Community Based Conservation in South Asia
A Series of Case Studies and Theme Papers

Across the world, a powerful new trend in the conservation and
maragement of natural resources 1s where local communities are
empowered to manage their surrounds. This could be a self-initiated
process by the community, or triggered by an NGO, government
agency, or donor. It could be exclusively handled by the community,
or be some form of collaborative or joint management with outside
agencies and individuals. The motivation could be biodiversity
conservation, livelihood security, water harvesting, or others. But
whatever the origin and nature and motivation behind the initiative,
the trend towards community based conservation and management
is clear. :

South Asia is fast emerging as a pioncer in this new trend.
Communities are digging deep into their past and reviving powerful
traditions of communal decision-making, as also adjusting to new
circumstances and challenges. NGOs and government agencies and
donors are learning that working “wich” rather than “against” or
even “for” communities, is a much surer way of achieving goals. At
hundreds of sites across the region, community based strategies are
reviving and protecting natural ecosystems, reviving threatened
wildlife populations, and achicving higher levels of livelihood
security. But there are also challenges: gender and class/caste

inequities within communities, powerful commercial and industrial

forces undermining conservation. On the positive side, each of the
region’s countries is revamping its planning and policy framework,
to facilitate cornmunity based conservation (CBC)- '

This series of case studies and theme papers documents anu mber
of CBC sites or themes in the region. This attempt follows a broad
overview of the status of CBC in South Asia, which has been
published in early 2000 by Kalpavriksh and ITED as Where
Communities Care: Community Based Conservation of Wildlife and
Ecosystems in South Asia (see p. 42 for details). Each study describes
the initiative in defail, and analyses it to learn lessons for the future
and for other sites in the region. The case studies and the theme

papers are:

(Continued on inside back cover...)
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About the Study

This resource book was put together as a part of a global project, called Evalu-
ating Eden, sponsored and coordinated by the International Institute of Envi-
ronment and Development, London. Under this Project a South Asia Re-
gional Review of Community Invelvement in Conservation was conducted.
This review involved conducting field studies in a series of sites to understand
and document community based conservation of natural resources, and in par-
ticular, of biodiversity in South Asia. This also involved putting together a list
of people and a bibliography associated with CBC in South Asia. The South
Asian Review was coordinated by a group of individuals associated with the
environmental action group Kalpavriksh: Ashish Kothari, Neema Pathak and

Farhad Vania.
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Introduction

This Resource Guide is divided into three sections. Within each
section, each country of the South Asian region is dealt with sepa-
rately. The first section consists of a listing of people and
organisations in South Asia involved in work related to Community
Based Conservation (CBC). The second section contains an exten-
sive bibliography of references related to CBC in South Asia, in-
cluding relevant laws and policies of the region. The final section
contains brief descriptions of the salient features of the laws and
policies listed in the bibliography.

The objective of this document is to contribute towards creat-
ing a network of people and organisations working on CBC by
providing a source of academic, practical and legal information for
researchers, activists, officials and NGOs.

This is by no means a comprehensive source of reference ma-
terial or contacts. A significant omission is a listing of relevant pe-
riodicals. This was due to a lack of adequate information for coun-
tries other than India. Similarly, lack of access to copies of laws and
policies of some of the other South Asian countries has meant that
a few of the laws and policies listed in the bibliography have not
been summarised. The bibliography has necessarily been restricted
to those books and articles which have been researched within the
constraints of time and humanpower. The list of contacts is re-
stricted to people who were approached for the review cither per-
sonally or through a questionnaire, and people who we have come
into contact with in the course of our other on-going work.

Due to these significant gaps in the information, inputs and
suggestions would be greatly appreciated so that we can try to fill the
gaps in subsequent editions of this booklet.
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People and Organisations




People and Oyganisations 3

This is a full list of people/organisations with whom contact was
attempted either in person or through correspondence/question-
naires.

At the end of several addresses the person’s ‘area of interest/expe-
rience’ has been indicated in italics. This information has primarily
been drawn from the questionnaires that were returned as part of
the review or, in the absence of questionnaires, what we have been
able to infer from personal interviews. In the case of India we have
relied on our existing knowledge of the persons listed and the work
they are currently engaged in.

Please note that this information is only meant to be indicative,
and not a comprehensive description of the sort of CBC-re-
lated work in which individuals/organisations in South Asia
may be involved.
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Bangladesh

Con.-rmmr't‘y

Shakil Akhter

Institute of Forestry and
Environmenta] Sciences
University of Chittagong
Chittagong 4331
Bangladesh

Tel: 880-31-714 914
Research: eduication

Syed Salamat Alj

Block B, House No. 2 G
Road No, 9 ’
Pisciculture Housin i
Mohamadpur, Ry
Dhaka

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-912 0630
Comufmﬂcy/aa’uice

Shajahan Bhuiya

CPCD House No. 38 A
Road 9 A ,
Dhanmound; R/A,
Dhaka 1209

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-811 235

Fax: 880-2-815 (61
Research; actiyiss support
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Rizwana Hasan

Secretary Genera] (Acting)
Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (BELA)
House No. 9, Road No. 8§
Dhanmoudji R/A,

Dhaka 1205

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-864 283

Fax: 880-2-862 957
Email: bela@bangla:net
Legal/policy work; research;
education & awareness; actipist
Support

Dr. Saleemul Hagq
Executive Director
Bangladesh Centre for Ad-
vanced Studjes

House 620 Road 10 A,
Dhanmound;

Dhaka

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-815 829

Fax: 880-2-811 344

Email: saleem@pradeshta pet
Policy work; research; education &
awareness; «:onsul'tancy/adw’ce;
practical implementation

People and Organisations

Dr. Mahfuzul Haque
Coordinator

Sustainable Environment
Management Programme
Room # 1301/A,

Building # 6

Ministry of Environment and
Forest

Bangladesh Secretariat

Dhaka 1000

Tel: 864880

Email: mahfuzul@citecho.net
Policy work; research; education &
awareness; management

A.Z .M. Shamshul Huda
Conservator of Forests
Khulna Circle,

Forest Department

Khulna

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-41-760 501, 760 504
Fax: 880-41-760 517
Management

Prof. Kazi Zaker Hussain
President

Wildlife Society of Bangladesh
Department of Zoology
University of Dhaka,

Dhaka 1000

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-502 528

Fax: 880-2-865 583

Email: tvcl@bdonline.com
Research; education & awareness

M. Anwarul Islam
(formerly with)

Head, Country Office
IUCN Bangladesh

House No. 13, Road 3
Dhanmondi R/A

Dhaka 1209

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-966 4301-2
Fax: 880-2-966 4301
Email: iucnbd@citechco.net
Policy work; research; education &
awareness; consultancy/advice

Dr. Aminul Islam
Sustainable Development
Adviser

United Nations Development
Programme

House 60, Road 11/A
Dhanmondi,

Dhaka

Tel.: 818600-06

Fax: 813196

Email: maislam@bangla.net
Policy work; research; & aware-
ness; consultancy/advice;

Prof. Md. Anwarul Islam

Director

Institute of Life Sciences

Jahangirnagar University, Savar

Dhaka

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-933 2186, 933 0185,
934 3906-10 ext. 595

Fax: 880-2-818 140

Research; education & awareness



6 Community

Prof. Nuzrul Islam
Chairman

Centre for Urban Studies

52 New Elephant Road
Minita Plaza (3rd Floor)
Dhaka

Tel: 861509

Research; education & awadreness;
consultancy/advice.

G.M.M.E. Karim

Wildlife Conservation Society
of Bangladesh

Karimas Plaza 4¢h floor, 105
Bara Maghbazar,

Kazi Office Lane

PO Shantinagar,

Dhaka 1217

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-419 212

Fax: 880-2-836 3344
Consultancy/advice

Mamunul Hoque Khan
HRD Specialist

Sustainable Environment
Management Programme
Room # 1301/A, Building # 6
Ministry of Environment and
Forest

Bangladesh Secretariat

Dhaka 1000

Tel: 806784

Email; mamunul@bdcom.com
Policy work; research; education &
awareness; management
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Dr. Mizan R. Khan

Policy Analyst

Sustainable Environment
Management Programme
Room # 1301/A,

Building # 6

Ministry of Environment and
Forest

Bangladesh Secretariat

Dhaka 1000 '

Policy work; research; education &
awareness; management

Munjurul H. Khan
Programme Officer

Ministry of Environment and
Forests

House No. 50/1,

Road No. 11 A

Dhanmoudi,

Dhaka

Bangladesh

Management; research

Dr. Khurshida Khandakar
Dev. Planning & Environment
Management Specialist

Capacity Building for Local
Governance

National Institute of Local
Government

29 Agargaon,
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Dhaka 1207

Tel: 9119950

Research; education & awareness

People and Organisations

Sakeba Khatun/
Anisuzzaman Khan

Nature Conservation
Movement ‘

4 Sobhanbag, Mohammodia
Super Market, Room 125,
Dhaka 1207

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-819 237

Fax: 880-2-816 442
Practical implementation; research;
education & awareness

Dr. Kazi Kholiquzzaman
Bangladesh Unnyan Parishad
House 33, Road 4,
Dhanmeondi

Dhaka 1205

Tel: 868809, 508097

Fax: 880-2-867021

E-mail: bup@citechco.net
DPolicy work; research; education &
awareness; consultancy/advice

Farhad Mazhar

UBINIG

5/3, Barabo, Mohanpur
Ring Road, Shyamoli
Dhaka 1207

Tel: 816420, 811465

Fax: 880-2-813065

Email: ubinig@citechco.net
Policy work; action research;
awareness; practical implementa-
tion
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Dr. Azharul H. Mazumdar
USAID Environmental
Officer

US Embassy,

Madani Avenue,

Baridhara,

Dhaka

Tel: 884700-22

Fax: 883648

Email: azmazumder@usaid.gov
Policy work; research; management

Hasna J. Moudud

President

Coastal Area Resource Devel-
opment and Management
Association

159 Gulshan Avenue,

Dhaka

Bangladesh

Education & awareness; manage-
ment; consultancy/advice

Prof. Ainun Nishat

Country Representative
IUCN Bangladesh

House # 13, Road # 03
Dhanmondi

Dhaka 1205

Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-9664302, 9664930

Fax: 880-2-9664301

Email: bangladesh@hq.iucn.org
iucnbd@citechco.net

Policy work; research; education &
awareness; consultancy/advice
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M. Mokhlesur Rahman
Executive Director
Center for Natural Resources

S.M.A. Rashid
President

Centre for Advanced Studies

Studies i

= Ic‘;b _ in Natural Resources and
qbal Road, Block-A, Management

Mohammadpur, 70 Kakrail

Dhaka 1207
Tel: 9126810
Fax: 810254
E-mail: cnrs@bdmail .net
Resemrh; awareness; practical
implementation

Dhaka 1000
Bangladesh

consultancy/advice

Amala Reddy
Bangladesh Centre for Ad-

Haroun-er-Rashid vanced Studies

l) 1] e
Bresldc_nt House 620 Road 10 A
anglladesh POUSH Dhanmoundi '
5/7 Sir Syed Road, Block A Dhaka
IIS/I;)I)ammadpur Bangladesh
aka ;
Banghaesh Research; education & aiwareness;

T 6809 B2 10 consultancy/adyice

Fax: 880-2-816 263

E}n:ui: herashid@iub.agni.com
Education & awareness; tesearch;
consultancy/adyice

Dr. K.B. Sajjadur Rashid
Professor of Geography
University of Dhaka

Dhaka 1000

Bangladesh

Tel: 862413

Fax: 880-2-865583

Policy work; research; education &
awareness; consultancy/advice
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Research; education & awareriess;

People and Organisations

Bhutan

Dasho Paljor Dorji

Deputy Minister

National Environment
Commission

Royal Government of Bhutan
Thimpu

Bhutan

Kinley Dorji
Ministry of Agriculture
Royal Government of Bhutan

Thimphu

Kunzang Dorji
Communications Officer and
Head

Communications Division
National Environment

Commission

Royal Government of Bhutan
P.O. Box 466

Thimpu

Bhutan

Tel: 975-2-23 384, 23 423
Fax: 975-2-23 385

Research; education & awareness;
consultancy/advice

Kin Gyeltshen

Asst. Director of Forests
Social Forestry and Extension
Section,

Forestry Service Division
Royal Government of Bhutan
Thimphu 130

Bhutan

Tel: 975-2-23138

Fax: 975-2-22395
Management; legal/policy work;
education & awareness; technical

support

Karma Ora

Plannnng Commission
Royal Government of Bhutan
Thimpu

Bhutan

Ugen Rabten

National Women’s Association
of Bhutan (NWAB)

Thimpu

Bhutan

Practical implementation; education
& awareness; consultancy/advice

Mingma Norbu Sherpa
Country Representative,
Asia Program
WWE-Bhutan,

P.O. Box 210

Thimpu

Bhutan

Tel: 975-2-23 316

Fax: 975-2-23 518
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Sangay Thinlay

Joint Secretary Forests
Ministry of Agriculture
Royal Government of Bhutan
Thimpu

Bhutan

Tel: 975-2-23 055

Fax: 975-2-22 395

Dechen Tshiring

National Environment
Commission

Royal Government of Bhutan
P.O. Box 466

Thimpu

Bhutan

Research; education & awareness;
consultancy/advice

Mincha Wangdi

Education Officer

Royal Society for the Protection
of Nature

Thimpu

Bhutan

Based Conservation in South Asia: No, 10

India

Samir Acharya

Society for Andaman and
Nicobar Ecology

‘Tarang’, Middle Point

Port Blair 744 101

Andaman and Nicobar [slands
India

Tel: 91-3192-32929, 35002
Fax: 91-3192-33072

Email: sane33@123india.com
Activist support; education &
awareness

Satya Shodh

Koregaon,

Satara 415 501

Maharashtra

India

Education & awareness; activist
Support

Gautam Bandyopadhyay

Ekta Parishad

03 Anupam Nagar,

Shankar Nagar, Raiput 492 007

Madhya Pradesh,

India

Tel: 91-771-421 928, 423 775

Email:
ekparryp@bomé.vsnl net.in

Education & awareness; iiass

mobilisation; activist support

People and Oyganisations

Amita Baviskar

Department of Sociology

Delhi School of Economics

Delhi 110 054

India

Tel: 91-11-7257858

Email: baviskar@unv.ernet.in
baviskar@vsnl.com

Research; activist support

Rajiv Bhartari

Wildlife Institute of India

P.O. Box 18, Chandrabani,
Dehradun 248 001

Uttar Pradesh

India

Tel: 91-135-620912

Fax: 91-135-620217

Practical implementation; education
& awareness; management

Erach Bharucha

Saken, Valentina Society,
Main Koregaon Road
Pune 411 001
Maharashtra

India

Tel: 91-20-4375684
Fax: 91-20-4339121
Email: bvieer@vsnl.com
Research; edueation & awareness;
consultancy/advice

Om Prakash Bhatt

Dasholi Gram Swaraj Mandal
Dist. Chamoli, Gopeshwar
Uttar Pradesh 246 401

India

Education & awareness; mass
mobilisation; activist support
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Seema Bhatt

C-379, Defence Colony,

New Delhi 110 024

India

Tel: 91-11-462 0830

Emai:
seema@giasdl0l.vsnl.net.in

Research; activist support

C.R. Bijoy

Coimbatore Human Rights
Forum

Doctors’ Quarters

Sri Ramakrishna Hospital
395 Avarampalyam Road
Coimbatore 641 044
Tamil Nadu

India

Email: rights@onebox.com
Research; education & awareness;
activist support

Renee Borges

Centre for Ecological Sciences
Indian Institute of Science
Bangalore 560 012

India

Tel: 91-80-334 0985

Fax: 91-80-331 5428

Email: renee@ces.iisc.ernet.in
Research; education & awareness;
consultancy/advice
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Ashok Chaudhury
B-137, 1st Floor,
Dayanand Colony,

Lajpat Nagar 1v,

New Delhi 110 024
India

Tel: 91-11-648 6931
Education & awareness; mass
mobilisation; actiyist support

Pranab Choudhary
Shramjivi Unnayan
P.O. Gobarghusi, Via Patamda

District Singhbhum 832 105
Bihar

India
Education & awareness; mass
mobilisation; actipist support

Ravi Chellam

Wildlife Institute of India

P.O. Box 18, Chandrabanj

Deharadun 248 001

Uttar Pradesh

India

Tel: 91-135-620 912-5

Fax: 91-135-620 217

Email: Wii@giasdl01.vsnl net.in
ravic@wii.gov.in

Research

Anita Cheria/Edwin
Alamgir; Nilaya,

Police Station Road,
Hebbal,

Bangalore 560 024
Karnataka

India

Research; education & awareness;
activist Support
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J.C. Daniel

16/186 Chander Niwas

Sion (East)

Mumbai 400 088
Maharashtra

India

Email: jayd@bomS.V51ﬂ.net.i11
Research; consultancy/advice

Banke Bihari Das
President

Orissa Krushak Mahasangh
14, Ashok Nagar
Bhubaneshwar 751 009
Orissa

India

Tel: 91-74-409125, 404222
Activist support

Soumyadeep Datta
Nature’s Beckon

‘Datta Bari’ Ward No. 1,
Dhubri

Assam 783 301

India

Tel: 91-3662-20 167
Fax: 91-3662-20 503
Education & awareness; mass
mobilisation; activiss support

Rajiv Dhawan

Public Interest Legal Support
and Research Centre

C 569 New Friends Colony
New Delhi 110 065

India

Legal work; activist support

People and Organisations

Ajay Dolke

cfo Advocate Bibekar

Pandhar Kawda

Dist. Yeotmal 445 302
Maharashtra

India

Tel: 91-7235-27890

Email: aaasn@nagpur.dot.net.in
Education & awareness; mass
wmobilisation; activist support

ECONET

Flat No. 1 & 14,

Survey No. 415,

Shanti Kunj Co-op, Hsg. Soc.,
Wanowrie,

Pune 411 040

maharashtra

India

Email: econet@vsnl.com
Eduction & awareness; research

Rakesh Faujdar

Keoladeo Research Foundation
Mohilla Gopalgarh,

Nehar Kinare

Bharatpur 321 001

Rajasthan

India N
Education & awareness; activist

suppott

Walter Fernandes

North East Social Research
Group,

P.O. Box 2000, Uzan Bazar,
Jahaz Ghat,

Guwahati 781 001

13

Assam

India

Tel: 91-361-544733, 631378
Email: sjkohima@gwl.vsnl.net.in
Activist support; consultancy/advice

Madhav Gadgil/Utkarsh
Ghate/Yogesh Gokhale
Centre for Ecological Sciences
Indian Institute of Science
Bangalore 560 012

India

Tel: 91-80-334 0985

Fax: 91-80-331 5428

Email: madhav@ces.iisc.ernet.in

Samir Ghosh

President

Friends of the Doon Society
c/o EB.D. Business Centre
49 Rajpur Road,

Dehradun 248 001

Uttar Pradesh

India

Education & awareness

Prakash Gole

Ecological Society

1 B Abhimanshree Society
Pashan Road,

Pune 411 008

Maharashtra

India

Tel: 91-20-5650408

Email: pgole@pn2.vsnl.net.in
Research; education & awareness
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Colin Gonsalves/
Deepika D’Souza
Indian Centre for Human
Rights Law

84 Samuel Street, Dongri,
Mumbai 400 009

India

Tel: 91-22-379 0699
Email:

huright@giasbm01.vsnl.net.in

Joanna Van Gruisen
B4/108 Safdarjung Enclave
New Delhi 110 029

India

Tel: 91-11-688 4562

Email: jvang@del2.vsnl.net.in
Education & awareness; research

Pandurang Hegde

Parisara Sanmraksha Kendra
Hulemalagi Building,
Chowki Math, Sirsi 581 401
Karnataka

India

Tel: 91-834-75 139, 74 720
Fax: 91-834-75 131

Email: appiko@bgl.vsnl.net.in
Research; education & awvareness

5.R. Hiremath

Samaj Parivartan Samudaya
Ashadeep,

Jayanagar Cross Saptapur,
Dharwad 580 001
Karnataka

India

Tel: 91-836-774472, 777430
Email: jvs_hiremath@vsnl.com
Education & awareness; activist
support

Community Based Conservation in South Asia: No. 10

Arun Jindal

Society for Sustainable
Development

Shah Inayat Khirkiya, Karauli
Rajasthan 322 241

India

Tel: 91-7464-21065

Fax: 91-7464-21065
Education & awareness; mass
mobilisation; activist support

Ullas Karanth

Wildlife Conservation Society
403 Seebo Apartments
26-2 Aga Abbas Ali Road
Bangalore 560 042
Karnataka

India

Tel: 91-80-559 1747

Fax: 91-80-559 1990
Email: ukaranth@vsnl.com
Research; consultancy/advice

Kusum Karnik/

Anand Kapoor

Solat Building, Manchar
Taluk Ambegaon,

District Pune 410 503
Maharashtra

India

Tel: 91-2133-24107, 23608
Education & atvareness; activist
support

People and Organisations

Avdhash Kaushal

Rural Litigation and
Entitlement Kendra,

P.O. Box 10,

21, East Canal Road
Dehradun 248 001

Uttar Pradesh

India

Education & awareness; mass mo-
bilisation; activist support; legal work

Arvind Khare

156 Siddharth Enclave, -
Ashram

New Delhi 110 014
India

Consultancy/advice; research

Ashish Kothari/Neema
Pathak/Pankaj Sekhsaria
Kalpavriksh

Apartment 5, Shri Dutta Krupa
908 Deccan Gymkhana
Pune 411 004

Maharashtra

India

Tel. & fax: 91-20-5654239
Email: kvriksh@vsnl.com
Policy work; research; activist
support; consultancy/advice;
education & awareness

B.J. Krishnan

President

Save Nilgiris Campaign

Nahar Building,

Charing Cross
Udhagamandalam

Tamil Nadu 643 001

Legal work; research; consultancy/
advice; activist support

15

Ajith Kumar

Salim Ali Centre for

Ornithology and Natural

History (SACON),

Anaikatty,

Coimbatore 641 108

Tamil Nadu

India

Tel: 91-422-857 102-6

Fax: 91-422-857 088

Email: kuma666@eth.net;
salimali@vsnl.com

Research; consultancy/advice

Ashok Kumar/

Belinda Wright

Wildlife Preservation Society
of India

Thapar House, 124 Janpath
New Delhi110 001

India

Tel: 91-11-621 3864

Fax: 91-11-646 4918

Email: wpsi@nde.vsnl.net.in
Research; education & awareness

Sharadchandra Lele
Institute for Social and
Economic Change,
P.O. Nagarbhavi
Bangalore 560 072
Karnataka

India |
Tel: 91-80-338 7013

Fax: 91-80-338 7008

Email: slele@isec.kar.nic.in

Research; consultancy/advice
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K.C. Malhotra

Professor

Anthropometry and Human
Genetics Indian Statistical
Institute

203 Barrackpore Trunk Road
Calcutta 700 035

West Bengal

India

Tel: 91-33-556 8086

Fax: 91-33-556 6680
Email: kem@isical.ernet.in
Research; consultancy/advice

Madhusudan Mistry
DISHA

Kamdar Building,

Garden Area

District Sabarkantha
Himmamagar 380 001
Gujarat

India

Tel: 91-2772-22 190
Education & divareness; activist
SUpport; mass mobilisation; legal
worle

S.K. Mukherjee
Director

Wildlife Institute of India
P.O. Box 18, Chandrabani
Dehradun 248 001

Uttar Pradesh

India

Tel: 91-135-620 912-5
Fax: 91-135-620 217
Email: sWit@wii.gov.in
Research; technical support;
consultancy/advice

D.N. Pandey

Indian Institute of Forest
Management (IIFM),

P.O. Box 357, Nehru Nagar,
Bhopal 462 003

Madhya Pradesh

India

Tel: 91-755-775 998

Fax: 91-755-772 878

Email: dnpandey@vsnl.com
Practical implementation; manage-
ment

Ramesh Pandya

National Nature Education
Foundation,

10, Vardhaman Nagar,
Dhandhusar Road,
Junagadh 362 001

Guyjarat

India

Tel: 91-285-631 598
Education

Raj Panjwani
Chamber 339,

Delhi High Court

New Delhi

India

Tel: 91-11-225 4012
Email: rp@sdalt.ernet.in
Legal work

People and Organisations

Ruchi PantfAjay Rastogi
ATREE-Eastern Himalaya
Programme

Bungalow No. 2,.

Near Airforce Officers Enclave,
Bhujipani, P.O. Bangdogra,
Darjecling 734 422

West Bengal

India

Tel: 91-353-550 093, 551 110
Email: atree@dte.vsnl.net.in

Anil Patel/Trupti Parekh
ARCH-Vahini )
P.O. Mangrol, Tal. Rajpipla,
Dist. Bharuch

Gujarat 393 150

India

Education &. awareness; mass
mobilisation; activist support

Pradeep Prabhu

Kashtakari Sanghatana

3 Yezdeh Behram Thakorebhai

Shah Marg, Malyam,

Thane District,

Dahanu Road 401 602

Maharashtra

India

Email:
pradip@kasht.ilbom.ernet.in

Practical implementation; education

& awvareness; mass mobilisation;

activist support; legal/policy work
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Asad RahmanifAsad Akhtar
Bombay Natural History
Society

Dr. Salim Ali Chowk

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road
Mumbai 400 023

Tel: 91-22-282 1811

Fax: 91-22-283 7615

Email: bnhs@bom3.vsnl.net.in

G. Raju

Foundation for Revitalisation
of Local Health Traditions
50 MSH Layout, IT Stage,
3rd Main, Anandnagar,
Bangalore 560 024
Karnataka

India

Tel: 91-80-333 6909
Fax: 91-80-333 4167
Email: root@frhlt.ernet.in
Research; policy work

T.R. Shankar Raman
Centre for Ecological Sciences
Indian Institute of Science
Bangalore 560 012

Karnataka

India

Research

Mahesh Rangarajan

Fellow,

Nehru Memorial Library,

24 Samachar Apartments,
Mayur Vihar Phase-I Extension
Delhi 110 091

India

Research; policy work
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Kishore Rao

Deputy Inspector General (WL)
Ministry of Environment and
Forests,

Paryavaran Bhavan,

CGO Complex,

New Delhi 110 003

India

Tel: 91-11-436 0957

Fax: 91-11-436 3918

Email: krao@envfor.delhi.nic.in
Funding; management;
consultancy/advice; technical
support; legal/policy work

K.S. Rao

G.B. Pant Institute of

Himalayan Environment and

Development,

Kosi — Katarmal,

Almora 263 643

Uttar Pradesh

India

Email:
gbpihed@giasdl01.vsnl.net.in

B.M.S. Rathore
Programme Director,

IFAD Assisted Tribal
Development Programme,
Office of Commissioner,
Bilaspur,

madhya Pradesh

India

Tel: 91-7752-49068

Fax: 91-7752-25008

Email: bms_r@yahoo.com
Research; practical implementation;
management; consultancy/advice;
technical support

Kishore Rithe

Amravati Nature Conservation
Society, .

Pratishtha, Bharat Nagar,
Akoli Road, Near Sainagar,
Amravati 444 605
Maharashtra

India

Tel: 91-721-670 308

Fax: 91-721-672 359

Email: ncsa@bom3.vsnl.net.in
Education & awareness; research

S.5. Rizvi

F-2601, Palam Vihar,
Gurgaon 122 017
Haryana

India

Tel: 91-124-636 0440
Legal/policy work

Bittu Sahgal

Sanctuary Magazine,

602 Maker Chambers v,
Nariman Point,

Mumbai 400 021
Maharashtra

India

Tel: 91-22-283 0081, 367 8103
Fax: 91-22-287 4380
Email: bittusahgal@vsnl.com
Education & awareness; activist
support; legal/policy work

People and Organisations

P.K. Sen

Director, Project Tiger,
Ministry of Environment &
Forests .

Annexe No.5, Bikaner House
Shah Jahan Road,

New Delhi 110 001

India

Tel: 91-11-338 4428

Fax: 91-11-338 6012

Email: dirpt@envfor.delhi.nic.in
Funding; management;
consultancy/advice; technical

support; legal/policy work

Igbal Singh

SAVE

Village & PO Sainj,
District Kullu

Himachal Pradesh 175 134
India

Education & awareness; mass
mobilisation; activist support

Rajendra Singh

Tarun Bharat Sangh

Village Bhikampura-Kishori
Via Thanagazi,

District Alwar,

Rajasthan 301 002

India

Tel: 91-1465-25043
Practical implementation; education
& awareness; mass mobilisation;
activist support
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World Wide Fund for
Nature — India

172-B Lodhi Estate

New Delhi 110 003

India

Tel: 91-11-4691760; 4633473
Education & awareness; funding;
legal/policy work

Shekhar Singh

Indian Institute of Public
Administration (ITPA)
Indraprastha Estate,

Ring Road,

New Delhi 110 002

India

Tel: 91-11-331 7309

Fax: 91-11-331 9954
Email: shekhars@nda.vsnl.net.in
Research; activist support; legal/
policy work

S. Srikant

Convenor,

Tribal Joint Action Forum
DEED, PO Box. 20
Hunsur 571 105
Karnataka

India

Education & awareness; mass
mobilisation; activist support
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H.S. Sudershan
Vivekananda Girijan Kalyan
Kendra,

P.O. Biligirj Rangan Hills,
District Mysore,

Karnataka

India

Tel: 91-8226-44025

Fax: 91=8226-44018

Email: vgkk@vsnl.com
Practical implementation; education
& awareness; mass mobilisation;
activist support

R. Sukumar

Centre for Ecological Sciences
Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore 560 012

Karnataka

India

Tel: 91-80-334 3382

Fax: 91-80-331 1280

Email: rsuku@ces.iisc.emet.in
Research; consultancy/adyice

Valmik Thapar/Paola
Manfred;j

Ranthambhor Foundation
19, Kautilya Marg,

Chanakyapuri

New Delhi 110 021
India

Tel: 91-11-301 6261
Fax: 91-11-

Email: tiger@giasdl01.vsnl.net.in
Practical A'mp.’ementation; education
& awareness; Junding;

legal/policy wwork

Conimunity Based Conservation in South Asig:

Stan Thekaekara
ACCORD,

P.O. Box 32, Gudalur Bazar
P.O. Gudalur,

The Nilgiris 643 212

Tamil Nadu

India

Tel: 91-4262-6150¢
Education & awareness; actiyst
Support

Sanjay Upadhyay

B39 Dainik Janyug Aptmts,
Vasundhara Enclave

Delhi 110 096

India

Tel. & fax: 91-11-247 7375
Email: sSu@vsnl.com

Legal/policy work; activist support

Mahendra Vyas

Legal Action for Wildlife and
Environment

53D, H-Block, Saket
New Delhi 110 017
India

Tel: 91-11-651 1176

No. 10

People and Organisations

Nepal

Ambika Adhikari '
Country Representative
JUCN-Nepal

PO Box 3923
Kathmandu

Nepal
Tel: 977-1-536 786, 535 921

Fax: 977-1-521 506
Email: iucn@mos.com.np

Devendra Amatya
WWE-Nepal,

P.O. Box 7660

Kathmandu

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-421 810, 421 990
Fax: 977-1-410 137

Email: mns@wwf.mos.com.np
Technical support

Shyam Bajimaya

DNPWC

P.O. Box 860

Khandbari, Sankhuwasabha

Kathmandu,

al

?ecli:) 977-1-220850, 227926,
220912

Fax: 977-1-227675

Practical implementation
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" Siddartha B. Bajracharya

Project Director .
Annapurna Conservation Area
Project

King Mahendra Trust for
Nature Conservation _
PO Box 7312, Sakya Kunj
Kathmandu

Nepal

Fax: 977-1-526 570
Management; technical support

Anupam Bhatia

Regional Coordinator
Participatory Natural Resources
Management Programme
ICIMOD

GPO Box 3226

Kathmandu

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-525313

Fax: 977-1-524509

Email: anupam@icimod.org.np
Research; technical support

Rabi Bahadur Bist

cial Secretary
Is\ifnistry of Forest and Soil
Conservatio, Singha Durbar
Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 977-1-221936,220067
Fax: 977-1-223868
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Prabhu Budhathokj

Project Manager

Parks and People Project
UNDP,

Kathmandy

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-222245

Fax: 977-1-24705¢

Practical implementation margge-
Iment ‘

Narayan P, Dhakal

Senior Programme Offjcer
King Mahendra Trust for
Nature Conservation,

P.O. Box 3712

Kathmandu

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-525 571, 526 573
Fax: 977-1_52¢ 570

Email: kmtnc@mﬂs.com.np
Practical ."r')1pl'crrren!a.'im1; education
& awareness; research

Eric Dinerstein
Chief Scientist and Director
Conservation Scienc

1ence Program
WWEF-US, 1250,
Twenty-Fourth Street NW

Washington DC 20037-1175
USA

Fax: 202-203 9211
Email:

eric.dinerstein @wwfus.org
Research; technical support

Based Consesvation 1
ased Consesvation in Sonth Asia: No. 10

Amrit Lal Joshj
Chief Planning Officer

Ministry of Forests and Soil
Conservation,

Singa Darbar

Kathmandy

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-223 g¢2

Krishna K.C,

Associate Profcssof
Department of Geography
Tribhuvan University
P.N. Campus, Pokhary
Nepal

Tel: 977—61—20389}27440
Fax: 977—61-26837/2520()
Email:

gislab@pngcog.mos. com.np

T.M. Maskey

Department of National Parks
and Wildlife

Conservation

P.O. Box 860, Babarmahal
Kathmandu,

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-227675

Fax: 977-1-250850

People and Organisations

Krishna Prasad Oli

Coordinator

Environmental Planning &

Institutional Development Unit

JUCN-Nepal

P.O. Box 3923

Kathmandu

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-527078/526668,

Fax: 977-1-536786

Email: jucncmb@mos.com.np
or iucn@mos.com.np

Legal policy work; research;

technical support

Surya Pandey

Former CW of Parsa

Department of National Parks

and Wildlife

Conservation

PO Box 860

Kathmandu,

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-220850, 227926,
220912

Fax: 977-1-227675

Practical implementation

Egbert Pelinck

ICIMOD,

P.O. Box 3226

Kathmandu

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-525 313

Fax: 977-1-524 509

Email: pelinck@icimod.org.np
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Narendra Babu Pradhan
Asst. Ecologist

Department of National Parks
and Wildlife

Conservation

P.O. Box 3070

Kathmandu

Nepal

Fax: 977-1-419 400

Narayan Poudel

Ecologist

Department of National Parks
and Wildlife

Conservation

P.O. Box 3070

Kathmandu

Nepal

Fax: 977-1-419 400

Research; technical support

Arup Rajoria

Director

King Mahendra Trust for
Nature Conservation,
P.O. Bex 3712
Kathmandu

Nepal

Technical support

Camille Richard

Rangeland Management
Specialist

ICIMOD

G.P.O. Box 3226
Kathmandu

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-525313/525312
Fax: 977-1-524509/536747
Email: camille@icimod.org.np
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Uday Raj Sharma

Chief Planning Officer
Ministry of Forests and Soil
Conservation

Singha Durbar

Kathmandu

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-224892

Fax: 977-1-262599

Chandra Gurung

Country Representative,
Asia/Pacific Region,

WWEF Nepal Program

PO Box 7660

Kathmandu

Nepal

Email: mns@wwf.mos.com.np
Resemrh; technical support;
Sfunding; education & awareness;
consultancy/advice

Bharat Shrestha
Development Economist
Mobilisation and
Development (MODE),
P.O. Box 2708

Kathmandu

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-233 294, 233 004
Fax: 977-1-229 013

Research; technical support

Community Based Conservation in South Asia: No. 10

Krishna B. Shrestha

Dy. Director General

Forest Department
Community & Private Forest
Division

Babarmahal

Kathmandu

Nepal

Technical support;, management;

legal/policy work

Tirtha Bahadur Shrestha

Coordinator

[UCN,

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-535921, 528761,
528781

Fax: 977-1-536761

Pralad Yonzon

Resources Nepal

G.P.O. Box 2448
Kathmandu

Nepal

Tel: 977-1-523 002

Fax: 977-1-412 338
Research; consultancy; education;

legal/policy work

People and Organisations

Pakistan

Dr. Ejaz Ahmad
Director Conservation
WWE-Pakistan
Ali Institute of Education
Ferozpur Road,
P.0O. Box 5180
Pakistan
Tel: 92-42-586 2359/60,
586 9429
Fax: 92-42-586 2358/581 1195

Rana Rafiq Ahmad
Inspector General (Forests)
Ministry of Environment,
L.G. & R.D.

GoP

[slamabad

Pakistan

Javed Ahmed

Head,

Natural Resources Group

[UCN Pakistan

House No. 26, Street 87

Islamabad 44000

Pakistan

Tel: 92-51-270 686

Fax: 9251-270 688

Email: jahmed@iucn—
nrg.sdnpk.undp.org

Dr. Syed Irtifaq Ali

25

Karachi University,

Dept. of Botany

A-1 Staff Town

Karachi 75270

Pakistan

Tel: 92-21-472 828479 001-7

Fax: 92-21-496 3373[496 3124

Email:
biosal@biruni.erum.com.pk

Shahid Amjad

Director General

National Institute of
Oceanography

Street 47, Block 1 Clifton
Karachi

Pakistan

Practical implementation; manage-
ment; consultancy/advice; research

Tanveer Arif
SCOPE,

P.O. Box 15913
B-150, Block 13 D/2,
Gulshan-e-Igbal
Karachi 75300
Pakistan

Tel: 92-21-496 5042
Fax: 92-21-496 4001 |
Education & awareness 1

Raja Ashtaque :‘
Director General

Pakistan Forest Institute

Peshawar ‘
Pakistan

Tel: 92-521-42081
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Musarrat Bashir
Research Assistant
Sustainable Developmcn:
Policy Institute
Islamabad

Pakistan

Tel: 92-51-278 134-3¢
Fax: 92-51-278 135
Email:

1'1iusarrat@sdpi.sdnpk. undp.org

Dr. Abdu] A. Chaudhury
Director

Punjab Wildlife and Parks
2-Sanda Road

Lahore

Pakistan

Tel: 92-42-7322138

Fax: 92-42-7246265
Edueation & awareness; legal/
Policy work; activisg support

Mehboob Elahj

Director General
(Environmcnt)

Ministry of Environmenr,
Local Government and Rura]
Development

Government of Pakistan
Islamabad

Pakistan

Tel: 92_51 ~9201145

C‘ommrm.".fy
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Mushtaq Gadi

Asst. Coordinator

Accuracy Support Unit

SUNGI Deveiopment Foun-

dation

Hno. 7, s¢. No. 64

G~6/4, Islamabad

Pakistan

Tel: 92-51-273272

Fax: 92-51—823559

Email:
maii@sungi.sdnpk.undp.org

Education & awareness

Dr. Parvez Hassan

Paaf Building 71 Kashmir
Eagerton Road

54000 Lahore

Pakistan

Kent Jingfors

Director, Biodiversity Unit
ITUCN-Pakistap

House No. 26, Street 87
Islamabad 44000

Pakistan

Tel: 92-51-270686

Fax: 92-51_270¢gg
Technical Support; research

Aban Marker Kabraji
Country Representative
IUCN Pakistan Country Office
1 Bath Island Road

Karachi 75530

Pakistan

Tel: 92-21-587¢ 1540-42

Fax: 92-21-587 0287

Email:

amk@j ucn.khi.Sd11pk.m-idp.<:>rg

People and Organisations

Umeed Khalid

National Council for Conser-
vation of Wildlife in Pakistan
M.O. Environment Local
Government and Rural
Development

UBL Building

Islamabad

Pakistan

Dr. Ashiq Ahmed Khan
(M, Q, K)
U.P.O. Box 1439
University of Peshawar -
Peshawar
Pakistan
Fax: 92-521-841 594
Email:;
ashiq@wwf. psh.brain.net.pk

Asghar O. Khan

Sungi Development
Foundation

1748/C, Civil Lines
Aibottabad

Pakistan

Activist support; practical imple-
mentation

Bakht R. Khan

Chief Natural Resource
Management

Sarhad Rural Support
Corporation

109 Defence Officers Colony
Peshawar

Pakistan
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Basit Khan

WWEF Coordinator—Nas
P.O. Box 592

Gilgit

Pakistan

Tel/Fax: 92-572-55658

Shahrukh Rafi Khan

Sustainable Development

Policy Institute

3, UN Boulevard G-5

Islamabad

Pakistan

Tel: 92-51-277416, 278134
278136

Fax: 92-51-278135

Email:

main@sdpi.sdnpk.undp.org

G.M. Khattak

Senior Advisor (TUCN),

Environment Section,

PE & D Department,

Civil Secretariat (retired)

Peshawar, NWFEP

Pakistan

Tel:

Fax: 92-521-272 517

Email:
mail@iucnkpur.sdnpk.undp.org
Research, technical support;
consultancy/advice; activist support

Zubair Kidwai

Secretary,

Ministry of Environment,
L.G. & R.D.
Government of Pakistan
Islamabad

Pakistan
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Dr. Mumtaz Malik
Conservator of Wildlife
GoNWFP Wildlife
Department

Shami Road

Peshawar

Pakistan

Tel: 92-521-273184
Fax: 92-521-277589

Khuda Baksh Mian
Planning and Development
Department

Govt of North-West Frontier
4 Lytton Road

54000 Lahore

Pakistan

Abrar Mirza

Sindh Wildlife Department
29/11 8th Gizri Lane
75500 Karachi

Pakistan

Mohammed Rafiq
Programme Director

1 Bath Island Road

Karachi 75530

Pakistan

Tel: 92-21-5876 1540-42

Fax: 92-21-587 0287

Email:
cro@iucn.khi.sdnpk.undp.org

Naeem Ashraf Raja
Programme Manager

IUCN, Central Asia Sustain-
able Use Specialist Group

65 Regal Plaza, 3rd Floor
Circular Road, Quetta,
Pakistan

Tel: 92-81-837237

Fax: 92-81-837238

Email:

casia@susg.qta.khi.sdnpk.undp.org

Steve Rasmussen
General Manager

Aga Khan Rural Support
Programme

P.O. Box 506

Gilgit

Pakistan

Tel: 92-572-2480

Fax: 92-572-2779

Shah Rehman

National Project Director
Inter-Regional Project for
Participatory Upland Conser-
vation and Development
Baluchistan, Mastung
Pakistan

Tel: 92-823-2885/2617

Mohammed A. Syed
Balochistan Rural Support
Programme

NG Balochistan Rural Support
Programme

Balochistan

Pakistan

People and Organisations

Naseer A. Tareen
Sustainable Use Initiative
Group Central Asia

94-Regal Plaza,

Circular Road, Quetta,
Pakistan

Tel: 081-837237

Fax: 081-837238

e-mail:
casia@susg.qta.sdnpk.undp.org

Amjad Tahir Virk
Programme Coordinator
Biodiversity Unit

House 26, Street 87, G-6/3
Islamabad

Pakistan

Vaqar Zakasia

Himalayan Wildlife Project
Centre One, 1, St. 15

F-7/2

Islamabad

Pakistan

Tel: 92-51-276113,279118
Fax: 92-51-824484

e-mail:
vzakasia@hbp.sdnpk.undp.org

Saeed-uz-Zaman

Himalayan Jungle Project
79-Babar Road, Sikandarabad,
Supply Bazaar

Abbottabad 22010

NWEFP

Pakistan
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Sri Lanka

A.H.M.R. Abeyratne
Chairman

Organisation for Resource
Development and Environ-
ment (ORDE)

193 Welewewna,
Nawagathegama

Sri Lanka

Tel: 94-722-776 66
Practical implementation; manage-
ment

E.M. Abeyratne
Executive Director

The EMACE Sri Lanka
15 Mihiri Padesa

Asir1 Uyana, Katubedda,
Moratuwa

Sri Lanka

Tel: 94-1-612 837

Fax: 94-1-610 080
Email: abey@emace.ac.lk

P.N. Dias Abeyunawarkne
South Asia Cooperative
Environment Programme
84 Lorenesz Road

Colombo 4

Sri Lanka

Ravindra D. Algama
Chairman

Environmental Foundation
65 Alvis Place

3 Colombo

Sri Lanka
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N. Attapatu
Department of Wildlife
Conservation

18 Gregory’s Road
Colombo 7

Sri Lanka

Jayasinghe Balasooriya
Chairman

Wayamba Govi Sanwardana
Padanama (WGSP)

No. 375 Panduwasnuwara
Sri Lanka

Tel: 94-37-51 081

Practical implementation; Imanage-

nent

H.M. Bandaratillake
Conservator of Forests
Rajamalwatta Road
Battaramulla

Sri Lanka

Tel: 94-1-866 616

Fax: 94-1-866 633
Technical support; legal/policy
work

Torben Berner

Marine Areas Programme
IUCN Sri Lanka Country
Office

7 Vajira Lane

Colombo 5

Sri Lanka

Technical support; education

B. Bulumulla
Additional Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands

& Forestry
Rajamalwatta Road
Battaramulla

Sri Lanka

Tel: 94-1-863 652

Gamini Corea/Hiran
Jayawardane/G.L. Peris
Fauna International Trust
218/1 Buddhaloka Mawatha
Colombo 7

Sri Lanka

Tel: 94-1-580 236

Jinasri Dadallage

Executive Director

Wildlife Trust of Sri Lanka
18 Gregory’s Road

Colombo 7

Sri Lanka

Tel/fax: 94-1-696 050
Practical implementation; Sunding;
research; activist support

Lalanath De Silva
Director/Co-ordinator
E-Law Sri Lanka
Environmental Foundation
Limited

No. 3 Campbell Terrace
Colombo 10

Sri Lanka

Tel: 94-1-502 099

Fax: 94-1-697 226

Email: hemantha@ef s [k
Legal/Policy work; activist support

rr

People and Oiganisations

Piyal De Silva

Project Coordinator

Sri Lanka Environmental
Journalists Forum
133/11 Kandawatta Road
Nugegoda

Sri Lanka

N.W. Dissanayake
Director

Department of Wildlife
Conservation

18 Gregory's Road
Colombo 7

Sri Lanka

Tel: 94-1-698 086
Fax: 94-1-581 540
Technical support

Suki Ekaratne

Senior Lecturer

Dept. of Zoology,

Univ. of Colombo

Thurstain Road,

P.O. Box 1490

Colombo 3

Sri Lanka

Tel: 94-1-583 108, 60026,
503 399

Fax: 94-1-583 810
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Bangladesh

Policies

The Bangladesh National Conservation Strategy, 1994

The National Conservation Strategy (NCS) was initiated in 1986
upon the realization by the Government that sustainable develop-
ment depends on conservation and management of natural resources
and their supporting ecosystems. The NCS was developed with
assistance from the ITUCN (MoEF Bangladesh 1991). The NCS
took over four years to complete, and was accepted by the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh in 1994,

On forestry, the NCS states that the 1979 Forest Policy should
be revised to emphasise the conservation of vulnerable watersheds,
protection of forests on steep slopes and afforestation of blanks in
such areas, preservation of genetic diversity, and people’s participa-
tion through social forestry and community forestry.

The INCS 1s functioning in collaboration with government min-
istries, academic and technical institutions and NGOs in Bangladesh.
The major outputs envisaged include: incorporation of conserva-
tion concerns in development policies of the country; drafting of
management plans for ecologically sensitive areas; promotion of
environment education; development of relevant conservation-re-
lated skills through training. The first phase of implementation,
funded by NORAD, has covered specific examples of four distinct
ecosystems: tropical forests, coral reefs, wetlands and the Barind
(dry land) Tract.

National Environment Management Action Plan, 1995

The National Environment Management Action Plan (NEMAP)
has been formulated by the Ministry of Environment and Forest
(MoEF) with assistance from UNDP. The process which has cul-
minated in a five volume document has attempted to incorporate
the views of government agencies, NGOs, professional groups and
academic researchers through a series of workshops and training
programmes, working documents and the findings of specific
projects (MoEF Bangladesh 1995). The methodology reflects a rec-
ognition of the principle that the involvement of people in the iden-
tification of issues and in finding solutions to them is essential.
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The objectives of NEMAP are to identify key environ_Fnent
issues; conserve and improve the environment; reduce environ-
mental degradation and promote sustainable development; and gen-
erally raise the quality of human life.

INEMAP activities fall under the categories of policies, projects
and advocacy. The institutional issues covered include: intersectf)ral
co-ordination; ensuring people’s participation in decision-making;
monitoring of NEMAP itself; legislation and international conven-
tions.

National Environment Policy, 1992

The Government of Bangladesh has adopted a National Environ-
ment Policy (NEP) in 1992, It identified fast depletion of forest
resources as a major environmental concern. Therefore, it adopted
the following aims:

*  Conserve, expand and develop forests to maintain ecological
balance and meet socio-economic needs;

e Include tree plantation programmes in all relevant development
efforts;

e Put a halt to the shrinkage and depletion of forest cover and
forest resources;

¢ Develop and encourage use of substitute of forest products;

»  Conserve wildlife and biodiversity, strengthen related research
and help dissemination and exchange of knowledge in this field;

* Conserve and develop wetlands and protect migratory birds.

The NEP also recognizes that active participation of people at all
levels is essential to conserve and properly utilize natural resources.

The National Forest Policy, 1995

Subsequent to Bangladesh acquiring independence in 1971, the fi‘rst
National Forest Policy was adopted in 1979. Though the policy
recognized the important role played by forests in sustaimb_l§ d§vel-
opment, conserving soil and maintaining ecological. cqu11.1br1um,
and producing timber, firewood and other products, its major em-
phasis was on commercial utilisation. It stressed the negd to in-
crease timber resources by establishing large-scale plantations, and
setting up forest based industries. Some mention was made of the
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need for conserving forests and wildlife. The policy was revised and
a new National Forest Policy was adopted in 1995, with a greater
thrust towards conservation.

New Fisheries Management Policy, 1986

The New Fisheries Management Policy (NFMP) is a significant
policy document. This was viewed as an aquatic form of land re-
forms, aiming at improving and sustaining open water fisheries
production, providing traditional and full-time fishers a greater share
of fishing income, and encouraging fisheries conservation
(Capistrano ef al. n.d.).

In an attempt to exert some control on the rate of extraction of
fish and to ensure that those heavily dependent on fisheries for their
livelihood have access to the same and are given priority in lease
arrangement, the Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock (MoFL) ini-
tiated the NFMP in 1986. Under this policy, the authority to man-
age the water bodies has been transferred from the Ministry of Land
(MoL) to the MoFL/Department of Fisheries (DoF) (Capistrano et
al. n.d.). However, many of these water bodies remained under de
Jacto control of the MoL, which continued to lease out the water
bodies despite the NFMP.

Sustainable Environment Management Programme

The Sustainable Environment Management Programme (SEMP) is
a follow up to the NEMAP. This programme is being executed by
the MoEF and implemented by 22 sub-implementing agencies
within a period of five years. SEMP will benefit local communities,
particularly women in ecologically fragile areas. It supports commu-
nity capacities for sustainable management of environmental re-
sources. It also emphasises strengthening of the capacity of the pub-
lic sector to develop a new policy framework emphasising commu-
nity participation and sustainable resource management.

Laws

Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act, 1995

The Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act, 1995 (ECA 1995),
was enacted for environment conservation, environmental standard
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development and environment pollution control and abatement.
ECA 1995 is currently the main legislative framework relating to
environmental protection in Bangladesh. ;

Bangladesh WildLife (Preservation) Order, 1973
Amended by Bangladesh Wildlife (Preservation) Act, 1974

The Act protects wildlife both within and outside protected areas.
Wild animals are classified as game and protected animals. Game
animals can be killed or hunted by obtaining a permit whereas pro-
tected animals are given very stringent protection. '

The Act provides for three categories of protected areas with
varying degrees of restriction on human activities:

« A Wildlife Sanctuary has severe restrictions on human activi-
ties; no person can enter or reside in it, Certain specified acts
like cultivation, hunting etc. are prohibited, though the Gov-
ernment may, for scientific purposes or for aesthetic enjoyment
or for betterment of scenery, relax all or any of the specified
prohibitions.

e A National Park is defined as a comparatively large area of out-
standing scenic and natural beauty with the primary objective
of protection of scenery, flora and fauna in the natural state, to
which access may be allowed for the purposes of research and
public recreation and education. Certain specified acts like
hunting, felling of trees, clearing land for cultivation, mining
etc. are prohibited. However, the Government may relax any or
all of the specified prohibitions. Further, the construction of
hotels etc. is allowed, even though it may not be very desirable
in terms of protection of wildlife.

« A Game Reserve is defined as an area designated for the pro-
tection of wildlife and increase in the population of important
species, where capturing of wild animals is unlawful.

PAs can be established in any area i.e. on both state and private land.
However, the process of declaration, or of acquisition of land or
settlement of rights, is not mentioned in the Act. Nor does it pro-
vide for any kind of participation of the local communities or other
stakeholders in management or protection of wildlife.

The Act also provides for the constitution of a Wildlife Advi-
sory Board by the Government. There is provision for inclusion of
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non-governmental individuals in this Board. There are two other
acts that were previously enacted which can be applied by the forest
officials along with this Act: the Forest Act 1927 and rules made
thereunder for hunting, shooting and fishing in the reserved and
protected forests in 1959; and the Private Forest Ovrdinance 1959
and rules made thereunder to regulate hunting, shooting and fishing
within the controlled and vested forests, 1959 (Rosario, 1997).

Environment Conservation Rules, 1997

The Environment Conservation Rules, 1997 (ECR. 1997), are the
first set of rules, which have been promulgated in 1997 under the
E_,CA 1995. The major aspects covered by ECR 1997 are the Na-
tional Environmental Quality Standard; requirements and proce-
dures to get environmental clearance; requirement of Initial Envi-
ronmental Examination and Environmental Impact Assessment for
any project.

Forest Act, 1927

Like India and Pakistan, Bangladesh too still follows the colonial
Forest Act, 1927. There is also the Private Forest Ordinance, 1959
(mentioned above) and the Alfia Forest (Protection) Ordinance
1982. 'The latter was enacted to declare specified forest arcas :1;

tieserved forest, by-passing the relevant provisions of the Forest Act
927.

Other Relevant Acts

Some other laws relevant to CWM in Bangladesh are:

e The Factories Act, 1965

e Fish Conservation Act, 1950

e Fish Conservation Rules, 1985

* Agricultural Pesticides (Amendment) Ordinance, 1983
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Bhutan

Policies

Draft National Pasture Policy, 1992

A Draft National Pasture Policy aims at improved productivity in
terms of the carrying capacity of the existing pasture, at rationalising
the system of pasture and rangeland ownership and to bring about
proper demarcation between forest, grazing land and agricultural
land (NES 1992).

The National Forest Policy, 1974
Draft National Forest Policy, 1985
Forestry Master Plan, 1991-92

The. forestry sector is governed by the National Forest Policy of
1974, Draft National Forest Policy of 1985 and the Forestry Master
Plan, 1991-92.!

The National Forest Policy of 1974 assigned the Forest Depart-
ment the task of tree-felling, and auctioning of logs to private saw-
mills or for export. The draft National Forest Policy of 1985 clearly
accorded a higher priority to forest conservation than to revenue
generation. The Forestry Master Plan (FMP) was drafted by the
Government of Bhutan in 1991-92. The plan comprises four five-
year planning periods starting from 1992/93. Its guiding principles
are conservation of forest resources and diversity, and retaining an
ability to meet long-term needs of Bhutan for wood and other forest
products (INES 1992).

The section on nature conservation in the FMP (prepared with
assistance from WWF-Bhutan), recommends revision and increase
of the country’s protected area system including protection of im-
portant watersheds; introducing the element of conservation in all
aspects of land management; protecting the eastern- and western-
most variants of temperate ecosystems; establishing land use and
natural resource use regulations; and protecting small but significant
fauna habitats (WWF Bhutan 1995).

1 Not much information is available on these policies as the South Asia
Review Coordinating Team has been unable to obtain copies so far.
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Other Policies

The National Environment Commission is drafting a National
Environmental Strategy for Bhutan.

Laws

Bhutan Forest Act, 1969

This Act provides for declaration of all unclaimed natural lands as
government forest reserves. It bans the felling and burning of trees,
fishing and hunting of all large mammals including golden langurs,
tigers, snow leopards, elephants and red pandas.? The Forest and
Nature Conservation Act of Bhutan, 1995, repealed and replaced
this Act.

Forest and Nature Conservation Act of Bhutan, 1995

The Forest and Nature Conservation Act, 1995 (FNCA), is a com-
prehensive legislation enacted for the protection and sustainable use
of forests, wildlife and related natural resources of Bhutan. All forests
are declared as Government Reserved Forests (GRF). If any private
registered land is declared to be GRF, the government provides
monetary compensation or alternative land rights. Certain acts like
clearing any land for cultivation or any other purpose, felling trees,
etc. are prohibited in GRFs. Entry into designated areas may be
regulated by rules framed under the FNCA.

Taking forest produce from GRF for personal domestic or other
use is allowed subject to obtaining a permit from an authorised
Forest Officer, on payment of royalty, and in accordance with the
Rules and Management Plan for the area concerned.

The Act provides that the relevant Ministry may make rules for
establishment of Community Forestry on GRF. The Rules may
provide for transfer of ownership of the forest produce in the com-
munity forest to appropriate groups of inhabitants adjoining the forest.
The group to which Community Forests (CF) have been trans-
ferred shall manage them for sustainable use in accordance with the
rules for CFs and the approved management plan. The manage-

2 No further details are available, as a copy could not be obtained by the
Coordinating Team.
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ment plan is to be prepared by this group, and is subject to the
approval of the Head of the Ministry.

The Government may declare any land in the country to be a
National Park, Wildlife Sanctuary, Wildlife Reserve, Nature Re-
serve, Strict Nature Reserve, Protected Forest, Reserve Forest,
Conservation Area, Cultural or Natural Heritage site, Biosphere
Reserve, or Critical Watershed. However, the FNCA does not define
cach of these categories, or distinguish between them (tber? may be
separate rules for this, information about which is not available). If
any private registered land is taken for the said purpose, compensa-
tion or alternative land rights shall be provided. The Act, however,
does not provide for the involvement of the local community in the
declaration or management of PAs. The Act is also silent on the
aspect of the rights of local communities living in PAs.

The FNCA provides that all wild animals and plants listed in
Schedule I are totally protected and cannot be killed, collected etc.,
with certain exceptions. All wild animals not listed in Schedule I are
also protected, and can only be killed to defend against an ;ttack on
human life or crops and in accordance with hunting rules issued by

the Ministry.
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India

DPolicies

National Conservation Strategy and Policy Statement on
Environment and Development, 1992

The National Conservation Strategy (NCS) and Policy Statement
on Environment and Development, 1992 (NCS), provides the
guidelines for integrating environmental concerns with develop-
ment. The primary purpose of the NCS is “to reinforce our tradi-
tional ethos, and to build up a conservation society living in har-
mony with nature and making frugal and efficient use of resources
guided by the best available scientific knowledge”. The NCS pro-
vides that requirements of the rural and tribal population dependent
on forests should be met. Further, it recommends development of
skills and knowledge for conservation, rehabilitation of the people
displaced due to creation of protected areas and the involvement of
NGOs, citizen groups and village level institutions like forest
panchayats and gram sabha in development activities.

National Forest Policy, 1988

The National Forest Policy, 1988, in a clear departure from the
approach that characterised India’s colonial and post-colonial pe-
riod, recognised that communities living in/adjacent to forests were
entitled to share the benefits of conservation; that the rights and
concessions enjoyed by them should be fully protected; and that
their requirements of forest produce should be the first charge on
forests. The policy also aimed at ensuring ecological balance through
conservation of biological diversity, soil and water management,
increase of tree cover, efficient utilisation of forest produce, substi-
tution of wood and ensuring peoples’ involvement for achieving
these objectives.

National Wildlife Action Plan, 1983

Though not a policy, the National Wildlife Action Plan of 1983
provides a broad framework for wildlife conservation. Some of the
objectives of the Action Plan are establishment of a representative
network of protected areas, management of protected areas and
habitat restoration, collaboration with NGOs, captive breeding
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programmes, wildlife education, research and monitoring, and leg-
islative measures. In late 1998, the Ministry of Environment and
Forests, Government of India, set up a committee to. revise the
Plan, and make it relevant for the next 25 years. As of September
1999, the Committee had not finished its work.

Proposed National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan

The Government of India is proposing an ambitious process of
formulating a National Biodiversity Strategy and Action. Plan
(NBSAP) in 1999-2001. The NBSAP will contain strategies to
achieve in situ and ex situ conservation of biodiversity, sustainable
use of biological resources, integration of biodiversity concerns into
sectoral policies and programmes, sharing of benefits arising &?m
the use of biological and genetic resources, protection of local/in-
digenous knowledge and practices, and other such elements.. [F could
have a significant bearing on wildlife conservation and participatory
approaches, particularly in areas outside protected areas (where the
Wild Life (Protection) Act prevails).

Laws

Environment Protection Act, 1986

The Environment Protection Act (EPA) of 1986 (and Rules there-
under) contains certain broad provisions which can be used for
conservation purposes, such as the declaration of any site where
industries and other operations can be restricted. In general, the
EPA remains an under-utilised law as far as wildlife conservation
and CBC is concerned. However, some measures taken under it
have been critical in saving ecosystems important for wildlife and
local communities. These include:

1. Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification: This notiﬁcatiqn of
19 February, 1991 has been issued by the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests (MoEF), under the EPA. It enables the dec-
laration of the coastal area as a CRZ, and control of activities in
this zone. Certain activities are prohibited within the CRZ.
These include setting up of new industries and fish processing
units and expansion of existing ones; discharge of untreated
wastes and effluents from industries, cities etc.; reclamation of
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land; most construction activities between the low tide and high
tide lines; mining; and harvesting of groundwater. Coastal states
and Union Territories have to prepare CRZ, Management Plans,
which have to be approved by the central government, All de-
velopment and activities within the CRZ, except the ones which

are expressly prohibited, have to take place according to the
Management Plan.

2. Notification Declaring Parts Of Aravalli Under Section 5: In the late
1980s, the MoEF declared a large part of the fragile Aravalli Hill
Range in western India as restricted for industrial and other
developmental processes. Such processes are not prohibited al-
together, but would require the approval of the central govern-
ment before commencement. This notification followed wide-
spread grassroots and NGO protests against the destruction of
the hill range and of the ecosystems and people inhabiting it,

due to mining, haphazard construction, industries, and other
activities,

Forest Conservation Act, 1980

In 1976, the items ‘Forest’ and ‘Protection of Wild Animals and
Birds” were transferred from the state list to the concurrent list of
the Constitution of India, empowering the central government to
pass laws concerning forests and wildlife. Soon after, to prevent the
diversion of forest lands to other (especially developmental) uses,
the Forest Conservation Act, 1980 (FCA) was passed, making it
obligatory for state governments to obtain central government
authorisation prior to the conversion of any forest land.

Under the Act, the State Government cannot do the following
without prior central governmental approval:

1) dereserve any reserved forest;

ii) wuse any forest land for non-forest purpose (including culti-
vation of cash crops);

1i1) assign or lease any forest land to any private person or to
any other authority under the Government;

iv) clear any forest land of trees which have grown naturally, for
the purpose of re-afforestation.
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Indian Forest Act, 1927

This Act provides for the constitution of Reserve and Protected
Forests. A major chunk of forests of the country were brought under
these classifications by the colonial government, using the Forest
Act of 1865 and subsequently the Forest Act of 1927 (IFA). An
elaborate procedure is prescribed for the constitution of such for-
ests, including a notification by the State Government, appoint-
ment of a Forest Settlement Officer, summary enquiry into the
claims or objections of the interested persons, and passing of the
final order. The settlement officer has the power for either admit-
ting or rejecting claims in or over any lands including right of way,

pasture, forest produce, water-course, and other rights relating to
the land.

The IFA provides for the constitution of village forests. The
state government has the option to assign to any village community,
the right to or over any land which has been constituted as a Re-
serve Forest. The state governments were empowered to make rules
for regulating the management, protection, and improvement of
such village forests and also for providing timber, or other forest
Prolcluc;ts or pasture. This provision, however, has rarely been used
in India.

Responding to widespread demands to bring in a new forest
legislation relevant to current situation, the Indian government has
twice formulated new drafts. However, on both occasions (once in
the early 1980s and once in the early 1990s), the official drafts en-
countered severe opposition from people’s groups (and some state
governments), because they were seen to centralise powers even
more than the 1927 Act (Fernandes 1996). Instead, people’s groups
have presented the Government of India with an alternative draft, a
People’s Forest Act.

Panchayat (Extention to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996

In a significant step to increase the democratic space available to
local communities, the Indian Parliament in 1992 amended the
Indian Constitution to provide far greater powers to local rural and
urban bodies (panchayats, gram sabhas, municipal councils) than were
available to them earlier. Following the recommendations of a com-
mittee which went into the special issue of governance in tribal-
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dominated areas, the Parliament passed the Panchayat (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act in 1996 (PESA).

Possibly independent India’s most radical piece of legislation,
the PESA gives to tribal communities sweeping powers over many
activities that are undertaken in their jurisdiction. For instance, it
gives them ownership rights over ‘minor forest produce’ (usually
termed non-timber forest produce); the right to be consulted before
any land acquisition is taken up; control over plans and resources
allocated in tribal sub-plans of state governments; the right to plan
and manage minor water bodies; and other rights.

Proposed Act on Biodiversity

In 1999, the MoEF finalised the draft of a legislation on biodiversity,
using the help of an expert committee of government and non-
government representatives. This is actually the thard draft, as each
of the previous ones have been considered inadequate. The pro-
posed Act:

1. prohibits transfer of Indian genetic material outside the coun-
try, without specific approval of the Indian Government through
a due process;

2. stipulates that anyone wanting to take a patent or other intellec-
tual property right (IPR) over such material, or over related
knowledge, will have to seek permission in advance;

3. provides for the levying of appropriate fees and royalties on such
transfers and IPRs;

4. regulates access to such material by Indian nationals also, to
ensure that there is some control over over-exploitation (e.g. of
medicinal plants), and that there is some sharing of benefits to
all concerned parties. However, it provides some relaxation in
the case of research;

5. provides for measures to conserve and sustainably use biological
resources, including habitat and species protection, conserva-
tion in gene banks, environmental impact assessments of all
projects which could harm biodiversity, and so on;

6. empowers local communities to have a say in the use of re-
sources and knowledge within their jurisdiction, and to enter
into negotiations with parties who want to use these resources
and knowledge;
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7. provides for the development of an appropriate legislation or
administrative steps, including registration, to protect indigenous
and community knowledge;

8. empowers governments to declare Biodiversity Heritage Sites
as areas for special measures for conservation and
sustainable use of biological resources, and also notify
threatened species to control their collection and use;

9. stipulates that risks associated with biotechnology (including the
use of genetically modified organisms), will be regulated or
controlled through appropriate means; :

10. provides for the designation of repositories of biological re-
sources, at national and other levels;

11. envisages the creation of Biodiversity Funds at local, state and
national levels, which will be used to support conservation and
benefit-sharing activities.

Though not yet promulgated, the Act has significant potential for
strengthening CWM initiatives.

The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (Amended 1991)

The Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (WLPA), is a comprehensive
legislation to protect the wild animals and plants, both within and
outside protected arcas. The Act provides for three categories of
protected areas — National Parks, Sanctuaries, and Closed Areas —
with varying degrees of restriction on human activities. The basic
difference between the categories of sanctuary and national park
lies in the legal stringency; while the former allows the retention of
some rights of the people, the latter strictly prohibits a far greater
number of people’s rights including grazing of cattle. The continu-
ation of the specified activities in a sanctuary is at the discretion of
the wildlife and district authorities. Only activities beneficial to
wildlife are permissible in both parks and sanctuaries.

However, no criteria are laid down for determining what cat-
egory is to be applied to a given area. Further there is no provision
for involving local people in planning and management of conser-
vation programmes, and in the planning of a protected area.

The procedure laid down in the Act for constitution of sanctu-
aries 1s almost identical with that of the one prescribed for consti-
tution of Reserve Forest under the Indian Forest Act 1927 (see
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above). This is why, under a 1991 amendment of the WLPA, a
provision has been added whereby a Reserve Forest can be auto-
matically declared a protected area without having to go through the
procedures prescribed under the Act. A similar provision is made
for territorial waters (marine areas) but in this case the occupational
mnterests of local fisherfolk are to be protected.

If the settlement officer admits a claim made by a resident, he
may exclude the areas from the limits of such a sanctuary; or may
proceed to acquire the said land under the Land Acquisition Act,
1894; or may allow such a claimed right to continue. A similar
procedure is prescribed for the constitution of National Parks, but
no rights can be allowed to continue. No time limit is prescribed
for the completion of the procedure.?

Under the provisions regarding protected plant species (cur-
rently only numbering half a dozen), there is one which permits
tribals to collect such plants for bona fide personal use. However, this
exemption does not extend to non-tribal forest-dwellers or other
traditional plant users.

The only provisions for involvement of non-governmental in-
dividuals at present are the appointment of Honorary Wildlife War-
dens (Section 4; HWLW), and of non-official members (including
tribals) on the State Wildlife Advisory Board. Both these are purely
advisory roles.

The Government of India is currently considering the
draft of a new Wild Life (Protection) Act, formulated by a commit-
tee set up by the Ministry of Environment and Forests. This draft
Act has several progressive elements, including the creation of ad-
visory bodies for sanctuaries, consisting of local community repre-
sentatives, NGOs, and officials; the addition of two new categories
of PAs (including Community Reserves which can be managed by

3 This is a basic flaw, for state governments in most PAs have taken an
inordinately long time to settle rights, in some cases not completing
them for 20 years (Kothari et al. 1989). However, a 1997 Supreme
Court order, in a case filed by World Wide Fund for Nature — India,
ordered state governments to complete the procedures within one year,
As far as the Coordinators of this Review know, virtually no state has
been able to do this, and indeed this order has resulted in widespread
confusion, harassment, misunderstandings, and threats to both local
communities and to PAs. (Kalpavriksh et al. 1999),
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the local people themselves); a stricter regime against commercial-
industrial projects; and others. However, it still does not go very far
in terms of participatory or co-management of wildlife habitats, and
power remains concentrated in the hands of the Forest Depart-
ment. Unfortunately, attempts by NGOs to present an alternative
have been sporadic, and not as systematic as the action on the People’s
Forest Bill.
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Nepal

Policies

Community Forestry Directives 2052 (1995)

The objective of these directives is to conserve and develop com-
munity forests as defined in the Forest Act 1993 and the Forest
Rules 1995. The directives pertain to the determination of a com-
munity forest; formation of the Users’ Group; procedure of hand-
ing over the community forest to the Users’ Group; management
and inspection of the community forest; transportation of forest
products; the conditions under which a community forest may be
withdrawn from the Users’ Group.

National Conservation Strategy, 1988

The National Conservation Strategy (INCS), 1988, aims at preserv-
ing the biological diversity of Nepal and maintaining the essential
ecological system in a manner that satisfies the material, spiritual
and cultural needs of the people. The NCS emphasises the sustain-
able use of resources. The operating principles recommended for
achieving its objectives are wise use, protection, preservation and
restoration. It was developed by the TUCN-Nepal office in associa-
tion with relevant agencies of the Nepalese government.

Nepal Environmental Policy and Action Plan, 1993

In an effort to move towards integrating environment and develop-
ment, the Government of Nepal brought out the Nepal Environ-
mental Policy and Action Plan, 1993 (NEPAP). The document
contains an analysis of the country’s environmental issues in a multi-
sectoral framework, and a strategy for conserving the natural envi-
ronment, health and safety of the public, and cultural integrity, as
economic development takes place (EPC 1993).

Nepal Master Plan for the Forestry Sector, 1988

There is no specific forest policy document for Nepal. However,
the Nepal Master Plan for the Forestry Sector, 1988, is akin to a
policy. It puts stress on conserving forest, soil and biodiversity while
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at the same time meeting the needs of the local people on a sustain-
able basis. Forests should be considered the social property of the
people and intensive forest management systems should be devel-
oped by involving communities in accordance with geographic
conditions and social needs. ) ‘

In response to this policy, the community forestry programme
was undertaken. This programme envisages transferring control and
Management responsibilities for existing forests through the mecha-
nism of village institutions. In 1995, operational guidelines for

community forestry development were developed to govern such
transfer (HMG 1995), .

Operational Guidelines for Community Forestry Develop-
ment Programme (2051), 1995

r he primary thrust of these guidelines is to ensure successfil estab-
lishment of Forest User Groups (FUG) to manage Community
Forcsts.. It is recommended that forest field staft follow four phases
to achieve this objective:

ffnuesf_rgan'on phase: Collection of social and technical information;
identification of users and Community Forest area; building rapport
between local people and field staff,

Negotr'ntiw? Phase: Formation of the FUG; registration of FUG and
its charter; discussion on forest management; preparation of opera-
l']OIla.l plan; handing over the responsibility of managing the Com-
munity Forest to the FUG,

Implementation Phase: Monitoring FUG activities; providing techni-
cal support to the FUG; implementing the operational plan.
Reurew Phase: If requested by the FUG, or after the operational pe-
riod expires, the plan may need amendment or renewal.

Laws

Environment Protection Act, 1997

The Em_zironment Protection Act (EPA), 1997, was promulgated
W1th a View to providing a general law relating to control of pollu-
tion and conservation of natural resources.
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Forest Rules, 1995

The Forest Rules have been formulated on the basis of the Forest
Act 1993, and give detailed guidelines on how to take necessary
action in dealing with the various types of forests described in the
Forest Act 1993.

The following needs to be done for the different types of for-
ests:

Government Managed Forest: To manage this type of forest a Forest
Management Work Plan needs to be formulated with particular
mention of the area; boundaries; details of land use; species of trees;
details of population and their use of forest products; strategy to
develop and protect the forest; collection and sale of forest products;
estimated annual revenue from forest products; expenses to imple-
ment the Work Plan; strategies for soil conservation, tourism devel-
opment; and protection of environment and historical heritage.

Protected Forest: A Forest Management Work Plan needs to be for-
mulated on similar lines as the one described above.

Community Forest: When the District Forest Officer hands over any
part of a National Forest to a Users’ Group as a Community Forest,
he has to take into account the distance between the forest and the
village; the wishes of the local users; and the management capacity
of the local users who will be managing the Forest. Local users who
wish to manage a forest as a Community Forest can apply to the
District Forest Officer and then prepare a Work Plan similar to the
one described above.

Leasehold Forest: Any corporate body, industry or community which
wishes to manage a Leasehold Forest can apply to the District Forest
Office. The District Forest Office then has to publicise the appli-
cation to enquire whether local communities wish to manage the
concerned forest area as a Community Forest, in which case pref-
erence would be given to creating a Community Forest. If several
corporate bodies, industries or communities apply for taking up the
same forest area as a Leasehold Forest, the community which in-
cludes the majority of people living below the poverty line shall be
given the first priority. A forest-based industry which produces for-
est products is given the second priority.

Religious Forest: A group of people wishing to retain religious use of
a forest may apply to the District Forest Officer. The forest products



106 Community Based Conservation in South Asia: No. 10

are to be used only for religious purposes. Forest products, with the
exception of timber and firewood, may be sold as long as the pro-
ceeds are used for religious purposes.

Private Forest: Application to manage a private forest must be accom-
panied by proof of ownership. Further rules pertain to planting of
new trees and transportation of timber.

National Parks & Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973
(Amended 1993)

The National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 (NPWCA)
(as amended in 1975, 1983 and 1993), provides for the establish-
ment of two types of protected areas (PA) namely, National Parks
(NP) and Reserves. In the Act a “NP is defined as an area set aside
for conservation, management and utilisation of animals and veg-
etation on lands together with the natural environment.” (sic). The
exact meaning of the word ‘utilisation’ is not clear from the defini-
tion. The category of Reserves is further split into:

°  Strict Nature Reserve (SNR): an area of ecological or other
significance, set aside for purposes of scientific study.

*  Wildlife Reserve (WR): an area set aside for the conservation
and management of animals and other resources and their habi-
tats.

e Hunting Reserve (HR): an area set aside for the management
of animal resources for purposes of sport hunting.

The NPWCA is silent on the mode of acquisition of land and the
settlement of rights of people whose land is included within the
boundaries of a NP/Reserve.

The NPWCA imposes restrictions on entry into a NP and a
SNR. No person may enter a NP, or engage in acts like hunting,
building/occupying a house, cultivating land, felling, mining, etc.
within a NP or Reserve, without specific permission. However,
the NPWCA enables the government to make provision for hotels,
lodges, public transport or any other such services or amenities
within a PA, keeping the best interests of the NP/Reserve in mind.

A significant amendment relating to buffer zones was made to
the NPWCA in 1993, and under this a2 Buffer Zone Management
Reguiation was promulgated in 1996. This has the following provi-
sions:
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(i) Declaring buffer zones around PAs to provide access to
local people for the management, development and utiliza-
tion of renewable forest resources.

(i1) Establishment of user committees for the management of
the buffer-zones and allocation of 30% to 50% of the in-
come earned by PAs to these committees. Powers for this
are given to the PA warden, in coordination with local au-
thorities. Users committees select office-bearers and sub-
committees themselves, and prepare plans for community
development, conservation of natural resources and
utilisation of forest resources within the buffer zone in its
own ared.

(iii) Utilisation of fauna inside the PAs in accordance with man-
agement policies.

(iv) People’s participation in conservation, achieved by the PA
warden handing over areas as Buffer Zone Community
Committee Forests. The users committee will be respon-
sible for the management of this forest, including earning
revenue from it.

The department provides hunting permission inside the buffer zones
for animals other than endangered species, if there is a spill-over of
animals into the buffer zone due to increases in their number inside
the PA. :

This Regulation provides the legal basis for the Parks and People

Project.

Other regulations with significance for wildlife conservation are:
Royal Chitwan National Park Regulation

National Park and Wildlife Conservation Regulation
Wildlife Conservation Regulation

Mountain National Park Regulations

Buffer Zone Regulations

o R D

Conservation Area Management Regulations

Nepal Forest Act, 1993

The Nepal Forest Act, 1993 (NFA), marked a significant step for-
ward towards participatory forest management. It provides for the
following types of forest:
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*  Protected forest: a National Forest declared by HMG to be of
special environmental, scientific or cultural significance.

- * Community forest: a National Forest handed over to a users’ group
for its development, conservation and utilisation for collective
benefit. Though ownership remzins with the government, con-
siderable power is conferred on the users’ group including the
power to sell and distribute the forest products by indepen-
dently fixing their prices. The users’ group has to formulate an
Operational Plan with technical and other assistance from the
Forest Department. However, the Forest Department has the
power to cancel the registration of a users’ group in case of any
deviation from the operational plan. In case any user does any-
thing contrary to the operational plan in any community forest,
the concerned users’ group can punish the said person and in
case of any loss or damage recover the amount from the said
person.

*  Leasehold forest: a National Forest handed over to any forest pro-
duce-based institution or industry, or a community for certain
specified commercial purposes, for which the lease-holder has
to pay a prescribed fee. One significant provision is that no part
of any National Forest, which is suitable for being handed over
to a users’ group as a community forest, shall be given as a
leasehold forest.

*  Religious forest: a National Forest handed over to any religious
body, group or community for its development, conservation
and utilisation, primarily for any non-commercial religious
activity.

*  Private forest: a forest planted or conserved in any private land
owned by an individual. The owner of the private forest may
develop, conserve and manage the forest or sell its products by
fixing their prices.

The NFA provides for a procedure to be followed for acquisition of
land that may be included within the boundaries of any National
Forest. It provides that no person shall be entitled to any right/
facility of any type in the National Forest unless such a right/facility
has been given by the government. This means that local people do
not have any forest produce rights in National Forests.
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Pakistan

Policies

National Biodiversity Action Plan, 1998

The preparation of a National Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) was
mitiated in 1996 in collaboration with [IUCN as a first attempt to
meet the planning requirements of the Convention on Biological
Diversity. While it necessarily covers much of the same ground as
the National and Provincial Conservation Strategies, it is more fo-
cused on biodiversity. Several of the key recommendations of the
draft wildlife policy have also been included as objectives and strat-
egies in the BAP, particularly collaborative management of wildlife
and other natural resources. The final draft version of BAP has been

submitted to Government of Pakistan for review and endorsement
(GoP 1998).

National Forest Policy, 1991

While earlier forest-related policies were largely oriented towards
commercial forestry, significant changes came in 1991, when the
National Forest Policy made a number of recommendations for the
conservation, awareness and collaborative management of wildlife.
This was subsequent to considerable national and international at-
tention to wildlife conservation, as expressed in the national and
provincial conservation strategies (e.g. that of the North-West Fron-
tier Province).

Pakistan National Conservation Strategy, 1992

The Pakistan National Conservation Strategy (PNCS), prepared by
the central government in 1992 in collaboration with TUCN, cov-
ers all aspects of the environment including forests and protected
areas. The PINCS has three objectives, namely, conservation of natural
resources, sustainable development and improved efficiency in the
use and management of resources. Fourteen programme areas have
been identified for priority implementation, including the protec-
tion of watersheds, rangelands and water bodies; forestry and plan-
tations; and conservation of biodiversity. The PNCS recognises the
importance of community participation for achieving targeted goals,
which is reflected in the fact that nine of the fourteen programme
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areas rely on community organisations for their implementation,
while one (supporting institutions for common resources) can only
~ be implemented by community organizations. Self-management by
the community is also recommended for restoration and protection
of communal rangelands.

To facilitate implementation of the PNCS on the ground, pro-
vincial conservation strategies have been completed in NWFP and
initiated in Baluchistan and Northern Areas. These strategies pro-
vide a broad based consultative forum to address conservation issues
at the regional and district levels.

Proposed Wildlife Policy

One of the recommendations of the PNCS is the preparation of a
national policy on wildlife conservation and use. Towards this, a
draft discussion paper on a national wildlife policy has been pre-
pared by TUCN-Pakistan, pursuant to a consultative workshop or-
ganized in collaboration with the National Council for Conserva-
tion of Wildlife (NCCW), which was attended by both government
officials and NGOs. The draft policy has been sent out for provin-
cial review. It seeks to forge a close partnership between the people
and the government in managing wildlife resources. While
recognising the state’s right to ownership of wildlife for the com-
mon interest, the draft advocates the empowerment of local com-
munities to manage wildlife for their own direct benefit. Further,
economic benefits from the legal use and enjoyment of wildlife
should be equitably allocated among the communities where the use
occurs and wherever possible, used towards the cost of conserva-
tion. The draft also envisages involvement of communities at all
levels m protected area management.

Laws*

Azad Jammu and Kashmir Wildlife Act, 1975

This act regulates the kinds of wildlife which may be killed and the
methods employed to kill them. It lists two classes of wildlife in the

4 Unlike all other countries of the region, every province in Pakistan has
its own legislation for the establishment of protected areas and conser-
vation of wildlife. Most of these legislations have similar provisions.
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First Schedule and the Third Schedule, known as Game Animals
and Protected Animals respectively. [t is prohibited to kill or capture
any of these animals except as provided for in the Act. However, it
is not an offence to kill wildlife in order to protect human life,
standing crops or livestock. The Second Schedule lists “Animals,
Trophies or Meats” for which a certificate is required for posses-
sion, transfer or export.

The Act prohibits:

e the use of snare, trap, net and other cruel methods to kill ani-
mals;

e the use of hawks and dogs for hunting, unless a special licence
is obtained;

* killing or capturing game in the “close season”.

The Act regulates:
* the issue of Game shooting licences;

o the maintenance of registers to record animals killed and cap-
tured under Special Licence;

¢ the import and export of live wild animals or any trophy or
meat.

The act also provides for the formation of an Azad Jammu and
Kashmir Wildlife Board.

Azad Jammu and Kashmir Wildlife (Protection, Preserva-
tion, Conservation and Management) Rule, 1985

The Rules have been formulated on the basis of the Azad Jammu
and Kashmir Wild Life Act 1975. They specify the powers of the
Wildlife Warden, which include the issue of licences and permits
for shooting; registration of Shikaris; confiscation of guns; paying
rewards for killing of “vermin” such as bears and pigs; and the
power to close off any area for shooting or capturing of game. The
Chief Wildlife Warden or the Chief Conservator of Forest has the
power to issue free permits for hunting to heads of state, diplomats,
corps and “other VIPS”,

The Rules list the various kinds of licences and permits which
may be granted, along with details of fees.

Significant prohibitions include:
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hunting wild life without a licence or permit in reserved areas;

* using dogs for killing or capturing game, unless it is for the
purpose of “flushing or retrieving small game or to find wounded
big game”;

® possession of a wild animal or bird which has been seriously

maimed or injured. This does not include birds whose “wing
feathers” have been clipped;

setting a trap to capture game near water or a saltlick, or near a
path leading to water or a saltlick;

grazing of cattle in any of the game sanctuaries or reserves,

The Baluchistan Wildlife Protection Act, 1974 and The
Baluchistan Wildlife Protection Rules, 1975

(Rules Notified Thereunder with Urdu Translation (as
Amended upto December 13, 1977)

This Act is similar to the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Wild Life Act,
1975. In addition, it repeals the following enactment in its applica-
tion to the Province of Baluchistan: The West Pakistan Wildlife
Protection Ordinance, 1959,

The Baluchistan Wildlife Protection Rules, 1975, do not apply
to the tribal areas in the Province of Baluchistan. The Rules cover
activities such as issuing of licences, serving of wild animals and

bird meat in hotels, and trapping and shooting of wildlife near game
[EServes or sanctuaries.

Forest Act, 1927

Pakistan, like Bangladesh and India, follows the Forest Act, 1927
and the categorization of forests as Reserved and Protected Forests.
The various provinces have their own forest laws providing for similar
categorization. In Protected Forests, certain rights and concessions
could be given to the dependent communities.

Islamabad Wildlife (Protection, Preservation,
Conservation and Management) Ordinance, 1979

This Ordinance provides for two categories of PAs viz. National
Park and Wildlife Sanctuary.

A Wildlife Sanctuary is defined as an area of undisturbed
breeding ground for wildlife which is closed to hunting, shooting or
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trapping of wild animals. Entry, cultivation, exploitation of forests
etc. are prohibited without specific permit.

A National Park is defined as an area meant to protect and
preserve the scenery, flora and fauna in the natural state, to which
access for public recreation and education and research may be al-
lowed. Certain specified acts like hunting, felling of trees, clearing
land for cultivation, mining etc. are prohibited in a national park.

However, no criteria are laid down for determining what cat-
egory is to be applied to a given area. As in the case of India and
Nepal, situations of conflict may arise due to this. Further, there is
no provision for involving local people in the planning and manage-
ment of a protected area. The Ordinance is also silent on the rights
of the people residing in areas that are included in a protected area.

The Ordinance specifically allows for hunting. A third category
of PA in Pakistan called the Game Reserve is set aside for providing
facilities for hunting of game animals listed in the First Schedule.
The Ordinance also provides for a category of Protected Animals,
listed in the Third Schedule and which cannot be hunted. However,
killing or capturing of animals in self-defence and for protection of
livestock and standing crops is permitted. '

The Ordinance also provides for the constitution of a Board of
Wildlife Management. The composition and the functions of the
Board are to be decided by the Government.

Similar legislation exists for Baluchistan, Northern Areas,
Sindh, North-West Frontier Province, and the Punjab.

The North-West Frontier Province Act, 1937

Apart from directing the management of reserved forests, this Act
also provides for rights in wastelands (Guzam). It specifies that all
wastelands are the property of the land owners, who are entitled to
use its trees (except Cedrus deodar) and forest produce for their own
domestic and agricultural requirements. Guzara forests, though
owned by individuals or communities, are managed by the state.

There are several other provincial laws relevant to conservation
and use of forests, for Sindh, the Punjab, Baluchistan, and North-
ern Areas.
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The North-West Frontier Province Wildlife (Protection, Pres-
ervation, Conservation and Management) Act, 1975

This Act is similar to the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Wild Life Act,
1975. In addition, it repeals the following enactments:
The Wild Birds and Animals Protection Act, 1912; The West Pa-
kistan Wild Life Protection Ordinance, 1959; and The North-West
Frontier Province Wild life (Protection, Preservation, Conserva-
tion and Management) Ordinance, 1975.

The North-West Frontier Province Wildlife (Protection, Pres-
ervation, Conservation and Management) Rules, 1977

These rules have been formulated on the basis of The North-West
Frontier Province Wild Life (Protection, Preservation, Conserva-
tion and Management) Act, 1975, and are designed for the imple-
mentation of this act. To this end it describes the formation and
operation of a Wildlife Management Board and regulates the issue
of hunting licences. In most respects these rules are similar to, though
less detailed than, the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Wild Life (Protec-
tion, Preservation, Conservation and Management) Rules, 1985.
In particular, the 1977 Rules give more importance to the powers of
the Wildlife Management Board, whereas the 1985 Rules bestow
greater powers on the Wildlife Warden.

Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997

The Pakistan Environmental Protection Act (PEPA), 1997, pro-
vides a general framework for conservation of natural resources,
regulation of polluting activities, and other measures for environ-
mental protection.

The Palistan Wildlife Ordinance (Draft), 1971

This Ordinance is almost identical to the Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Wild Life Act, 1975.

The Punjab Wildlife (Protection, Preservation,
Conservation and Management) Act, 1974

This Act is similar to the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Wild Life Act,

1975. In addition, it repeals the following enactments in their appli-

cation to the Province of Punjab: The Elephant Preservation Act,
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1879; The Wild Bird and Animal Protection Act, 1912; and The
West Pakistan Wildlife Protection Ordinance, 1959.

The Punjab Wildlife (Protection, Preservation,
Conservation and Management) Rules, 1974

These rules have been formulated on the basis of The Punjab Wild
Life (Protection, Preservation, Conservation and Management) Act,
1974, and are designed for the implementation of this act. It deals
primarily with the issuing of hunting licences; methods of hunting;
serving of wild animal meat in hotels; and possession of firearms or
sporting dogs within a National Park, Wildlife Sanctuary or Game
Reserve.

The Sindh Wildlife Protection Ordinance, 1972

This Act 1s similar to the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Wild Life Act,
1975.

Territorial Waters and Maritime Zones Act, 1976

Apart from the general provisions available in above acts, specific
provinces in Pakistan have laws relevant to the regulation of fisher-
ies. The Territorial Waters and Maritime Zones Act, 1976 also has
some general provisions for this.
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Sri Lanka

Policies

Biodiversity Conservation in Sri Lanka:
A Framework for Action, 1998

The preparation of this Biodiversity Conservation Action Plan
(BCAP) was in response to the 1992 U.N. Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity, which Sri Lanka ratified in 1994. Its preparation was
a highly participatory process involving several NGOs, workshops,

seminars, etc.

The BCAP sets out a range of activities required to conserve the
biodiversity of Sri Lanka. Many of the activities listed were in progress
prior to BCAP, and were included in the plan due to their relevance
and their potential to strengthen the overall policy. One of the prin-
cipal aims of this plan is to “bring together within a single frame-
work all the activity areas that need to be addressed... [and] there-
fore, serve as a policy instrument for securing financial support
both nationally and from foreign donors.”

The BCAP classifies the ecosystem of Sri Lanka into four broad
areas, namely, forests, wetlands, coastal /| marine systems and agri-
cultural systems. This classification is intended to divide responsi-
bilities amongst the relevant government organisations.

The BCAP has a fairly sweeping scope. It provides:
* an overview of the country and its biodiversity;

e adescription of the four main ecosystems, and the official poli-
cies relating to them;

* the results of a study carried out “to determine the bio-regions
that should be given high priority in addressing biodiversity

conservation issues’’;

* proposals for action, including a description of the issues in-
volved, the objectives, the recommended actions, and the main
institutions which would implement the activity. However, in
order to retain flexibility, the Plan does not spell out action in
great detail and nor does it specify resources or budgets;

° proposed institutional arrangements for implementing the
overall Plan. This includes proposals for “intersectoral and
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inter-institutional integration” required for implementation. The
time-frame is envisaged to be two years for inception and ten
years for implementation.

Coastal Zone Mhnagement Plan, 1997

The revised Coastal Zone Management Plan (CZMP), finalised in
1997, is an update of the CZMP adopted in 1990. The plan recognises
that the regulatory approach used by the Coast Conservation De-
partment (CCD) in its first ten years is not effective. This approach
focused primarily on issuing permits for relatively large develop-
ment projects. While this helped to prevent some adverse impacts,
it was not able to deal with the degradation caused by cumulative
effects of coastal resource use by individuals or communities.
Realising this, the CCD now strongly advocates the concept of
Special Area Management (SAM) which is a co-management ap-
proach. The CCD has identified the active engagement of local
communities and other stakeholders as a prerequisite for sustainable
resource management and has led the development of policies, plans,
and legislation to facilitate co-management on a broad scale (CCD
1990, revised 1996).

National Forest Policy and Forestry Sector Master Plan, 1995

The National Forest Policy (NFP) and the Forestry Sector Master
Plan (FSMP), both adopted in 1995, constitute the first coherent,
long-term framework for forest development in Sri Lanka. The
NFP and the FSMP are a far cry from the production and
regulation-oriented, “keep people out” approach reflected in previ-
ous forest laws and policies. They both contain very strong endorse-
ments of the participatory resource management approach.

The FSMP recognizes that there are a number of development
partners in the forestry sector, including government agencies, for-
est-dependent people, farmers, rural communities, local forest in-
dustries, NGOs and many others. It seeks to allocate appropriate
tasks to each development partner. It provides that while maintain-
ing and strengthening the capacities of the main implementing
agencies, the state should in the long run entrust its responsibility as
forest manager to local people, rural communities and local indus-
tries, NGOs and other local non-state sector groups (FPU 1995a).
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National Policy for Wildlife Conservation of Sri Lanka

The National Policy for Wildlife Conservation of Sri Lanka by the
Department of Wildlife Conservation and the Ministry of Lands,
[rrigation and Mahaweli Development recognises human use in
reserves that are compatible with the objectives of the reserve. It also
recognises multiple use within protected areas in accordance with
the sustainability of the area and recommends the demarcation of
zones of activity in order to achieve the objectives of the area and
also multiple use objectives. However, the relevant law needs to be
amended to a certain extent in order to implement such a concept.

National Policy Framework for the Agriculture, Lands and
Forestry Sectors

The National Policy Framework for the Agriculture, Lands and
Forestry Sectors by the Ministry of Agriculture Lands and Forestry,
recommends participatory management of irrigation through farmer
organisations and State-user partnerships. It indicates rehabilitation
of existing irrigation projects under the National Irrigation
Rehabilitation Project (NIRP) and the Village Irrigation
Rehabilitation Project (VIRP), and handing over the management
and maintenance of irrigation schemes below the distributory canal
level to farmer organisations. However, the document recognizes
that Farmer Organisations which have been set up under the Agrarian
Services Act No. 58 of 1979 have so far played only a limited role
in organising farmers to act jointly in respect of their common
problems. It states that out of approximately 11,000 such FOs set up
so far, the available information reveals that only about 4000 are
active and effective and makes recommendations for the
restructuring and strengthening of such FOs.

Proposed Biodiversity Action Plan

The Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), being currently finalised, will
advocate the involvement of communities in biodiversity
management. The Strategy Document for the preparation of the
BAP clearly states that biodiversity conservation should be “centred
at the grassroots level through community participation”. Networks
of NGOs dealing with biodiversity issues have been established to
provide input into the preparation of the BAP and ensure that
local-level concerns are addressed.
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Laws

Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance, 1970
Amended by Fauna and Flora Protection (Amended) Act,
1993

The Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance (FFPO, as amended in
1993), is the key law that provides for the protection of wildlife and
flora in protected areas, and is administered by the Department of
Wildlife Conservation (DWLC). The Ordinance provides for two
categories of protected areas: National Reserves and Sanctuaries.
National Reserves receive a higher level of protection and are
established only on State land. Sanctuaries, on the other hand, may
include both State and other land.

A National Reserve can be declared to be any of the following:
a Strict Natural Reserve, a National Park, Nature Reserve, Jungle
Corridor, Refuge, Marine Reserve or a Buffer Zone. (The
difference between these types of National Reserves have not been
defined in the FFPO).

The process of declaration of these reserves is not mentioned in
the FFPO. Neither does it talk about the process of acquisition of
any land or scttlement of rights. However, the FFPO does provide
that the rights acquired by law, custom or usage in or over any State
land in any protected area, acquired by such person prior to the date
of its establishment, will be recognised. However the Ordinance is
silent about the status of rights acquired in other lands. The
Ordinance also does not provide for any kind of participation of the
local communities or other stakeholders in the management of
protected areas or in the protection of wildlife.

Earlier provisions for hunting in intermediate zones, or shooting
of deer or pheasants if they entered cultivated fields, have been done
away with in the 1993 amendment. However if any elephant
becomes a nuisance to the planters and cultivators the Director can
issue a license to capture or kill it.

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act No. 2 of 1996

The Act requires the constitution of a Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Advisory Council. Apart from including officials from
various institutions and government agencies on the Council, there
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Is a requirement to include “two representatives of women engaged
in fishing”. The Council is responsible for advising the Minister
“on all matters relating to the management, regulation, conservation
and development of fisheries and aquatic resources in Sri Lanka
waters.”

No fishing operation is permitted without a license. A licence
1s granted or renewed as long as there is “no threat to the sustainability
of fish or other aquatic resources”.

Other matters regulated by the Act include fishing carried out
by local fishing boats, all of which must be registered; the leasing out
of areas of government land or water for aquaculture; and the settling
of fisheries disputes.

The Act allows the Minister to declare an area of water and
adjacent land to be a fisheries reserve in order to protect aquatic
resources in danger of extinction, with particular attention paid to
natural habitats, coral growth and aquatic ecosystems. A fisheries
reserve may also be declared to preserve scenic beauty and to promote
scientific study in an area.

Prohibitions for the protection of fish and other aquatic resources
include a ban on:

* the use of poisonous, explosive or stupefying substance to kill
fish;

* fishing during a closed season for specified species of fish, or in
specified areas of water;

* fishing and coral gathering in a fisheries reserve.

Forest Ordinance, 1907

Amended by Forest Amendment Act No. 13 of 1966;
Forest Amendment Act No. 56 of 1979; Forest
Amendment Act No. 13 of 1982; Forest Amendment Act
No. 23 of 1995

The Forest Ordinance, 1907, administered by the Forest
Department, provides the legal framework for the management and
conservation of forests in Sri Lanka. When this Ordinance was
enacted, its primary thrust was revenue collection from timber
production. This Ordinance has been amended in 1966, 1979, 1982
and 1995 to reflect conservation concerns. On the whole, it is largely
oriented towards regulation. Rural communities are allowed to use
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certain types of forest products only if they have obtained the required
permits. The Ordinance contains little recognition of the role of
rural communities in forest management. However, there is one
provision that could be used for this, in which the Minister of Lands
can constitute any portion of a forest as a village forest and allow its
management by the community. However, it is not clear if this
provision has ever been used.

National Environmental Act (No. 47 of 1980 and No. 56 of
1988)

This Act addresses a wide range of environmental issues at a national
level. It provides for the establishment of a Central Environmental
Authority (CEA) for “the protection and management and
enhancement of the environment [and] for the prevention,
abatement and control of pollution.” In addition it establishes an
Environmental Council made up of officials and environmental
exper(s.

The CEA has a wide range of responsibilities including:

¢ administering this Act;

* recommending criteria and standards for the protection of the
environment;

* undertaking surveys and research about pollution and
environmental degradation;

* regulating the discharge of waste;
* controlling noise pollution;

e regulating the storage or disposal of material hazardous to
environment and health;

® formﬁlating a land use scheme.

The CEA and the Council are expected to make recommendations
about the management of Natural Resources, Fisheries, Wildlife,
Forestry and Soil Conservation.

National Heritage Wilderness Areas Act, 1988
The National Heritage Wilderness Areas Act, 1988, provides for the
conservation of unique ecosystems, genetic resources or any

outstanding natural features. The entry and residence within such a
National Heritage Wilderness Area is restricted under this act. There
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are also some prohibited acts including the cutting or removing of
any plant or tree, cutting grass or pasturing cattle, shooting, trapping,
snaring, molesting or disturbing any bird or animal, taking or
destroying any egg of a bird or reptile, making a fresh clearing etc.
The Conservator of Forests is under a duty to encourage the provision
or improvement of facilities for observation, study and enjoyment
of such a declared area. However, there is no provision for the
integration of local communities’ practices and livelihood needs,
etc., in the management of such areas.

Proposed Forest Conservation Act

In the aftermath of the National Forest Policy and the Forestry Sector
Master Plan, the government has taken an initiative in the revision
of the Forest Ordinance in order to enable the participation of
stakeholders in the conservation of forest areas and in reforestation.
The draft emphasises participatory forestry. Although completed in
1997, this draft has not yet been enacted.

Sri Lanka Coast Conservation Act, 1981

The Sri Lanka Coast Conservation Act, 1981 (SLCCA), as amended
in 1988, provides for the conservation and sustainable use of coastal
resources. Under it, the Coast Conservation Advisory Council has
been established to meet these objectives. Members of the Council
include representatives from the Ministry of Environment,
University staft, voluntary organisations and the fishing industry.

The SLCCA requires a comprehensive survey of all aspects of
the coast of Sri Lanka, and preparation of a management plan within
three years. All developmental activities within the coastal zone will
have to be in consonance with this plan. The SLCCA prohibits
mining, collecting, possessing, processing, storing, burning and
transporting of coral, and directs the demolition of all coral burning
kilns.

The SLCCA, administered by the Coast Conservation
Department, emphasises the importance of establishing a scientific
basis for coastal zone management and also recognises the need to
reconcile the socio-economic needs of local communities with coast
conservation.
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List of Abbreviations

ACAP: Annapurna Conservation Area Project
ACSP: Annapurna Conservation Study Project
ADB: Asian Development Bank

BAP: Biodiversity Action Plan

BBPS: Bangladesh Bird Preservation Society
BCAP: Biodiversity Conservation Action Plan
BCAS: Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies
BINHS: Bombay Natural History Society
BRDB: Bangladesh Rural Development Board
CANSA: Climate Action Network. South Asia

CARDMA: Coastal Area Resource Development and Management
Association

CARE: Co-operative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere
CBRM: Community Based Resource Management

CCD: Coast Conservation Department

CEA: Central Environment Authority

CEE: Centre for Environment Education

CF: Community Forest

CRZ: Coastal Regulation Zone

CSE: Centre for Science and Environment

CSERGE: Centre for Social and Economic Research on the Global
Environment

CZMP: Coastal Zone Management Plan

DNPWC: Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conserva-
tion

DoE: Department of Environment

DoF: Department of Fisheries

DWC: Department of Wildlife Conservation

E&ED: Education and Extension Department

ECA: Environmental Conservation Act
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ECR: Environmental Conservation Rules

EFL: Environment Foundation Limited

EIA: Environmental Impact Assessment

EPA: Environment Protection Act

EPC: Environmental Protection Council

EPW: Economic and Political Weekly

ESCAP: Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
FAQO: Food and Agriculture Organisation

FCA: Forest Conservation Act

FFPO: Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance

FMP: Forestry Master Plan

FINCA: Forest and Nature Conservation Act

FPCO: The Flood Plan Co-ordination Organisation

FPU: Forestry Planning Unit

FSMP: Forestry Sector Master Plan

FUG: Forest User Group

FV: Field Visitors

GEF: Global Environmental Facility

GoNWEFP: Government of North-West Frontier Province
GoP: Government of Pakistan

GoPRB: Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
GRF: Government Reserved Forests

GTZ: German Agency for Technical Development
HICZMP: Hambantota Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan
HMGN: His Majesty’s Government of Nepal

HR: Hunting Reserve

HSAM: Hikkaduwa Special Area Management and Marine Sanctu-
ary Co-ordinating Committee

HVO: Hushey Village Organisation
HWLW: Honorary Wildlife Warden
IBWL: Indian Board for Wildlife
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ICIMOD: International Centre for Integrated Mountain Develop-
ment

IFA: Indian Forest Act

IIED: International Institute of Environment and Development

IIPA: Indian Institute of Public Administration

INTACH: Indian National Trust for Art and Culture Heritage

IOF: Institute of Forestry

IPR: Intellectual Property Right

IRG: International Resources Group

ISI: Indian Social Institute

ISPAN: Irrigation Support Project for Asia and Near East

[UCN: The World Conservation Union

KMTNC: King Mahendra Trust for Nature Conservation

LBSNAA: Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy for Administra-
tion

MALF: Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Forestry

MENRIS: Mountain Environment and Natural Resources Infor-
mation Service

MOA: Ministry of Agriculture

MoEF: Ministry of Environment and Forests

MoFE: Ministry of Forestry and Environment

MoFL: Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock

MoFSC: Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation

MoL: Ministry of Land

MSFD: Maharashtra State Forest Department _
INAREP: Natural Resources and Environmental Policy Project

NARESA: Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority of Sri
Lanka

NBSAP: National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
NCCW: National Council for Conservation of Wildlife
NCS: Nature Conservation Section

NEC: National Environment Commission
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NEP: National Environment Policy

NES: National Environmental Secretariat

NEMAP: National Environment Management Action Plan
NEPAP: Nepal Environmental Policy and Action Plan
INFA: Nepal Forest Act

NEMP: New Fisheries Management Policy

NFP: National Forest Policy

NGO: Non-Governmental Organisation

NIAS: Nordic Institute of Asian Studies

INIRP: National Irrigation Rehabilitation Project

NP: National Park

NPC: National Planning Commission

NPCS: National Planning Commission Secretariat
NPWCA: National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act
ODI: Overseas Development Institute

PEPA: Pakistan Environmental Protection Act

PESA: Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act
PEM: Participatory Forest Management

PNCS: Pakistan National Conservation Strategy

PRA: Participatory Rural Appraisal

PRIA: Society for Participatory Research in Asia

RCSS: Regional Centre for Strategic Studies

RGICS: Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary Studies
RGoB: Royal Government of Bhutan

RITICOE: Ritigala Community Based Development and Envi-
ronment Management Foundation

RLEK: Rural Litigation and Entitlement Kendra

RIN: Resources Nepal

RPP Task Force: Rural Poor Programme Task Force

RINR: Renewable Natural Resources

RSAM: Rekawa Special Area Management Co-ordinating Com-

mittee
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RSPN: The Royal Society for the Protection of Nature
SAARC: South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation
SAM: Special Area Management

SEMP: Sustainable Environment Management Programme
SIDA: Swedish International Development Authority
SLCCA: Sri Lanka Coast Conservation Act

SNR.: Strict Nature Reserve

SPO: Sarhad Programme Office

STC: Save The Children

UBINIG: Unnayan Bikalper Niti Nirdharoni Gobeshona (Policy
Research for Development Alternative)

UNCED: United Nations Conference on Environment and De-
velopment

UNDP: United Nations Development Programme

UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
“Organisation

USAID: United States Agency for International Development

VIKSAT: Vikram Sarabhai Centre for Development Interaction

VIRP: Village Irrigation Rehabilitation Project

WCMC: World Conservation Monitoring Centre

WCP: Wetland Conservation Project

WCPA: The World Commission on Protected Areas

WII: Wildlife Institute of India

WLPA: Wild Life Protection Act

WMI: Woodland Mountain Institute

WNPS: Wildlife and Nature Protection Society

WR.: Wildlife Reserve

WSB: Wildlife Society of Bangladesh

WTSL: Wildlife Trust of Sri Lanka

WWE: World Wide Fund for Nature
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