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Glossary  

Amchi- practitioner of Tibetan medicine  

Begar- tax in the form of labour 

Bhunglut- procedure of transferring livestock and human manure from pens and toilets to the 

fields using donkeys and horses 

Chhi- outside 

Chorten- stupa (Buddhist monument)  

Chu- water  

Churpon- water manager at village level   

Do- lower  

Dral- sitting arrangement  

Garba/Gara- blacksmith  

Gharjamai- son-in-law who comes and stays with wifeôs family (magpa) 

Gram panchayat- village council  

Gram sabha - village assembly 

Goba- headman  

Gompa/gonpa- monastery  

Gonrdak- monastery in-charge 

Gyalpo- king  

Halqa panchayat- village level council  

Kardar- a person in-charge of an office  

Khangba- main household of older brother  

Khangu/khangbu- smaller household of younger sibling  

Kutwal / kutiyal- messenger  

Lama- monk  

Lambardar- a term used for landed elites in the villages of Indian subcontinent 

Lha- spirit or deity  

Losar- new year festival  

Lorapa- a person appointed for catching stray domestic animals and to fine their owners 

Lok Adalat- people's court  

Lhu- water spirit  

Maney- an annual prayer gathering 

Membar- village official, an assistant to goba  

Meme- grandfather  

Mohalla- hamlet/ward  

Mon- musician 

Nang- inside 

Nautor - common lands allocated for new purposes  

Nyerpa- village official in charge of festivals 

Onpo- astrologer, ritual specialist 

Panchayat- village council  

Pani Panchayat -water council  
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Patwari- revenue office 

Phaspun- group of households doing collective activities over a period of time, or 

worshipping the same deity  

Phu- upper  

Shugyen- dice game  

Thal/thral- tax, or obligation  

Thang- land / plateau 

Thims- customs and rules  

Tsogspa- group or association  

Tongspon- a village family appointed to represent it, with a room in the monastery 

Yul- place of belonging - village, land, country  

Yulpa- citizens of village, also used to refer to village assembly   

Zila Parishad- district committee 

 

 

Abbreviations 

ADC: Assistant District Commissioner  

ADC: Autonomous District Councils BRO:  Border Roads Organisation 

BDO: Block Development Officer  

DC:   District Commissioner / Divisional Commissioner  

J&K: Jammu and Kashmir  

LBA: Ladakh Buddhist Association  

LAHDC: Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council  

PRS: Panchayati Raj System  

NCST: National Commission of Scheduled Tribes 

NOC: No-objection certificate  

TR: Tibetan Refugee 

UT: Union Territory  
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