th March

17 Mar 2022
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Daniel’s forest lizard, a highly under-studied species known only from Great Nicobar Island. Nothing is known about it’s distribution on the
island.
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https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/sc-asks-petitioner-challenging-de-notification-of-galathea-bay-wildlife-sanctuary-to-approach-hc20220304195041/
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/sc-asks-petitioner-challenging-de-notification-of-galathea-bay-wildlife-sanctuary-to-approach-hc20220304195041/
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/sc-asks-petitioner-challenging-de-notification-of-galathea-bay-wildlife-sanctuary-to-approach-hc20220304195041/
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/sc-asks-petitioner-challenging-de-notification-of-galathea-bay-wildlife-sanctuary-to-approach-hc20220304195041/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cpLGRXjdYeq2qUJfZgkkUg9Ejia2z5uc?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cpLGRXjdYeq2qUJfZgkkUg9Ejia2z5uc?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cpLGRXjdYeq2qUJfZgkkUg9Ejia2z5uc?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cpLGRXjdYeq2qUJfZgkkUg9Ejia2z5uc?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0rLKBya_nq5Nl-prP4zkY3M_gkkt-O6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0rLKBya_nq5Nl-prP4zkY3M_gkkt-O6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0rLKBya_nq5Nl-prP4zkY3M_gkkt-O6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0rLKBya_nq5Nl-prP4zkY3M_gkkt-O6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h5J9Nq0VoVTksz-cc8kaf1TiXRoSLEeB/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h5J9Nq0VoVTksz-cc8kaf1TiXRoSLEeB/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h5J9Nq0VoVTksz-cc8kaf1TiXRoSLEeB/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h5J9Nq0VoVTksz-cc8kaf1TiXRoSLEeB/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OSq1G7D6W7DDqK9BF38MCTLkIcaAOHJy/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OSq1G7D6W7DDqK9BF38MCTLkIcaAOHJy/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OSq1G7D6W7DDqK9BF38MCTLkIcaAOHJy/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JaCB0z9OzXFALB-e3JMHR0UtfLbO-Gon/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JaCB0z9OzXFALB-e3JMHR0UtfLbO-Gon/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JaCB0z9OzXFALB-e3JMHR0UtfLbO-Gon/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JaCB0z9OzXFALB-e3JMHR0UtfLbO-Gon/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ad8OmbNVqQNVLm_5MicVHcDIpI-t35Da/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ad8OmbNVqQNVLm_5MicVHcDIpI-t35Da/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ad8OmbNVqQNVLm_5MicVHcDIpI-t35Da/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ad8OmbNVqQNVLm_5MicVHcDIpI-t35Da/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QH7JycLqOX6B7J7QIG4M_Suy8xPcJe7W/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QH7JycLqOX6B7J7QIG4M_Suy8xPcJe7W/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QH7JycLqOX6B7J7QIG4M_Suy8xPcJe7W/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QH7JycLqOX6B7J7QIG4M_Suy8xPcJe7W/view?usp=share_link


An adult Nicobar Tree Shrew photographed at Galathea Bay. It is an Endangered endemic found only in Great Nicobar and Little Nicobar
islands and is a strictly arboreal animal.  
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.16 May 2022 

Haryana Tourism Corporation
issues an EoI for the Aravalli

Safari Park in Gurugram and Nuh,
spread over 10,000 acres

07 Jun 2022 
The President directs Lieutenant

Governor, A&N to assume the
powers and functions of the State

Government under FRA

26 Jul 2022 
Directorate of Tribal Welfare, A&N

announces the constitution of the
SDLCs, DLCs, and SLMC and the

ToR for each under the FRA

24 May 2022

EAC Infra-I designates airport as a
joint military-civil facility and
notifies PAs for turtles, megapodes,
and corals at its 297th meeting

08 Jun 2022
Ministry of Shipping, GoI, declares
Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port
Trust as nodal agency for the
proposed port 

11 Aug 2022 
'Special Gram Sabha' notice is

issued for FRA considerations of
SDLC/DLC surrounding

development plans in GNI

Aug 2022
Centre for Financial Accountability
publishes a compendium of 3 NPs
threatened by infrastructure
projects, including Galathea NP

12 Aug 2022
Gram Sabha meeting deciding that
forest within Gram Panchayat
boundaries may be diverted for
development plans in GNI is held
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZR28wRp-CxY-QgeQ0zra93Ygduct2XZX/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZR28wRp-CxY-QgeQ0zra93Ygduct2XZX/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZR28wRp-CxY-QgeQ0zra93Ygduct2XZX/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZR28wRp-CxY-QgeQ0zra93Ygduct2XZX/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ortRGO4syj7FpiYUSZbriPthLszTr5YY/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ortRGO4syj7FpiYUSZbriPthLszTr5YY/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ortRGO4syj7FpiYUSZbriPthLszTr5YY/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ortRGO4syj7FpiYUSZbriPthLszTr5YY/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ctmtY9uWszWa6hlHmgiY5nf3hLUfa_lx/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ctmtY9uWszWa6hlHmgiY5nf3hLUfa_lx/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ctmtY9uWszWa6hlHmgiY5nf3hLUfa_lx/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ctmtY9uWszWa6hlHmgiY5nf3hLUfa_lx/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CINYIX_F9rBDcGBLQzT3_e12OGpnw-jh/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CINYIX_F9rBDcGBLQzT3_e12OGpnw-jh/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CINYIX_F9rBDcGBLQzT3_e12OGpnw-jh/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CINYIX_F9rBDcGBLQzT3_e12OGpnw-jh/view?usp=share_link
https://www.telegraphindia.com/business/syama-prasad-mookerjee-port-asked-to-prepare-report-on-nicobar-hub/cid/1868894
https://www.telegraphindia.com/business/syama-prasad-mookerjee-port-asked-to-prepare-report-on-nicobar-hub/cid/1868894
https://www.telegraphindia.com/business/syama-prasad-mookerjee-port-asked-to-prepare-report-on-nicobar-hub/cid/1868894
https://www.telegraphindia.com/business/syama-prasad-mookerjee-port-asked-to-prepare-report-on-nicobar-hub/cid/1868894
https://www.telegraphindia.com/business/syama-prasad-mookerjee-port-asked-to-prepare-report-on-nicobar-hub/cid/1868894
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vwZJqZLK3YoaYDLGYtCEwsLomrDUtFRe/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vwZJqZLK3YoaYDLGYtCEwsLomrDUtFRe/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vwZJqZLK3YoaYDLGYtCEwsLomrDUtFRe/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vwZJqZLK3YoaYDLGYtCEwsLomrDUtFRe/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mguV3_gPEDzUKbaZy3zkTNRZtFudnhnb/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mguV3_gPEDzUKbaZy3zkTNRZtFudnhnb/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mguV3_gPEDzUKbaZy3zkTNRZtFudnhnb/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mguV3_gPEDzUKbaZy3zkTNRZtFudnhnb/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PtsLOuYMzderSOaOw6oc6e5xV8k1gtmi?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PtsLOuYMzderSOaOw6oc6e5xV8k1gtmi?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PtsLOuYMzderSOaOw6oc6e5xV8k1gtmi?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PtsLOuYMzderSOaOw6oc6e5xV8k1gtmi?usp=share_link


Pramukh, Up-Pramukh, AAJVS
representative, and Chairman of
the Tribal Council sign NOC for

forest diversion

16 Aug 2022 

19 Aug 2022 
Project proponent responds to the

additional details sought in the
297th EAC Infra-I meeting held on

24th May
22 Aug 2022 

EAC Infra-I recommends project for
grant of Environmental and CRZ

Clearance in its 306th meeting

30 Aug 2022 
Nicobar Times interviews Campbell

Bay Pramukh regarding the
residents' stand on the proposed

projects

18 Aug 2022
Deputy Commissioner, Nicobar,
issues certificate of FRA process
completion 

The Nicobarese community appeals
for relocation to Chingenh and Pulo
Bhabhi (sites proposed for the port
and airport)

28 Aug 2022
The Nicobarese community opposes
the declaration of WLSs in the
islands of Menchal, Meroe, and
Little Nicobar

20 Aug 2022

Working on the coastal road just outside Campbell Bay in 2006. It was washed out by the December 2004 earthquake and tsunami.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_u8UHI7kupiRajYtPv54mvxLEvNKrP1s/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_u8UHI7kupiRajYtPv54mvxLEvNKrP1s/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_u8UHI7kupiRajYtPv54mvxLEvNKrP1s/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_u8UHI7kupiRajYtPv54mvxLEvNKrP1s/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l3vesnIz1EXEjd5pLoJo4ZIsatEgUSGO/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l3vesnIz1EXEjd5pLoJo4ZIsatEgUSGO/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l3vesnIz1EXEjd5pLoJo4ZIsatEgUSGO/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l3vesnIz1EXEjd5pLoJo4ZIsatEgUSGO/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0rLKBya_nq5Nl-prP4zkY3M_gkkt-O6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0rLKBya_nq5Nl-prP4zkY3M_gkkt-O6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0rLKBya_nq5Nl-prP4zkY3M_gkkt-O6/view?usp=share_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BizG6atvprg&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BizG6atvprg&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BizG6atvprg&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BizG6atvprg&t=5s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dBZvGWDUo0T_cfl9J4BoL2K3XZZqm1n0/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dBZvGWDUo0T_cfl9J4BoL2K3XZZqm1n0/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dBZvGWDUo0T_cfl9J4BoL2K3XZZqm1n0/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dBZvGWDUo0T_cfl9J4BoL2K3XZZqm1n0/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18oJmTkRmtsbKGc_AgLa7an_K0yqxK-Ex/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18oJmTkRmtsbKGc_AgLa7an_K0yqxK-Ex/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18oJmTkRmtsbKGc_AgLa7an_K0yqxK-Ex/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18oJmTkRmtsbKGc_AgLa7an_K0yqxK-Ex/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LyrT9jFadnpEmbzQ0hU9Y05zfCVwnesn/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LyrT9jFadnpEmbzQ0hU9Y05zfCVwnesn/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LyrT9jFadnpEmbzQ0hU9Y05zfCVwnesn/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LyrT9jFadnpEmbzQ0hU9Y05zfCVwnesn/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LyrT9jFadnpEmbzQ0hU9Y05zfCVwnesn/view?usp=share_link


Meeting to be chaired by the Deputy
Commissioner, Nicobar, is

announced, to discuss the relocation
appeal put forth by the Nicobarese

22 Sep 2022 

03 Oct 2022 
Leatherback WLS is declared in

Little Nicobar Island

06 Oct 2022 
Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar

announces the Aravalli Safari park 3
weeks before forest clearance was

granted to the GNI project
10 Oct 2022 

Keshav Chandra, Chief Secretary,
A&N Islands, makes a speech

regarding the GNI project

27 Oct 2022 
MoEFCC grants Forest Clearance to

the GNI Holistic Development
project

11 Nov 2022 
MoEFCC grants Environmental

Clearance to the GNI Holistic
Development project

18 Nov 2022 
MoTA (PVTG Division) says they
have no information on the tribal

communities of A&N, transfers RTI
query back to MHA

03 Oct 2022
Coral WLS is declared in Meroe
island

Megapode WLS is declared in
Menchal island

06 Oct 2022
Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar
announces that funds for the
Aravalli safari park would be
sourced from ANIIDCO

22 Oct 2022
Kuldeep Rai Sharma, MP, A&N
writes to the Lieutenant Governor
regarding the appeal of relocation
made by the Nicobarese community

07 Nov 2022
MoTA (PVTG Division) says they
have no information on the tribal
communities of A&N, transfers RTI
query to NITI Aayog and MHA

11 Nov 2022
NITI Aayog sends the RTI query
back to MoTA

03 Oct 2022

22 Nov 2022 
Tribal Council withdraws NoC for

forest diversion, stating that it was
done without consent and by

concealing important information

22 Nov 2022
ZSI publishes a book on the faunal
biodiversity of GNI

24 Nov 2022
Debi Goenka and Conservation
Action Trust file an appeal in the
NGT challenging the Forest
Clearance
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XUFCY-8xtfCBsZYE2abFSAps7C5jDHjE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XUFCY-8xtfCBsZYE2abFSAps7C5jDHjE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XUFCY-8xtfCBsZYE2abFSAps7C5jDHjE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XUFCY-8xtfCBsZYE2abFSAps7C5jDHjE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OhxpGvVNToOuQHMSJeEg4mTl8gfNZHGu/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OhxpGvVNToOuQHMSJeEg4mTl8gfNZHGu/view?usp=share_link
https://thewire.in/environment/haryana-cm-knew-about-forest-clearance-to-great-nicobar-project-3-weeks-before-it-was-granted
https://thewire.in/environment/haryana-cm-knew-about-forest-clearance-to-great-nicobar-project-3-weeks-before-it-was-granted
https://thewire.in/environment/haryana-cm-knew-about-forest-clearance-to-great-nicobar-project-3-weeks-before-it-was-granted
https://thewire.in/environment/haryana-cm-knew-about-forest-clearance-to-great-nicobar-project-3-weeks-before-it-was-granted
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcmPYAbaHYk&t=189s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcmPYAbaHYk&t=189s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcmPYAbaHYk&t=189s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DE8P7tyzeP8hKn6AMtzSYC2lvHs7jR46/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DE8P7tyzeP8hKn6AMtzSYC2lvHs7jR46/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DE8P7tyzeP8hKn6AMtzSYC2lvHs7jR46/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VnGskV6neXRcoRm0cwLgRJeJc3j98S5B/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VnGskV6neXRcoRm0cwLgRJeJc3j98S5B/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VnGskV6neXRcoRm0cwLgRJeJc3j98S5B/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZOznPhq_WRc8YRQbqS_0Kb2mWKa9xLa3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZOznPhq_WRc8YRQbqS_0Kb2mWKa9xLa3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZOznPhq_WRc8YRQbqS_0Kb2mWKa9xLa3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZOznPhq_WRc8YRQbqS_0Kb2mWKa9xLa3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19py-xZNoO91bWCUQhL77ozVrclQRiL0P/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19py-xZNoO91bWCUQhL77ozVrclQRiL0P/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UMQVPZKzNgOV7Vo-USVkdMNDVDvlaWpr/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UMQVPZKzNgOV7Vo-USVkdMNDVDvlaWpr/view?usp=share_link
https://scroll.in/article/1047526/can-a-safari-park-outside-delhi-make-up-for-a-lost-nicobar-forest
https://scroll.in/article/1047526/can-a-safari-park-outside-delhi-make-up-for-a-lost-nicobar-forest
https://scroll.in/article/1047526/can-a-safari-park-outside-delhi-make-up-for-a-lost-nicobar-forest
https://scroll.in/article/1047526/can-a-safari-park-outside-delhi-make-up-for-a-lost-nicobar-forest
https://drive.google.com/file/d/144jMrVAJKRLGWcbsYQcuPgbaMasLI12G/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/144jMrVAJKRLGWcbsYQcuPgbaMasLI12G/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/144jMrVAJKRLGWcbsYQcuPgbaMasLI12G/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/144jMrVAJKRLGWcbsYQcuPgbaMasLI12G/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vk-Mmde_KBYq57M6pxcqaSyvJ3hRhM1c/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vk-Mmde_KBYq57M6pxcqaSyvJ3hRhM1c/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vk-Mmde_KBYq57M6pxcqaSyvJ3hRhM1c/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vk-Mmde_KBYq57M6pxcqaSyvJ3hRhM1c/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vj_FzNb6kzs9w1rk61xwApUjPCEAitlE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vj_FzNb6kzs9w1rk61xwApUjPCEAitlE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iAqHfLYzXdWjJU8-odqcZiN_wapGBDWd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iAqHfLYzXdWjJU8-odqcZiN_wapGBDWd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iAqHfLYzXdWjJU8-odqcZiN_wapGBDWd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iAqHfLYzXdWjJU8-odqcZiN_wapGBDWd/view?usp=share_link
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-19-5158-9
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-19-5158-9
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“When one tries to look upwards to find out what tree it is, it is not just one but many.” This photograph from Great Nicobar Biosphere
Reserve taken in 2023 is best described by this statement from the EIA report of the GNI project, which is used to justify why an intensive
survey was not conducted to assess the impact of the project - the forests are simply too dense!
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Former GoI Secretary EAS Sarma
highlights that the GNI project was

given Environmental Clearance
without prior NCST consultation

27 Nov 2022 

08 Dec 2022 
Jawhar Sircar questions the diversion

of forest land in GNI in the Rajya
Sabha

21 Dec 2022 
ANIIDCO issues an RfP for

consultants for a detailed master
plan for township in GNI, mentioning

a "vision document"
11 Jan 2023 

First hearing challenging the Forest
and Environmental Clearance is held

before the NGT, Kolkata

28 Jan 2023 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port issues

call for EoI on behalf of ANIIDCO
for phase-I of the ICTT project at

Galathea Bay
08 Feb 2023 

Day 1 of the online deliberations on
the GNI development project hosted

by Centre for Financial
Accountability

Feb 2023 
Centre for Financial Accountability

publishes a report on the GNI
development project based on the 2-

day online event

01 Dec 2022
Debi Goenka and Conservation
Action Trust file an appeal in the
NGT challenging the Environmental
Clearance

Ashish Kothari files an appeal in the
NGT challenging the Environmental
Clearance

26 Dec 2022
MoEFCC constitutes a High Level
Committee to monitor ANIIDCO's
work involving diversion of 130.75 sq
km of forest land in GNI

22 Jan 2023
87 ex-bureaucrats write an open
letter to the President requesting to
stop the GNI development project

29 Jan 2023
Former GoI Secretary EAS Sarma
writes to the President regarding
violations of tribal rights in the
approval of the GNI project

09 Feb 2023
Day 2 of the online deliberations on
the GNI development project hosted
by Centre for Financial
Accountability

10 Dec 2022

17 Feb 2023 
MHA declares 10 sensitive

installations in A&N and 5 states as
out-of-bounds for the general public

under the Official Secrets Act

14 Feb 2023
Respondent no. 2, ANIIDCO, files a
counter affidavit against the NGT
petitions

22 Feb 2023
Respondent no. 1, MoEFCC, files a
counter affidavit against the NGT
petitions
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lJ-maSpH636SrwWzOBEAHGp_649g3Wc9/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lJ-maSpH636SrwWzOBEAHGp_649g3Wc9/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lJ-maSpH636SrwWzOBEAHGp_649g3Wc9/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lJ-maSpH636SrwWzOBEAHGp_649g3Wc9/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lCabzIq90xpUiijD9k5135gjdjPWcR02/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lCabzIq90xpUiijD9k5135gjdjPWcR02/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lCabzIq90xpUiijD9k5135gjdjPWcR02/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G01yNyQHttftnMC5Tyoq1gstz-83A7Lj/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G01yNyQHttftnMC5Tyoq1gstz-83A7Lj/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G01yNyQHttftnMC5Tyoq1gstz-83A7Lj/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G01yNyQHttftnMC5Tyoq1gstz-83A7Lj/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QEEA4mkykgMKw1JOtxXypEBtQU_aujR2/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QEEA4mkykgMKw1JOtxXypEBtQU_aujR2/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QEEA4mkykgMKw1JOtxXypEBtQU_aujR2/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D4rCl_v45WNNtKwqGUhXu4QH7UeywNhd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D4rCl_v45WNNtKwqGUhXu4QH7UeywNhd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D4rCl_v45WNNtKwqGUhXu4QH7UeywNhd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D4rCl_v45WNNtKwqGUhXu4QH7UeywNhd/view?usp=share_link
https://www.facebook.com/centerforfinancialaccountability/videos/559473372575596/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/centerforfinancialaccountability/videos/559473372575596/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/centerforfinancialaccountability/videos/559473372575596/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/centerforfinancialaccountability/videos/559473372575596/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wBSHT6V9u-Vgb7SoLL_TZaJK4IYl_W0d/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wBSHT6V9u-Vgb7SoLL_TZaJK4IYl_W0d/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wBSHT6V9u-Vgb7SoLL_TZaJK4IYl_W0d/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wBSHT6V9u-Vgb7SoLL_TZaJK4IYl_W0d/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TStZVavd--Ez-u2fBrgrA7CBHTz91vXS?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TStZVavd--Ez-u2fBrgrA7CBHTz91vXS?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TStZVavd--Ez-u2fBrgrA7CBHTz91vXS?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tSoXdHUk-C2dzTYwQ801GWgQ3jZt5MeX/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tSoXdHUk-C2dzTYwQ801GWgQ3jZt5MeX/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tSoXdHUk-C2dzTYwQ801GWgQ3jZt5MeX/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tSoXdHUk-C2dzTYwQ801GWgQ3jZt5MeX/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/143AHMo3J9kw73HKfMPFjUoPpTE2WKcjh/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/143AHMo3J9kw73HKfMPFjUoPpTE2WKcjh/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/143AHMo3J9kw73HKfMPFjUoPpTE2WKcjh/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ShvlJywaLUD4d1vz7csMPQLbROM7Ssjy/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ShvlJywaLUD4d1vz7csMPQLbROM7Ssjy/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ShvlJywaLUD4d1vz7csMPQLbROM7Ssjy/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ShvlJywaLUD4d1vz7csMPQLbROM7Ssjy/view?usp=share_link
https://www.facebook.com/centerforfinancialaccountability/videos/2166080730253008/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/centerforfinancialaccountability/videos/2166080730253008/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/centerforfinancialaccountability/videos/2166080730253008/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/centerforfinancialaccountability/videos/2166080730253008/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
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26 Feb 2023 
Details of the Forest Clearance for

entire GNI project are kept
confidential citing strategic

reasons
08 Mar 2023 

10 firms including Adani, JSW
Infra, Boskalis, Concor, and RVNL
submit an EoI for the ICTT project

at Galathea Bay
29 Mar 2023 

Ashish Kothari files a rejoinder in
response to the counter affidavits

filed by the respondents

Feb 2023
Directorate of Shipping Services
stops issuing ship tickets to non-
islanders to go to GNI

09 Mar 2023
ANIIDCO’s response to queries has
the draft master plan which
mentions that the project won’t be
financially viable

03 Apr 2023 
NGT special bench orders a stay
on irreversible project work for 2
months, orders a High-Powered

Committee to revisit the clearance

03 Apr 2023
Final hearing is held before a five-
member special bench of the NGT

Nicobar Megapode is a shy and elusive resident of the coastal forests of Great Nicobar. It lost 71% of its population in the tsunami of
December 2004. About 51 active nests of the bird are said to be located in the site of the GNI project. This picture was taken from the now
denotified Galathea Bay WLS.
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Former GoI Secretary EAS Sarma
writes to the NCST again, asking

for intervention in the GNI
development project 

08 Apr 2023 

02 May 2023 
70 Ex-bureaucrats request the

NCST to look into the threats posed
by the GNI project to the Shompen

and the Nicobarese
03 May 2023 
Ashish Kothari files an appeal to

review the NGT order

12 May 2023 
ANIIDCO responds to NCST order,
dismissing petitioner EAS Sarma's

contentions as unfounded and
misleading

14 Apr 2023
Former GoI Secretary EAS Sarma
writes to the President again
regarding the legal lacunae in GNI
development project

NCST orders A&N administration to
respond to violations of the FRA in
Forest Clearance and forest
diversion for the GNI project

12 May 2023
The NGT disposes of the appeal to
review the order

21 May 2023
Non-islanders continue to be denied
ship tickets for GNI two months
after the "unofficial rule" was first
exercised

02 May 2023

Large parts of Campbell Bay, on the eastern coast of GNI, submerged in the aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami of December 2004.
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Two proposals shortlisted for safari
park in the Aravallis, final call likely

in July

18 Jun 2023  

26 Jun 2023 
NCST chief Harsh Chouhan gets

relieved of duty eight months before
his term ends

29 Jun 2023 
LG DK Joshi reviews the next phase

of Holistic Development of islands in
package IV

05 Jul 2023 
EAS Sarma urges the President to

order NCST to enquire into violation
of FRA & Article 338A in clearance

granted to GNI project

03 Aug 2023 
Minister of Environment, Ashwini

Kumar Choubey says that 9.64 lakh
trees will be axed in a phased

manner for the GNI project

20 Sep 2023 
Tribal Welfare Dept., A&N  prepares

Rs 275 crores plan for housing,
education, geo-fencing, etc for the

Shompen and Nicobarese

19 Jun 2023 
Senior government officer says the
HPC found clearance of the project
satisfactory, all concerns raised in
the petition have been allayed.

MoEFCC denies information on the
site inspection conducted for the
approval of the forest diversion for
the GNI development project

04 Jul 2023 
Jairam Ramesh says enquiry into the
Forest Clearance for the GNI project
partly led to NCST chief’s forceful
resignation from NCST

14 Jul 2023 
Reports reveal that a petition has
been filed in the Supreme Court
against the jungle safari in the
Aravallis

09 Aug 2023
Minister of State (MHA), Nityanand
Rai, says that there are no
restrictions placed on non-islanders
traveling to GNI

12 Oct 2023
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal says
that MoPSW is awaiting necessary
clearances for the GNI port project
after which the RfP will be issued

27 Jun 2023
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18 Oct 2023 
ANIIDCO denies details of the

committee constituted to oversee
biodiversity related matters citing

section 8(1)(a) under RTI Act, 2005
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15 Nov 2023 

Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
(MoPSW) visits the site of the ICTT

port at Galathea, discusses its
progress with senior officials

22 Nov 2023

19

President Draupadi Murmu visited Indira Point, the southernmost tip of the country located in Great Nicobar in February, 2024 where she
interacted with the members of the tri-services command and was explained the strategic importance of the location. She also met the
indigenous Great Nicobarese people.

14 Nov 2023
SACON advertises 29 positions for  

conservation plans for macaque,
Megapode, crab, endemic birds, &
hazard assessment for the airport Lt. Governor, A&N flags off Viksit

Bharat Sankalp Yatra Information,
Education and Communication
(IEC) vans from GNI

23 Nov 2023
Municipal Corporation of Gurgaon
denies land for the Compensatory
Afforestation towards forest
diversion for the GNI project

 A
N
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Environmnet Minister says over 50%
forest area proposed for diversion in
GNI is for green development with
no tree felling 

09 Jan 2024 

Shipping Ministry says construction
for Galathea Bay Port to begin in
three months, in-principal approval
from Dept. of Expenditure granted

2017 survey shows no improvement
in nutrition and  anemia among
Shompen, potential for increased
chronic non-communicable diseases

08 Feb 2024 
ANIIDCO denies sharing
information on correspondence from
NGT about lifting of stay citing 8(1)
(a) under the RTI Act

20 Feb 2024 
President visits GNI, meets the tribal
community and is shown the
importance of strategic projects
proposed on the island

24 Nov 2023 
DPR for the GNI Transhipment Port

under finalisation, bids for first
phase next year

Chairman of the Syamaprasad
Mookherjee Port says DPR of GNI

project ready to be submitted to
shipping ministry soon

Jan 2024 

Additional PCCF, Dept. of Forests &
Environment, A&N refuses to speak

about 3 new WLSs declared in
Nicobar, asks to file an RTI instead

07 Feb 2024 
Genocide scholars from 13 countries
write to the President regarding the
impact on the Shompen community

and urging to scrap the project

20 Feb 2024
President stresses on the need for

balance between development and
environmental protection at a civic

reception at Port Blair

06 Jan 2024

20

24 Feb 2024
The acting vice-chairperson of the

NCST, Ananta Nayak says that the
criticism of Great Nicobar project is

an international conspiracy 

 14 Dec 2023 

04 Jan 2024

22,425 hectares land in five districts
of Haryana given Protected Forest
status by MoEFCC to make up for
the loss of forest in Great Nicobar

04 Mar 2024
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14 Mar 2024 

11 Apr 2024 

06 Mar 2024

04 Apr 2024
MoEFCC denies the report

submitted by the High Powered
Committee citing 8(1)(a) of RTI Act,

2005 

Environmentalists, anthropologists,
scholars write a rebuttal to

ANIIDCO's submission, urge NCST
and MoTA to scrap the GNI project

Notification issued for SIA for the
affected area of 404.8194 hectares
spanning two villages, Gandhinagar
and Shastrinagar 

‘Megha’, the Nicobar Megapode is
unveiled as the mascot for Nicobar
district for the 2024 elections

21

View of the forest protected under the Galathea NP (spread across the southern half of the island) - as seen from the entry point of the now
de-notified Galathea Bay WLS, which was meant for protecting the nesting grounds of the Giant leatherback turtle. 

15 Apr 2024 

19 Apr 2024 
Loksabha elections held in A&N
Islands, media articles wrongly
report that Shompen voted for the
first time, they had voted in 2014

Rs. 2,173,475 awarded to Probe
Research & Social Development Pvt

Ltd for conducting SIA for the
airport to be built by ANIIDCO
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23 Apr 2024 
Ex-servicemen settlers in GNI

commemorate 55 years since the
first batch of 69 families were

brought from Punjab in 1969

22

24 Apr 2024
Senior MoPSW official says NGT
expected to clear the GNI project
once the new government is formed,
tenders to be invited by July

30 Apr 2024 

02 May 2024

Lieutenant Governor reviews the
Draft Master plan of GNI Township;  
Chief Secretary and senior officers,

A&N administration also present Top government officials meet
members of the Shompen PVTG,
review the initial master plan draft
for the GNI project

Trucks carrying rubble from razed hills to make roads through coastal rainforests enroute Indira point are seen in this photograph from 2023.
Landslides in such razed areas are not uncommon.

14 May 2024 
NGT directs MoEFCC to respond in

the matter of construction work
approved in prohibited CRZ-I area
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
A Monumental Folly - 

NITI Aayog’s Development Plans for GNI
(A report by Kalpavriksh, December 2021)

Nicobar Nightmare
(Frontline Cover Package, 27 January 2023)

The Great Nicobar - 
Mega Threats to Climate, Biodiversity and People

(Sanctuary Special Issue, April 2023)

Questions about Great Nicobar Island and the project
raised in the Parliament

MAPS:
Land details within proposed project area 

(as per Draft Master Plan report, Holistic Development of GNI by
AECOM, August 2021)

Proposed land use plan for GNI 
(as per Draft Master Plan report, Holistic Development of GNI by

AECOM, August 2021)
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 The earthquake and tsunami ravaged east coast of Great Nicobar Island in 2006
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