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In the last week of April, I was in Leh to express solidarity with the ongoing movement for
Constitutional safeguards (statehood, 6™ Schedule) and other demands relating to protecting
the environment, culture, livelihoods, and identity of Ladakhis. I visited the protest site,
where the 21-day ‘climate fast’ by Sonam Wangchuk and Subedar Stanba has been followed
by relay 10-day fasts by youth, women, Buddhist monks, and religious minorities. I
interviewed a cross-section of people about why they are in the movement, what are the key
issues for them, and what the future of the movement is. Here are short descriptions of, and
links to, the interviews; and a clip of multi-religious prayers at the site.
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1. Thukjay Dolma & Sonam Spalzes on Ladakh movement / gﬁ BIeTaT g | Y
WIS AEE & 31181 TR

https://youtu.be/kHy6c1rtexU

Thukjay Dolma, singer and activist working at SECMOL, and Sonam Spalzes (‘only a
housewife', but clearly much more!), speak about why they are in the movement demanding
Constitutional safeguards (6th Schedule, statehood) for Ladakh. Why they join as women,
why they are doing this for Ladakh's youth. Interview by Ashish Kothari, Leh, 28.4.2024
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2. Kaniz Fatima/Shaziya Bano-youth in Ladakh movement Peitet Wifaam/nfsrar
A WErE oy # gar
https://youtu.be/Wi4h3Nx62xM
Students Kaniz Fatima and Shaziya Bano talk about the importance of getting Constitutional

safeguards (6th Schedule for tribal areas, and statehood) for Ladakh, to secure the future of
youth, who are currently facing huge unemployment and other challenges. Interview by

Ashish Kothari in Leh, 28.4.2024. BT $-1sT WBIfddT 3R ST a1 eerg & fav ddurfie
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3. Ashraf Ali Barcha, Shia community, on Ladakh movement / X QR%b X F‘ﬁERilT,
feram aqeH, @E R )

https://youtu.be/YZWnOcPcNek

Ashraf Ali Barcha, President of Shia community and Anjuman Imamia - Leh, on why he and
his community have been part of the Ladakh movement for Constitutional safeguards (6th
Schedule for tribal areas, statehood), the importance of religious unity, and future of the

movement. Interview by Ashish Kothari in Leh, 28.4.2024 T2 5T 31R KA SHTHAT -
g o R EI& KRB N el ST 3 adr o ol a8 37 37T ARy HuTiHes geaf 3urdl
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4. Chhering Dorjey, Leh Apex Body -Ladakh movement / BT R, g U
1St TTERE Qe W
https://youtu.be/tWbLeegdtZU
Chhering Dorjey Lakruk, member of the Leh Apex Body and a prominent figure in the
ongoing movement for granting Ladakh the Constitutional status of Schedule 6 and
statehood, talks of the reasons for the movement, its current status, and what lies ahead.
Environment, livelihoods, identity, against the threats of external economic and cultural

imposition, are at the centre of the motivations for the movement. Interview by Ashish
Kothari at protest site in Leh, 24.4.2024
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5. 87-year old Yangchen Dolma - Ladakh democracy movement YT QYHT AR
AlPpa e A

https://youtu.be/FRuBXCSnWq4
She has been part of Ladakhi movements since she was 18 - for scheduled tribe status, for
union territory status, and now for Constitutional safeguards to protect its culture, identity,
environment and livelihoods. 87-year old Yangchen Dolma - known widely as Ama Chocho -
speaks to Ashish Kothari about why this recent movement is important, why women are part
of it, and how they will continue agitating till their demands are met. She speaks in Ladakhi,
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6. Mehdi Shah: why Ladakhi youth are in Ladakh movement /ﬁ%ﬁ 2Tg, olgld
TR A gaT i &
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGb3EfjO2AM
Conversation of Ashish Kothari with Mehdi Shah, a young resident of Turtuk on the India-
Pakistan border, at the site of Ladakhi citizens' movement demanding Constitutional
safeguards for the region. Mehdi explains why these demands are being made, and why youth
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7. Subedar Stanba on why he fasted for 21 days for Ladakh / aIGR YT (TgRd
QN A I o3
https://youtu.be/zoBkTt63-ds
Subedar Stanba of Gya village, joined the Ladakh agitation for Constitutional safeguards
within a month of retiring from the army. Having been stationed on the India-China
(occupied Tibet), he is well aware of Ladakh's crucial strategic importance. He accompanied
Sonam Wangchuk on the 21-day Climate Fast and continues to show his presence at the

protest site in Leh. Interview by Ashish Kothari in Leh, 28.4.2024. WW%WW
T F JATHGT 81 b b He b HiaR HIHTHes TR&M 3UTT & felg el 3ialad | omfAe &
Y| HRA- (R feipd faead) W dA1d 81 & BRUT, 98 Weld &b Heaqul 0 e Hecd I

X <8t aRE dTfchth 81 g 21 T P eRITSHE BRE W HIH It b H1 & 3R o1 H farTe el
W ¥ U SUfeRfd femT STRY 78 U 81 o W K AT IR gRT HI&TEPR, 28.4.2024 |




8. Akhtar Ali as a youth in Ladakh movement gdT vfasy & feid X @R X ot [G LS *»
Qe §
https://youtu.be/Mv-xnhyOnLs

Akhtar Ali, youth from Chushot, talks about why he has been participating in Ladakh's
movement for Constitutional safeguards (statehood, 6th Schedule for Tribal areas), and why

this is crucial for the region's youth. Interview by Ashish Kothari in Leh, 28.4.2024. ﬂ?ﬁﬁ G3
gaT X &R N T IdTd 8 1o I HuTiHes R 3umdl (3153, 3Mieandt &l & fay Bt R Jge) &
felq eTer & fTele H a2l T of TR €, 3R I8 & & garsil & fig o Hecaqof 81 e

X 29 PIORT GRT AIATPR, 28.4.2024|

9. Karma Sonam-safeguards for Ladakh wildlife Bl AH- Hdunfae IREIT ofe ™

TISig & feq oredt
https://youtu.be/ULqFQXr65G0
Karma Sonam, Rumtse village resident and conservationist at Nature Conservation
Foundation, explains why Constitutional safeguards (6th Schedule for tribal areas, and
statehood) are important to protect Ladakh's wildlife from over tourism and 'development'
project threats. Interview by Ashish Kothari in Leh, 29.4.2024.
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10. Tsewang Namgail on why Ladakh movement is important for its unique wildlife
https://youtu.be/l-qf78vo0jg
Tsewang Namgail, Director, Snow Leopard Conservancy - India Trust, on why Ladakh
movement is important for its unique wildlife. From butterflies and plants to the Snow
leopard, this wildlife is crucial for human survival itself; but also in its own right, as taught
by Buddhist ethics. Inappropriate 'development’ including unregulated tourism threatens it,
and Constitutional safeguards (statehood, 6th Schedule for Tribal areas) could provide a
chance to take a more locally appropriate path of well-being.
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11. Buddhist & Muslim prayers at Ladakh protest site eTgI& fay e R Eig el
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https://youtu.be/vtXZZvyLi8uc

The Ladakh movement has cut across religions, uniting Kargil and Leh districts, bringing
together people of various ages, genders, and faiths. A glimpse of this microcosm of the best
of India's 'unity in diversity' at the protest site in Leh, 28.4.2024.
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