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INTRODUCTION NOTE

In a set of developments that have unfolded with
unprecedented speed and uncharacteristic co-
ordination over the last few months, there has
been a huge push for a mega development plan
for Great Nicobar, the southern-most island in the
Andaman and Nicobar group. Piloted by the NITI
Aayog under a very misleading framing of 'Holistic
Development', the plan comprises an international
container transshipment terminal, a greenfield
international airport, a power plant and a township
complex that will need an area of 166 sq kms -
mainly pristine coastal systems and tropical
forests. The estimated cost of the project is a
whopping Rs. 75000 crores.

In two meetings held in quick succession in March
and April earlier this year, the Ministry of
Environment Forest and Climate Change’s
(MoEFCC) Environment Appraisal Committee
(EAC) Infrastructure - I "recommended" the
project "for grant of terms of reference (TOR)" for
undertaking environmental impact assessment
(EIA) studies. This in the first instance will include
baseline studies to be conducted over a period of
only three months.

The EAC recommendation was the latest in a
concerted and co-ordinated effort to smoothen
out the regulatory and legal processes to facilitate
the implementation of these projects - the
formation in mid-September 2020 of a
committee for denotification of tribal reserves in
the islands; the denotification in January 2021 of
the Galathea Bay Wildlife Sanctuary for locating
the port in the bay; the notification also in January
2021 of a 'zero' extent ecosensitive zone (ESZ) of
the Galathea National Park to allow for the low
lying coastal area to be made available for the
projects and the release in March 2021 by
AECOM India Pvt Ltd of the 126 pre-feasibility
report titled 'Holistic Development of Great
Nicobar Island at Andaman and Nicobar Islands'
with the NITI Aayog being the client for the same.

Starting February 2021, I began writing a series of
news features investigating the different aspects
of this mega proposal, the processes that were
being followed and the serious impacts this could
have. These were based on important documents
that were made available by concerned officials
and researchers, an analysis of a range of
complimentary reports, research material and
formal communication that we were able to
access through multiple channels and finally via a
series of RTI applications that were filed by
concerned citizens. Published in The Hindu,
_______

Mongabay India and  The Wire, the  
features  provide  an important  account of 
this  larger story  that is still unfolding. The 
series of reports also  generated a  lot  of 
interest  in the  proposal/s  for Great 
Nicobar  along  with  concern  for  the  
place, its  ecology and its  human  and  non-
human denizens.

A  Monumental Folly is a compilation  in the  
form  of a  dossier (and  an evolving archive) 
that  puts together  all these  published 
accounts  and the  related  information  for  
quick and  easy access.  The  first  part is  
comprised  aX the  eight  stories as they  were 
published between February  and June  in the  
publications  mentioned above. The  second 
part,  the  more substantial one,  is a set  of 30 
detailed annexures  -  meeting agenda 
notes,  committee  meeting 
minutes, administration notifications, call  for  
proposals,  the  pre-feasibility  report,  
scientific  assessments,  RTI responses  and 
much  more.  This  is the  evidence  on which my 
reports  were  based and the  background of 
how  the  big  story has played out.  The 
hope is that  this  compilation will  help the  
reader  get  a quick and  reasonably  
comprehensive  account  of what  has  
happened  thus  far and also help us, 
hopefully, to anticipate what we should  
be expecting in the  months to come.

The  Andaman  and Nicobar Island system lies 
at a  very fragile and vulnerable intersection  of 
the  geological,  ecological and socio-cultural.  
NITI  Aayog's Great Nicobar plan  is deeply 
ignorant  of these multiple  realities  
even  as it aggressively pursues  a 
completely  illusory  agenda of economic 
growth and development.  To go ahead with 
it will be to perpetuate  a monumental  folly 
the  price paid for which cannot  even be 
comprehended.

This  compilation as I have  mentioned  is 
being  put together  in the  form  of an evolving 
archive.  It will  be updated as and when 
substantial new information becomes 
available  or when there are important  
developments  in the  matter.  The  hope, 
however  is that  will  not be needed  and that 
better  sense will indeed  prevail…

- Pankaj Sekhsaria
01 December 2021



Proposals for tourism and port development
in the Andaman and Nicobar (A&N) Islands
(Annexures 3 & 23) have conservationists
worried over the fate of some of the most
important nesting populations of the Giant
Leatherback turtle in this part of the Indian
Ocean. The largest of the seven species of
sea turtles on the planet and also the most
long-ranging, Leatherbacks are found in all
oceans except the Arctic and the Antarctic.
Within the Indian Ocean, they nest only in
Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and are also listed in
Schedule I of India’s Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, according it the highest legal
protection.

Surveys (Annexure 1, Annexure 2) conducted
in the A&N Islands over the past three
decades have shown that the populations
here could be among the most important
colonies of the Leatherback globally. There is
concern now, however, that at least three key
nesting beaches — two on Little Andaman
Island and one on Great Nicobar Island — are
under threat due to mega “development”
_____

plans announced in recent months. These
include NITI Aayog’s ambitious tourism vision
for Little Andaman (Annexure 3, Annexure 4)
and the proposal for a mega-shipment port
at Galathea Bay on Great Nicobar Island.
(Annexure 23)

Little Andaman in focus

The Little Andaman plan, which proposes
phased growth of tourism on this virtually
untouched island, has sought the de-
reservation of over 200 sq. km of pristine
rainforest and also of about 140 sq. km of the
Onge Tribal Reserve (Annexure 5). Two sites
where key components of the tourism plan
are to be implemented are both Leatherback
nesting sites — South Bay along the southern
coast of the island and West Bay along its
western coast. South Bay is proposed to be
part of the “Leisure Zone” where a film city, a
residential district and a tourism special
economic zone are to come up. West Bay is
to be part of West Bay Nature Retreat with
___
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Leatherback nesting sites could be 
overrun by Andamans project
The Hindu, 15 February 2021

Article link: https://tiny.cc/o96juz
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A Giant leatherback nesting on the coast of Little Andaman Island

Photo: Adhith  Swaminathan



theme resorts, underwater
resorts, beach hotels and
high-end residential villas.

The roughly 7-km-long
beach at West Bay has been
the site of ongoing marine
turtle research projects. Set
up post-2004 by the
Andaman and Nicobar
Environment Team (ANET),
Dakshin Foundation, the
Indian Institute of Science
and the A&N Forest
Department to monitor how
turtle populations have
responded after the
devastating earthquake and
tsunami, it has thrown up
new information on turtles
___

southernmost of the A&N
group. Large numbers have
been recorded nesting here
— mainly on the long and
wide beaches at the mouth
of the Dagmar and
Alexandira rivers on the
west coast and at the
mouth of the Galathea river
along its south eastern
coast. Galathea Bay was, in
fact, proposed as a wildlife
sanctuary in 1997 for the
protection of turtles and
was also the site of a long-
term monitoring
programme. The monitoring
was stopped after the
tsunami devastation of

Satellite-tagged female
turtles have been tracked
swimming up to 13,000
km after nesting on West
Bay, towards the western
coast of Australia and
southwest towards the
eastern coast of Africa.
One of the tagged turtles
travelled to Madagascar,
covering 12,328 km in 395
days while another
travelled 13,237 km in 266
days to the Mozambique
coast.

Proposed plan for Little Andaman �eWW 3``WjgdW 3 Xad VWfa[^e�

and their behaviour. Not only are the
numbers of females nesting here significant,
satellite telemetry has revealed hitherto
unknown migration patterns.

Waning protection

For the Leatherback, perhaps even more
important is Great Nicobar Island, the
_______

2004, but  it  provid_____ed the  first systematic  
evidence of numbers  and importance of 
these  beaches.

The  A&N Islands  are  prominent in the  
National  Marine  Turtle  Action  Plan  (Annexure 
7)  released  on February  1, 2021,  by  the  
Ministry  of Environment,  Forest and Climate 
Change.  The plan notes that  “India  has 
identified  all  its important  sea  turtle  nesting  
__



habitats as ‘Important Coastal and Marine
Biodiversity Areas’ and included them in the
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) - 1”.

South Bay and West Bay on Little Andaman
and Galathea on Great Nicobar, along with
other nesting beaches in the islands, find a
specific mention here as “Important Marine
Turtle Habitats in India” and the largest
Leatherback nesting grounds in India.

The plan identifies coastal development
including construction of ports, jetties,
resorts and industries, as major threats to
turtle populations. It also asks for
assessments of the environmental impact of
marine and coastal development that may
affect marine turtle populations and their
habitats.

Developments in the A&N Islands indicate,
however, that even as the action plan was
being finalised, decisions were being made in
violation of its basic concerns and premises.
Not only has the mega-tourism plan in Little
__

Andaman been pushed in spite  of serious  
objections  by  the  A&N  Forest Department,  a  
major decision was also  made recently  on the  
Galathea  Bay  Wildlife  Sanctuary. The 
Standing  Committee of the National Board 
for  Wildlife,  at its 60th meeting  on January  5  
under the  chairmanship  of the Environment 
Minister, agreed to  its denotification for  the 
“construction as well  as operational phases  
of the  International Shipment Project”.
(Annexure  8,  Annexure 9)

The  A&N  Port  Management Board had in 
2019  floated  an expression of interest  
(Annexure  10) for  the  container  
transhipment  terminal here, along  with  that  
for  a free  trade warehousing  zone, and the  
Prime  Minister announced in August 2020  
that  a  transhipment project would  come up  
here  on an investment  of Rs.10,000 crore.

The  scale of the  project and  the  investment  
proposed indicate it could  signal the end  of a 
crucial  Giant Leatherback nesting  site.

Post nesting migratory route of Leatherback Turtles fitted
with satellite trackers in West Bay, Little Andaman. (See 3nnexure 6 for more details)
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In what appears to a re-run of recent
developments in Little Andaman Island
(Annexure 3, Annexure 4) more than 150 sq.
km. of land is being made available for Phase
I of a NITI Aayog-piloted ‘holistic’ and
‘sustainable’ vision for Great Nicobar Island,
the southernmost in the Andaman and
Nicobar group. This amounts to nearly 18% of
the 910 sq. km. island, and will cover nearly a
quarter of its coastline. The overall plan
envisages the use of about 244 sq. km. – a
major portion being pristine forest and
coastal systems.

Projects to be executed in Phase I include a
22 sq. km. airport complex, a transshipment
port (TSP) at South Bay at an estimated cost
of Rs. 12,000 crore1, a parallel-to-the-coast
mass rapid transport system and a free trade
zone and warehousing complex on the south
western coast.

What stands out prominently in the whole
process, starting with the designation in mid-
2020 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Integrated Development Corporation
_______________

(ANIIDCO) as the nodal agency (Annexure
11), is the speed and co-ordination with which
it has all unfolded. The other is the centrality
of the NITI Aayog. First, on September 4,
2020, the Director, Tribal Welfare, A&N
Islands, constituted an empowered
committee to examine NITI Aayog’s
proposals for various projects in Little
Andaman and Great Nicobar Islands.
(Annexure 12). A copy of the 2015 ‘Policy on
Shompen Tribe of Great Nicobar Island’
(Annexure 13) was part of the communication
sent out, giving an indication of the aims of
the committee. Significant changes have also
been effected to the legal regimes for wildlife
and forest conservation.

Ecological uniqueness

In its meeting on January 5, 2021, the
Standing Committee of the National Board
for Wildlife (NBWL) denotified the entire
Galathea Bay Wildlife Sanctuary to allow for
the port there. (Annexures 8, Annexure 9).
____

02
NITI Aayog vision for Great Nicobar 
ignores tribal, ecological concerns
The Hindu, 21 March 2021

Article link: http://tiny.cc/0slkuz

1 The pre-feasibility report for the proposal that was published subsequently estimates an investment of about Rs. 35,000 crores for the TSP 
(Annexure 23)

Large parts of Campbell Bay on the eastern coast of Great Nicobar were submerged in the aftermath of the earthquake
and tsunami of December 2004

Photo: Pankaj Sekhsaria



The NBWL committee seemed unaware that
India's National Marine Turtle Action Plan
(Annexure 7) that was under preparation then
(it was released on February 1, 2021) had
listed Galathea Bay as one of the ‘Important
Coastal and Marine Biodiversity Areas’ and
‘Important Marine Turtle Habitats’ in the
country. It is included in Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ)-I, the zone with maximum
protection.

Then, on January 18, another Environment
Ministry expert committee approved a “zero
extent” Ecologically Sensitive Zone (ESZ)
(Annexure 14) for the Galathea NP to allow
use of land in the south-eastern and south-

that the park is home to the indigenous
Shompen community.

The notification says that an ESZ is needed to
protect the park from an ecological,
environmental and biodiversity point of view,
but goes on in the very next para to propose
a zero extent ESZ for nearly 70% of the
periphery of the park. It is almost as if the
unique diversity of life just listed suddenly
disappeared because of an arbitrary line
drawn to allow a slew of high value projects.

This is illustrated in the case of the Giant
leatherback turtle and the Nicobar
megapode, two charismatic species for
whom Great Nicobar is very important. The
beaches here, like at the mouth of the river
Galathea in South Bay are among the most
prominent nesting sites globally of the Giant
leatherback. It for this reason that the bay
was declared a wildlife sanctuary in 1997, but
has now been denotified to allow for the
transhipment port.

In his 2007 study of the Nicobar megapode
(Annexure 17), the globally endangered bird
unique to the Nicobars, K. Sivakumar of the
Wildlife Institute of India documented 90% of
this ground nesting bird’s nests to be within a
distance of 30 m from the shore. He notes
that the existing protected area network in
Great Nicobar is not designed for the
protection of the megapode and
recommends that the entire west and
southern coast of Great Nicobar – precisely
__
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Similar concerns exist about 
the impact on the Shompen
community. The proposed 
project areas are important 
foraging grounds for this 
hunter-gatherer nomadic 
community and the official 
Shompen Policy of 2015 
specifically noted that the 
welfare and integrity of 
these people should be 
given priority “with regard 
to large-scale development 
proposals in the future for 
Great Nicobar Island (such 
as trans-shipment 
port/container terminal 
etc.)”. Now, large forest 
areas here could become 
inaccessible and useless for 
the Shompen.

western part of the island
for the NITI Aayog plan. The
October 2020 draft
notification (Annexure 15)
for this zero extent ESZ had
ironically listed out in great
detail the park’s ecological
uniqueness – that it is part
of a UNESCO World
Heritage Site (Annexure
16), houses a range of
forest types, has one of the
best preserved tropical
rainforests in the world, is
home to 648 species of
flora and hosts 330 species
of fauna including rare and
endemic ones such as the
Nicobar wild pig, Nicobar
tree shrew, the Great
Nicobar crested serpent
eagle, Nicobar paradise
flycatcher and the Nicobar
megapode. It also notes

the area sought for the NITI
Aayog proposals – be
protected for the
megapode and other
wildlife like nesting marine
turtles. This is also in stark
contrast to the current
move to create a zero
extent ESZ for the Galathea
National Park.

Threat to Shompen

Available evidence
suggests that issues of the
geological volatility of
these islands are also not
being factored in. The
December 26, 2019, tender
document by WAPCOS
Limited for a ‘Traffic Study
for Creating Transshipment
port at South Bay, Great



Nicobar Island’  (Annexure  18)  justifies the  
port  here  by  noting that  “the topography  of  
the island is best suited, which has not  been  
damaged much even by  the  tsunami  on  
26.11.2004 (sic)”.

Yet, a  2005 Earthquake  Engineering Research 
Institute  (EERI) Special Earthquake Report  by  a  
multi-disciplinary team  from  the  
Indian  Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur  
(Annexure  19), recorded  witness  accounts 
of 8-metre-high tsunami waves hitting  the  
Great Nicobar coast  on December  26, 2004. 
“The lighthouse at Indira Point, the  
southernmost  tip  of the  Great Nicobar 
Island,  which was on high  ground  before 
the  earthquake,” the  report  notes,  “is now 
under water,  indicating a  land  subsidence of  
about  3-4  m.”

Loss of life and property then was limited
because the Great Nicobar coast is largely
uninhabited. This raises questions over safety
of life, property and the investments in this
zone and that too without accounting for the
complex ecological, social and geological
vulnerabilities here. Little, if anything, is also
known of the NITI Aayog vision document itself
– What is its rationale? What was the process
of its creation? Which agencies/individuals
were involved? What impact assessments, if
any, have been done at all?

Neither the NITI Aayog nor the agencies that
are facilitating it with zeal and efficiency have
made this available.

The Nicobari Megapode in the Galathea Bay Wildlife Sanctuary

Photo: Pankaj Sekhsaria



Following several media reports published
recently, a number of Right to Information
(RTI) applications have been filed seeking
information on various aspects of the NITI
Aayog’s development plans for Little
Andaman and Great Nicobar Islands.

While no mechanism exists to get a
comprehensive account of all such
applications, information gathered from
multiple sources, most prominently youRTI.in,
a public interest initiative that helps citizen
file RTI applications anonymously and for
free, suggests that at least nine applications
have been filed between March 1 and 27, at
various offices across the country. In Port
Blair these include one application each at
the offices of the Lieutenant Governor (LG)
and Chief Secretary (CS) of the islands and
two at the A&N Island (ANI) Administration’s
Department of Environment and Forests
(DEF). In Delhi, applications have been filed at
the NITI Aayog and the Union Ministries of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) and Shipping, Port and Waterways
(MoSPW) respectively.

The  earliest  RTI  in Port Blair was  filed at the  
office of the  CS  seeking  minutes  of meetings  
of the empowered committee set up  in 
September 2020  to  examine  proposals for  
denotification  of tribal  reserves in pursuance 
of the  NITI Aayog’s  vision  plans  (Annexure  
20). Held on February  4, the most recent  
meeting  of the  committee  chaired by  the  CS,  
reportedly  agreed to  denotify  about six sq.  
kms of the tribal  reserve on  Little  Andaman. 
No  formal  communication  or minutes of the 
meeting are yet  available  in the public 
domain, however.

The  application  in the LG’s  office, filed  via  
youRTI.in on March 16  lists  three sub  
questions  related to  the  ‘Techno-feasibility  
reports  of transshipment  ports  in Andaman 
and  Nicobar Islands’.  The two  filed  in the  DEF  
also via  youRTI.in are focussed explicitly  on 
the  NITI Aayog’s plan for  Great  Nicobar  
Island  –  one seeking details  of the  
comment(s)/recommendation(s) made  by  
the  Principal  Chief  Conservator  of Forests –
Wildlife of the  islands in the matter  and the 
second seeking  more granular  details  of the 
__

03
Citizens file RTI applications on NITI Aayog
plans for the Andaman & Nicobar islands
Mongabay India, 12 April 2021
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A 2006 image of the damaged infrastructure along the eastern coast of Great Nicobar Island 

Photo: Pankaj Sekhsaria

A MONUMENTAL FOLLY  |  1,7, $D\oJ
V 'HYHOoSPHQW 3ODQV for *rHDW 1LFoEDr ,VODQG  I  07



of India’s Wildlife Protection
Act – 1972 and the IUCN
endangered species list that
are found in the project
areas on the island. It also
seeks information on
Galathea Bay, the site of the
transshipment port and the
centrepiece of the plans for
Great Nicobar.

Little is known of what the
ZSI survey of February 2021
recorded but an illustrative
example of what might be in
store was on offer in the
February 10 issue of the Port
Blair based newspaper

recommendations regarding
the same set of projects but
by the Divisional Forest
Officer – Nicobar Division.

Of the five applications filed
in Delhi, three are via youRTI,
while the others – one each
at the NITI Aayog and the
MoSPW – have been filed
directly by interested
citizens. Filed on the 1st of
March, the application at the
Shipping ministry seeks
comprehensive techno-
feasibility details of all sites
considered for the
construction of the
transshipment port in the
___

The information sought

via these multiple RTIs,”
he continued, “also show

us the range of

institutions and issues

involved and the scale of

the questions that need

answering. That RTIs

have to be filed to get

such basic information of

plans and proposals of

such magnitude and

impact is indeed a grim

reminder of the sorry

state of affairs.”

islands since 2010. The application was
transferred to the office of the CS, A&N
Islands and then transferred again on March
17 to the PIO in Harbour Masters Office in
Port Blair.

The initial RTI application in the NITI Aayog’s
office had a list of four detailed questions
also related to the plans for Great Nicobar
Island – on the blueprint of the vision
document for the island and on the ‘techno-
economic-feasibility’ reports of the
transshipment port here. An objection was
raised that too many questions were being
asked following which the application with
just one question was refiled on March 19.

It is perhaps the two applications filed at
MoEFCC, both on 10th March via youRTI, that
are the most detailed and diverse. The first
seeks details of the integrated management
plan, the integrated coastal zone management
plan and the coastal zone impact assessment
for Little Andaman and Great Nicobar as
prepared by the National Centre for
Sustainable Coastal Management (NCSCM). It
also asks for all reports on the conservation of
the coastal and marine resources of these
islands prepared by the NCSCM including
those on social aspects and economics.

The second application is related specifically
to the Zoological Survey of India’s (ZSI)
February 2021 survey for an environment
impact assessment report of the Great
Nicobar development plans. It has eight
questions seeking details of the terrestrial,
inter-tidal and marine life listed in Schedule I

Andaman Chronicle.  The ZSI 
team  recorded _a  nesting  giant  leatherback 
female  while  on survey  here,  confirming that  
the  site  continues to  be  an important  nesting  
ground of this  endangered  turtle  and  the  
reason  why this beach is listed as an 
important marine  turtle  habitat  in India’s  
National Marine Turtle Action Plan (Annexure 7).

Even  more striking (and a  find that  set 
conservation circles abuzz) was  that this was 
the  same female  who  had  been tagged  in 
2014  while nesting on the  beach at West  Bay 
on Little  Andaman – the  site for  the  other  
huge  NITI Aayog  development  plan.  It  is the  
first  such record of the  species  using  
different beaches for  their nesting activities  
here. “This  should be  an important reminder 
to us,”  a  senior  research remarked  on 
conditions  of anonymity,  “of the  complex 
interlinkages and what the  NITI Aayog  plans  
put  at stake.



The Environment Appraisal Committee (EAC)
- Infrastructure I of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) has flagged serious concerns
about NITI Aayog’s ambitious project for
Great Nicobar Island. The committee has,
however, removed the first hurdle faced by
the project. It has “recommended” it “for
grant of terms of reference (TOR)” for
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
studies, which in the first instance will include
baseline studies over three months.

Documents uploaded recently on the
MoEFCC’s Parivesh portal show that the 15-
member committee headed by marine
biologist and former director, Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS), Deepak Apte, made
the decision following two meetings held on
March 17 and 18 and April 5 and 6. (Annexure
21, Annexure 22) The EAC was responding to
the 126 page ‘pre-feasibility’ report, ‘Holistic
Development of Great Nicobar Island at
Andaman and Nicobar Islands’ (Annexure 23),
prepared for the NITI Aayog by the
Gurugram-based consulting agency AECOM

India Private Limited. The proposal includes
an international container transshipment
terminal, a greenfield international airport, a
power plant and a township complex spread
over 166 sq. km. (mainly pristine coastal
systems and tropical forests), and is
estimated to cost Rs. 75,000 crore.

Concerns on site

The committee’s concerns were both
procedural and substantive. A discussion on
the proposal in the March meeting was
deferred because of delayed and incomplete
submission of documents. The missing
information included, the minutes of the
meeting note, details of the township to be
developed over 149 sq. km., a note on
seismic and tsunami hazards, freshwater
requirement details (6.5 lakh people are
envisaged to finally inhabit the island when
the present population is only 8,500; the
current total population of the entire island
chain is less than 4.5 lakh), and details of the
impact on the Giant Leatherback turtle.
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Green panel allows Great Nicobar
plan to advance

Large areas of coastal forests in the Nicobar islands were damaged by the earthquake and tsunami of December 2004
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The committee also noted that there were no
details of the trees to be felled — a number
that could run into millions since 130 sq. km.
of the project area has some of the finest
tropical forests in India. A point-wise
response to concerns was submitted by the
project proponent, the Andaman and Nicobar
Island Integrated Development Corporation
(ANIIDCO), on April 5, the very day the
committee convened for its next meeting.
Yet, the proposal was taken up for
consideration and even recommended for
grant of ToR to go ahead.

This, despite the fact that the committee
raised a number of additional issues,
including about Galathea Bay, the site of the
port and the centrepiece of the NITI Aayog
proposal. Galathea Bay is an iconic nesting
site in India of the enigmatic Giant
Leatherback, the world’s largest marine turtle
— borne out by surveys done over three
decades by the island’s Forest Department
and research agencies like the Andaman and
Nicobar Environment Team, Dakshin
Foundation and the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc) (Annexure 1, Annexure 2,
Annexure 6)

The committee noted that the site selection
for the port had been done mainly on
technical and financial criteria, ignoring the
environmental aspects. It has now asked for
“an independent study/evaluation for the
suitability of the proposed port site with
specific focus on Leatherback Turtle, Nicobar
Magapod (sic) and Dugong”.

Action points

This, in fact, is only one of over a 100 specific
points of action listed out by the committee.
They include, among others, the need for an
independent assessment of terrestrial and
marine biodiversity, a study on the impact of
dredging, reclamation and port operations,
including oil spills (to be carried out by
nationally recognised institutions such as the
Wildlife Institute of India, IISc or the Salim Ali
Centre for Ornithology and Natural History),
the need for studies of alternative sites for
the port with a focus on environmental and
ecological impact, especially on turtles,
analysis of risk-handling capabilities, a
seismic and tsunami hazard map, a disaster
management plan, details of labour, labour
____

The coastal forests along the eastern coast of Great Nicobar will be deeply impacted by if the proposed plan goes ahead

Photo: Pankaj Sekhsaria



camps and their
requirements, an
assessment of the
cumulative impact, and a
hydro-geological study to
assess impact on round
and surface water regimes.

Corporate policy

AECOM’s pre-feasibility
report has proposed 2022-
23 for the commencement
of work on the site. “How is
that possible,” asks an
island expert, requesting
anonymity. “One year is
simply not enough if the
government and project
proponents follow the
EAC’s recommendations in
letter and spirit. And how
can extensive baseline
studies be carried out in
just three months?”

Ecological surveys in the
last few years have
reported a number of new
species, many restricted to
just the Galathea region.
These include the critically
endangered Nicobar
shrew, the Great Nicobar
crake, the Nicobar frog,
the Nicobar cat snake, a
new skink (Lipinia sp), a
new lizard (Dibamus sp,)
and a snake of the
Lycodon sp that is yet to
be described.

“None of these are even
mentioned in AECOM’s
pre-feasibility report or the
EAC’s observations,” he
notes. “We don’t even fully
know what exists here,
leave alone understanding
the many fragile inter-
linkages of the Great
Nicobar’s complex systems.”
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The committee has also
asked for details of the
corporate environment
policy of the implementing
agency — whether the
company has an
environment policy, a
prescribed standard
operating procedure to deal
with environmental and
forest violations, and a
compliance management
system. ANIIDCO, the Port
Blair based project
proponent, is a government
undertaking involved in
activities such as tourism,
trading (iron and steel, milk,
petroleum products, and
liquor) and infrastructure
development for tourism
and fisheries. Its annual
turnover for 2018-19 was
Rs. 379 crore, and handling
a mega infrastructure
project estimated to cost
Rs. 75,000 crore appears
way beyond its capacity.



In response to an RTI application, the NITI
Aayog has said it has no vision document for
the development of Great Nicobar Island, of
the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. The reply is
baffling because of the timing.

It comes nine months after the NITI Aayog
issued a request for proposals (RfP)
(Annexure 24) for ‘Preparation of Master Plan
for Holistic Development of Great Nicobar
Island’, two months after Gurgaon-based
AECOM India Pvt. Ltd. submitted a 126-page
proposal for a Rs-75000-crore plan
(Annexure 23), and a month after the
environment ministry’s Environment
Appraisal Committee – Infrastructure I raised
serious concerns over it but also
recommended the ‘grant of terms of
reference’ to undertake environmental
impact assessments (Annexure 22).

“As far as NRE Vertical [of] NITI Aayog is
concerned, no vision document has been
prepared for proposed development plans in
Great Nicobar Island, A&N Island,” the
advisory think-tank said in response to an
application (reg. no. PLCOM/R/E/21/00145).
The reply is dated May 6, 2021, and is signed
_____

by L. Gopinath, senior research officer, NITI
Aayog’s environment and forest division
(Annexure 25). It is in response to a query
filed by a private citizen.

The plan

The 126-page pre-feasibility report
(Annexure 23) that AECOM India created for
NITI Aayog is entitled ‘Holistic Development
of Great Nicobar Island at Andaman and
Nicobar Islands’. It is available to read on the
environment ministry’s ‘Parivesh’ portal. It
was prepared in response to an extensive
(201-page) RfP for a ‘master plan’ to
‘holistically develop’ Great Nicobar Island,
which NITI Aayog issued in September 2020
(Annexure 24).

According to the report, its purpose is to
provide “a framework for development of a
new ‘greenfield city’ with a diverse and
robust economy based on maritime services
and tourism, amongst other drivers”. It goes
on to propose a stunning Rs 75,000 crore
plan that includes an international container
___
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Mystery Deepens: NITI Aayog says it has 
no vision document for Great Nicobar 

The Great Nicobar coastline which is the location for the proposed plans being pushed by the NITI Aayog



transshipment terminal, a
greenfield international
airport, a power plant and a
township complex.

The plan also envisions
accommodating 6.5 lakh
people on the island by
2050 over an area of 166
sq. km. This land is mainly
occupied today by pristine
coastal systems and
tropical forests.

Facilitating the
process

The last few months have
seen hectic activity on the
policy and regulation fronts
towards implementing this

multiple forest types and
one of the best-preserved
tropical rainforests in the
world. It is also home to 648
species of flora and 330
species of fauna, including
rare and endemic ones like
the Nicobar wild pig,
Nicobar tree shrew, the
Great Nicobar crested
serpent eagle, Nicobar
paradise flycatcher and the
Nicobar megapode.

The denial

While senior members of
NITI Aayog have denied to
journalists that the body has
plans for the islands, what
stands out in the RTI
response is that it is from
the same division – Natural
Resource and Environment
_
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The general pattern of

responses to nearly a

dozen RTI applications

filed by citizens in the last

two months to various

offices – lieutenant

governor; chief secretary

and the island

administration’s department
of environment and

forests, Port Blair; and the

NITI Aayog, and ministries

of environment and

shipping in New Delhi – has

been striking. In each of

these cases, the officials

concerned have consistently

denied information to the

applicant.
proposal. This  in turn makes
NITI  Aayog’s  denial  to the
RTI query  more  mystifying.
The government had created a  special 
committee  under the chairmanship of the  
chief secretary, Andaman &  Nicobar  Islands, in 
September 2020 to facilitate  the  
denotification of tribal  reserves on the Little  
Andaman and Great Nicobar Islands  
(Annexure 26), to acquire the land.

In  January 2021,  the  National  Board  for  
Wildlife,  India’s apex body  for  wildlife  
conservation, denotified the  Galathea Bay 
Wildlife  Sanctuary in its entirety  explicitly  for 
the  port  in the  bay  (Annexure 8,  Annexure 9).  
This bay is India’s  most  iconic nesting  site for 
giant  leatherback turtles.  The  environment 
ministry’s  National  Marine  Turtle Action  Plan  
(Annexure 7),  released in February  2021,  also 
included the  bay with  other sites on these 
islands as important  marine  turtle  habitats.

A few weeks later, another  expert committee  
of the ministry okayed  a  proposal to declare a 
zero extent eco-sensitive zone  (Annexure  14) 
for the  Galathea  National Park,  thus  availing  
the  entire  low-lying  coastal area  along  the  
island’s  east coast  for projects  proposed 
under the  plan.

Experts have also raised concerns  of the 
impact all of these  activities will  have  on the  
rich forests  and coastal  and marine  
ecosystems of Great Nicobar.  The  island 
hosts a UNESCO World Heritage  Site, 
________

(NRE) Vertical, Island Development – that
issued the RfP last year. Emails sent to
Gopinath, who signed the RTI response, and
to Saloni Goel, a specialist in the NRE vertical
who had issued the 201-page RfP, hadn’t
elicited a response at the time of publishing
this article.

“One cannot even say that we have a case
here of the right hand not knowing of what the
left is doing,” a senior researcher on the island
who has been following these developments
said on condition of anonymity.

“Those who file RTIs need to be more careful
of the language and the terminology in their
requests to avoid such responses and
denials,” Pratik Kumar, of the Yugma
Environmental Justice Clinic, and who has
filed many RTI applications in the matter of
NITI Aayog’s plans, said. “This RTI response
might be correct in the limited technical
sense, but it is certainly not in line with the
spirit of the RTI Act.”

“Not just a vision – a full-fledged 126-page
report exists and a plan of Rs 75,000 crore
has already been drawn out for Great
Nicobar in response to the call from the NITI
Aayog,” the senior researcher quoted earlier
said. “What we have here now, however, is
the Aayog telling us nothing exists at all. It
can’t get more Kafkaesque than this.”



In its 60th meeting, held on January 5, 2021,
the standing committee of the National
Board for Wildlife (NBWL), India’s apex body
for wildlife conservation, took a decision that
baffled many in the legal and conservation
communities. The Galathea Bay Wildlife
Sanctuary is located along the southeast
coast of Great Nicobar island, over an area of
11.44 sq. km. It is India’s most iconic nesting
site for leatherback turtles. And the NBWL
denotified it in its entirety (Annexure 8,
Annexure 9).

The NBWL has a mandate to conserve and
develop forests and wildlife. But it provided
no justification for its decision except,
ironically, that the area was needed for an
“international shipment project”.

In an obvious acknowledgement that the
project would adversely impact the turtle
nesting here, the standing committee also
directed the Andaman and Nicobar Islands’
administration to prepare a “comprehensive
management plan for conservation and
protection of leatherback turtles in Great
____

Nicobar”. According to the meeting’s
minutes, the director of the Wildlife Institute
of India, Dehradun, said a mitigation plan was
needed to ensure marine turtles continue to
nest here during the construction and
operation of the project.

Port site issues

There are two related issues researchers
have raised about the site the government
has proposed for the port.

First: The meeting itself specified no specific
mitigation measures, presumably because
the project’s details weren’t available until
March, when the 126-page pre-feasibility
report came out. This document, entitled
‘Holistic Development of Great Nicobar
Island at Andaman and Nicobar Islands’, was
prepared by AECOM India Pvt. Ltd.,
Gurugram, for NITI Aayog (Annexure 23). An
official body called the Environment
Appraisal Committee – Infrastructure I, in the
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Location, port design could spell doom 
for turtles at Galathea Bay: experts 

A Giant leatherback returns to the sea after having nested on the beach of the Galathea Bay Wildlife Sanctuary; a 2002 image
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Union environment ministry, discussed this
report in March and April. It then
recommended the grant of ‘terms of
reference’ for the work to continue and to
conduct an environment impact assessment
(Annexure 22). The pre-feasibility report
recommends Galathea Bay as the most
feasible of five sites to construct the port.

“India is currently president of the
Convention of Migratory Species. We are in a
leadership position to support conservation
of these leatherback turtles and this does not
include denotifying protected areas which
are their breeding sites,” Neha Sinha, head of
conservation and policy at the Bombay
Natural History Society, said. “Galathea Bay
should be restored and managed as the
wildlife sanctuary that it was until recently.”

Aarthi Sridhar, a coastal researcher, asked,
“What might be reasons for denotifying the
sanctuary even prior to concrete project
feasibility and clearances?” According to her,
the NBWL’s decision suggests
_______________

“pre-judgement of clearance outcomes and
values, and signals lack of interest in the legally
mandated process of examination of diverse
ecological, economic and social reasons.”

Nesting site characteristics

The second issue is more directly related to
the specific site and the port design the pre-
feasibility report proposes. Turtle biologists
who have looked at the plan said that if the
port is built as such, it could mark the end of
Galathea Bay’s status as a nesting site. This in
turn seriously calls into question the NBWL’s
claim that the mitigation plans will actually
mitigate the problem.

The leatherback turtle can grow up to six feet
long and weigh as much as 900 kg. There
hasn’t been much research worldwide on the
ideal characteristics of a leatherback’s
nesting site. However, factors that seem to
matter include “offshore bathymetry and
_____

Proposed port plan for Galathea Bay from Prefeasibility report, Map annotated by researchers
from Dakshin Foundation; see Annexure 23 for details 
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obstructions, slope and
elevation of the beach,”
according to one paper
published in 2013 (Annexure
27). The same paper also
notes that nesting is
negatively impacted by
“removal of natural
vegetation and
construction of jetties,
seawalls, buildings and
other structures [as this]
disrupts natural beach
accretion and erosion
cycles, ultimately leading to
a reduction in beach width,
slope and elevation from
loss of sand.”

“We know that leatherbacks
prefer sloping beaches with
deep offshore waters,” says
Muralidharan
Manoharakrishnan and
Adhith Swaminathan, turtle
biologists at the Dakshin
Foundation monitoring
turtle populations in the
islands for many years.
_____

have to force themselves
through only a gap of 300
m, between the
breakwaters.

“Galathea isn’t a very wide
bay, and with the
breakwaters constructed on
both sides narrowing the
entry into the bay and the
adjacent beaches, I doubt
leatherbacks will continue
nesting there,”
Manoharakrishnan said. “The
breakwaters and the
construction will only erode
the beach and the associated
disturbance from dredging,
lights and increased human
presence will dissuade
leatherbacks from nesting,”
since these reptiles are very
sensitive to lights during
nesting.

The recommended port
site, the proposed design
and the breakwaters are
only some of the issues that
will impact the turtles.
______

The design for the port at
Galathea Bay envisages a
6-km berth for the port
and two breakwaters
2.53 km and 1.37 km long.
To “provide round-the-
year wave tranquillity,”
the pre-feasibility report
writes, the idea is to
restrict the width of the
port’s entry to 300
metres.

“This can reduce access
and the chances of
nesting quite
dramatically because of
the alternation of the
fundamental
characteristics of the
nesting beach,” Kartik
Shanker, associate
professor at the Centre
for Ecological Sciences,
Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru, said.

“This is most likely the same reason why
Galathea Bay is good for turtles as it is also
for a port.”

The port design

The leatherback turtles currently approach
the bay through a mouth-opening more than
3 km wide. After the port comes up, they will

There’s also the disturbance during
construction, if and when it begins, the
eventual shipping traffic and the ever-
possible threats in the form of toxic spills and
coastal pollution.

Taken together, the best mitigation plan will
be to not have the project at all. If the project
begins, nothing can mitigate the disasters
awaiting Galathea Bay and its turtles.



Marine turtle researchers and organisations
from across India have expressed concerns
over the tourism and infrastructure plans that
NITI Aayog has proposed for the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands. They have referred in
particular to the tourism and township plan
over 240 sq. km of Little Andaman Island
(Annexure 3) and the Rs-75,000-crore plan
for Great Nicobar Island, including a
transshipment port at Galathea Bay, an
important nesting site of giant leatherback
turtles (Annexure 23).

These and other concerns were enumerated
in a recent letter (Annexure 28) that experts
sent to a host of government officials,
including the chairperson of the expert
appraisal committee of the environment
ministry, the ministry secretary, its inspector
general (wildlife) and NITI Aayog vice-
chairman. It was also sent to the islands’ chief
wildlife warden, the lieutenant governor and
the chief secretary. “Both Little Andaman
Island and Great Nicobar Island,” the letter
notes, “host vital and important nesting
grounds for leatherback turtles, being one of
the few global hotspots and India’s index
leatherback nesting sites.”

Those who signed the letters include Kartik
Shanker, associate professor, Indian Institute
of Science and Rom Whitaker of the Madras
Crocodile Bank Trust. Other signatories to
the letter are affiliated with, among others,
Dakshin Foundation, Bengaluru; Project
Swarajya, Odisha; Green Habitat, Kerala; and
Prakruti Nature Club, Gujarat.

Akila Balu and Aruv V., founder trustees of
Chennai-based Students’ Sea Turtle
Conservation Network, put the letter
together; the group itself has been at the
forefront of many turtle awareness and
conservation campaigns. “I feel pained,
helpless and angry at watching this mindless
destruction in the name of development,”
Arun said. “We have to realise that we are not
the sole inheritors and inhabitants of this
planet.”

The two sites of specific concern on Little
Andaman are the beaches at South and West
Bay, both important leatherback nesting
sites. South Bay is proposed to be part of a
'Leisure Zone' where a film city, a residential
district and a tourism-related special
economic zone are to come up. West Bay is
______
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Experts concerned over centre’s tourism, 
development plans for A&N Islands

Nicobari macaque, Galathea Bay Wildlife Sanctuary
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to be part of a ‘West Bay Nature Retreat’ with
themed resorts, underwater resorts, beach
hotels and high-end residential villas.
(Annexure A3)

Importantly, the roughly 7-km-long beach at
West Bay is the site of a pioneering long-
term monitoring and satellite tracking project
of the nesting turtles. Carried out jointly by
the Andaman and Nicobar Environment
Team, Dakshin Foundation, the Indian
Institute of Science and the islands’ forest
department, the project has revealed
hitherto unknown migration patterns.

Satellite-tagged female leatherbacks have
been found swimming up to 13,000 km after
nesting at West Bay, towards the western
coast of Australia and southwest towards
Africa’s east (Annexure 6). This is evidence,
the letter notes, that these sites are “globally
significant and internationally important for
marine ecological health and global
leatherback numbers in the Indian Ocean and
the Western Pacific Ocean.”

Great Nicobar Island

For Great Nicobar Island, the principal concern
is related to the Rs-75,000-crore integrated
project that includes an international
transshipment port at Galathea Bay plus an
airport, a power plant and a township. The letter
notes that not only was Galathea Bay a wildlife
sanctuary, it is also listed as an ‘Important
Coastal and Marine Biodiversity Area’ and
‘Important Marine Turtle Habitat’ by the
National Marine Turtle Action Plan (Annexure 7),
which the Union environment ministry released
in February 2021.

ministry agreed to a zero-extent ecologically
sensitive zone for the Galathea National Park
to make additional forest land available for
the project (Annexure 14).

The Great Nicobar proposal, like the one for
Little Andaman, seeks over 240 sq. km of
coastal and forest land over two phases of
development, and seeks to bring 6.5 lakh
people here by 2050. The current total
population of this 910 sq. km island is only
8,500.

“These projects will have a significant
negative impact on the leatherback turtles in
these islands, which is the only location in
South Asia where they nest in significant
_____

Tree ferns in the Galathea Bay National Park

Photo: Pankaj Sekhsaria

Noting that NITI Aayog’s
proposals run the risk of
destabilising and
disintegrating these
sensitive ecological
zones, the letter asks for
the Galathea Bay Wildlife
Sanctuary to be
renotified. It concludes by
pointing to the current
challenges of the
“pandemic, resource
scarcity and a climate
crisis” and appeals to the
Indian government to
reconsider the proposed
plans.

Yet the standing committee  
of the  National  Board for  
Wildlife  denotified it  in its 
entirety in January 2021  for  
the  “construction as well  as  
operational  phases of the  
International  Shipment 
Project.”  (Annexure  8). The  
letter  notes that  “the scale 
of the  project  and  the  
investment  proposed could 
signal the  end  of a crucial 
leatherback  nesting  site,  
and the ecological richness 
of the last remnants of  
untouched tropical  forests 
and marine  ecosystems in  
India.”  The letter  also points 
to the  fact that in January 
2021, the  environment 
______

numbers,” B.C. Choudhury,
one of the letter’s signatories
and the IUCN- Species
Survival Commission Marine
Turtle Specialist Group’s
current regional vice-chair
for South Asia, told The Wire

Science. “India is a signatory
to the memorandum of
understanding on the
Conservation and
Management of Marine
Turtles and their Habitats of
the Indian Ocean and South-
East Asia, and it is our
responsibility to do
everything possible to
safeguard such important
nesting sites.”



Six months after the National
Board for Wildlife (NBWL)
justified denotifying a
significant nesting site for
Giant leatherback turtles in
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands based on an expert’s
opinion, the expert’s
institute – a premier wildlife
research body – has said it
has no expertise on these
reptiles in this area.

The Indian government
created the Galathea Bay
wildlife sanctuary in 1997,
and recently, in February this
year, listed it in India’s
National Marine Turtle
Action Plan (Annexure 7) as

A standing committee of the 
NBWL approved the 
denotification in January 
2021. The minutes of the 
committee’s meeting 
(Annexure 8) included the 
following statement by 
Dhananjai Mohan, director of 
the Wildlife Institute of India 
(WII): “If the Government 
would like to de-notify the 
Galathea Bay WLS, then it is 
strongly urged  that the 
concerned authorities 
develop and implement a 
mitigation plan to facilitate 
leatherback and other turtles 
to continuously nest for 
which the connectivity 
_______

08
The Wire, 16 July 2021

Article link: http://tiny.cc/9slkuz

After approving Nicobar sanctuary 
denotification, WII says no expertise

Tracks of a leatherback, Galathea Bay Wildlife Sanctuary

Photo: Pankaj Sekhsaria
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However, the WII itself has
said that it has no
expertise on or experience
with leatherback turtles
research in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands. In a
June 7 response to a Right
to Information (RTI)
application filed by legal
researchers in Bengaluru,
the institute said it has
never by itself or in
collaboration with other
institutions conducted
“any study exclusively on
leatherback turtles ofANI”

as an important nesting site for giant 
leatherback turtles, a vulnerable species. But a 
month earlier, the Union environment ministry 
had already denotified all 11.44 sq. km of it to 
facilitate NITI Aayog’s proposal for a mega 
transshipment port in the area at an 
estimated cost of Rs 35,000 crore.

between the Galathea River and the Bay 
should be ensured. The mitigation plan needs 
to be developed through a detailed study so 
that marine turtles continue to nest on the 
beaches near the Galathea Bay during both 
construction as well as operational phases of 
the International Shipment Project.”



Lack of expertise
The  only  turtles-related study  that  the  RTI 
response refers to  is a  30-page report  
entitled ‘An  assessment  of the  environmental  
sensitiveness of sea turtle nesting beaches  of  
the  Great  Nicobar Island’.  But  this report  is 
based on a  survey undertaken after the  
director  recorded  his  opinion  at the  standing 
committee meeting in January.

Curiously,  B.C.  Choudhury, a  former scientist  
with the  WII,  said the  WII  has  in fact 
undertaken research involving leatherback  
turtles  at the  Andaman  and Nicobar Islands  –
including one  under  his supervision a  decade  
ago. “This was a  collaborative  project with 
the Centre  for Cellular  and Molecular Biology,  
Hyderabad,”  (Annexure  30) Choudhury, who  
is the  South  Asia  regional vice-chair  for  the  
IUCN Species Survival Commission’s  Marine  
Turtle Specialist Group, said.  “I  also 
collaborated  on another project  with the  
Indian  Institute of Science and the  Dakshin 
Foundation for  the  first satellite-tagging 
study  on leatherback turtles  here.  I am not 
sure  why WII  has taken  the  stand  that it has  
not studied the  leatherback in the  islands.”

Ecological rationale
Another senior  turtle  researcher aware of the  
issue said on condition of  anonymity  that  
“the WII  director’s  statement  never made 
ecological  sense”.  According to  him, “The 
logic  for connectivity between  the  Galathea 
River  and  the  bay where  it  enters the  sea  and 
where  the  turtles nest was not clear. It  is also 
not clear what mitigation plan is being 
proposed or how  it will be  implemented.”

Choudhury  agreed,  adding  that  director 
Mohan’s statement – that “connectivity 
between the  river and  the  bay needs  to be 
maintained” – is akin  to the  WII  giving  its  
professional and scientific okay for the port 
development project.
A Gurugram-based company called AECOM 
India Pvt. Ltd. had prepared a pre-feasibility 
report for NITI Aayog, entitled ‘Holistic 
Development of Great Nicobar Island at 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands’ (Annexure 23). 
This report proposed two breakwaters 2.53  
km and 1.37 km long to “provide round-the-
year wave tranquillity,” for the port’s benefit. 
If these breakwaters are built, they will reduce 
the width of Galathea Bay’s opening from 3 
___

km today  to  just 300 metres.  This 
reduction would render it virtually  impossible 
for  the  turtles  to  access their  nesting sites –
the  beaches.

“Galathea isn’t a very  wide bay,  and with  
breakwaters constructed  on both sides 
narrowing  the  entry  into  the  bay and the  
adjacent beaches,  I doubt  leatherbacks  will 
continue  nesting there,” Muralidharan  
Manoharakrishnan, a  turtle  biologist  with the  
Dakshin Foundation,  said. “Unfortunately, I 
can’t think of any  example – where  once  
developmental  activities  were given  
clearance  over a  critical habitat  and care was  
taken  to  ensure  that  the  habitat  survived  
afterwards  –  to use as precedent.”

An email to  WII’s Mohan requesting  his 
comment on his institute’s RTI  reply hadn’t 
elicited  a response at the  time  of publishing 
this  article.

No compelling grounds
Lawyer  and legal researcher Sreeja 
Chakraborty’s team  had filed  the  RTI  
application  with the  WII.  She  said the  
sanctuary’s “denotification  is illegal  as per  
sections  18  and  26A of the  Wildlife Act and  
Article 48A of the Constitution.” Chakraborty 
added that the  stand  committee  meeting’s 
minutes “indicate”  that  the  islands’ 
administration  was  acting under  the  Centre’s 
orders, and had failed  to  “apply  its  mind and  
ask … as to  why the  intent to  notify  a  
sanctuary  in 1997  should be  overturned  now  
in 2021.

“What  are  the  compelling  grounds?  Where  
are  the  documents  and  the  research to  back  
this  decision?”



TIMELINE OF DEVELOPMENTS

Draft notification  for Galathea  Bay Wildlife Sanctuary

Massive earthquake  off  the  coast of Sumatra  followed by  the  giant South  
and South East Asian tsunami

Report of the  Earthquake  Engineering  Research Institute  (EERI),  by  Indian  
Institute  of Technology recording subsidence  of 3-4 of land  in Great 
Nicobar due  to the  earthquake  of 26 December  2004  (Annexure 19)

WII  study  by  K Sivakumar on  impact of tsunami  on coastal flora and  fauna in 
Great  Nicobar; the study had recommended that  the entire  west  and 
southern coast of Great Nicobar be  brought  under the  protected area  
network.  (Annexure 17)

Satellite telemetary studies by  the  Dakshin Foundation,  Indian Institute  of 
Science and the  A&N Forest Department  show that Leatherbacks nesting  on 
Little Andaman Island swim  as far  as Australia  and Madagascar. (Annexure 6)

Publication  of the  'Policy on Shompen Tribe  of Great Nicobar  Island‘.
(Annexure 13)

Call  for  Expression  of Interest  floated by  the A&N Port Management Board 
for a container transshipment  terminal and free trade  warehousing  zone  at 
Galathea  Bay (Annexure 10)

Tender document  by  WAPCOS  Limited  for a  'Traffic Study for Creating  
Transshipment  port at  South Bay (Galathea  Bay),  Great Nicobar Island 
(Annexure 18)

The Andaman  and  Nicobar Islands Integrated  Development  Corporation 
(ANIIDCO) is designated  the  nodal agency  for  the  implementation  of the  
Holistic Development  plan  for  Great Nicobar  Island (Annexure  11)

PM  Narendra Modi announces a transshipment  project in Great Nicobar 
involving an investment  of Rs.  10,000  crore

NITI  Aayog issues  a  201 page request for proposal (RfP)  for 'Preparation  of 
Master Plan  for Holistic  Development of Great Nicobar  Island'  (Annexure 24)

Constitution  of an empowered committee  by  Director, Tribal Welfare,  A&N 
Islands, to examine NITI Aayog's proposals for Little Andaman and Great 
Nicobar Islands (Annexure 12, Annexure 26)

Publication  of draft  notification  of the  ESZ  for  the  Galathea  National  Park  
(Annexure 15)

Denotification  of the  Galathea  Bay WLS approved by  the  Standing  
Committee of the  National  Board for Wildlife (Annexure 8)

Notification  by  the  MoEFCC of a 'zero extent' ESZ  for  a  major  part  of the  
Galathea National  Park  to  allow use of land  in the south-eastern  and  south-
western  part of the  island  for the  NITI  Aayog plan  (Annexure 14)

Release of National  Marine  Turtle  Action Plan  by  MoEFCC  (Annexure 7)

Meeting  of the  empowered  committee  to  discuss  denotifcation  of the  six  
sq. kms of the Onge  Tribal  Reserve, Little Andaman  Island (Annexure  20)

1997

Dec 2004

2005

2007

2010-2014
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Dec 2019

Mid- 2020

Aug 2020

Sep 2020

Oct 2020

05 Jan 2021

18 Jan 2021

01 Feb 2021

04 Feb 2021 
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Survey by the Zoological Survey of India to assess the biodiversity of Great
Nicobar Island

A number of RTIs filed by concerned citizens seeking information on the NITI
Aayog plans for Little Andaman and Great Nicobar Islands

Publication by AECOM India Pvt. Lid of a 126 page pre-feasibility report
titled: 'Holistic Development of Great Nicobar Island at Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. The client for the same is NITI Aayog (Annexure 23)

Meeting of the Environment Appraisal Committee (EAC)- Infrastructure I of
the MoEFCC to discuss the proposal for Great Nicobar Island. The EAC did
not take any decision citing lack of enough information from the same
(Annexure 21)

ANIIDCO, the project implementing agency submits the additional detail
sought in the March meeting of the EAC.

Meeting of the EAC where it 'recommended" the Great Nicobar proposal for
"grant of terms of reference (ToR)" for EIA studies (Annexure 22)

NITI Aayog says in response to a right to information (RTI) application that
"no vision document has been prepared for proposed development plans in
Great Nicobar Island' (Annexure 25)

Leading turtle researchers and research organisations send a letter of
concern to concerned authorities on impact of development projects in
Little Andaman and Great Nicobar Islands

WII says in response to RTI application that it has never by itself or in
collaboration with other institutions conducted "any study exclusively on
leatherback turtles of ANOI' (Annexure 29)

Feb 2021

Mar 2021

Early Mar 2021

17-18 Mar 2021

05 Apr 2021 

05-06 Apr 2021

06 May 2021

Jun 2021

07 Jun 2021



ANNEXURE 01



I n d i a n  O c e a n  Tu r t l e  N e w s l e t t e r  N o .  2 9

8

studies on Sri Lanka’s turtles, but should not be the last. !e 
results pose more questions than they answer. Researchers 
in Sri Lanka, India and elsewhere are encouraged to 
develop partnerships and share resources to develop more 
telemetry and genetics studies on the countries’ turtle 
populations. !ese should aim to fully determine the 
ecology, range and behaviours of these populations with 
a view to better informing future conservation efforts.
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INTRODUCTION

Leatherback nesting in India is currently restricted to the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Andrews et al., 2006). 
A long-term monitoring programme was established in 
2008 at Little Andaman Island, and two index beaches, 
South and West Bay (Figure 1) were chosen to study 
the recovery of leatherback turtles a$er the earthquake 
and tsunami of December 2004 (Swaminathan et al., 
2011, 2017). Over the years, the objectives evolved to 
include monitoring of leatherback nesting at the index 

beaches through a capture-recapture programme. 
!e data indicate that leatherback nesting on Little 
Andaman Island has recovered substantially a$er the 
2004 tsunami and seems stable with some fluctuations 
(Swaminathan et al., 2017). One of the components of 
the project was to identify the post-nesting migratory 
routes of leatherback turtles nesting in this region. For 
the first time in India, leatherback turtles were tagged 
with satellite transmitters to understand their migratory 
routes and foraging sites (Namboothri et al., 2012). 
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METHODS

Between 2011 and 2014, ten nesting leatherback turtles 
were tagged with Platform Transmitter Terminals 
(PTT), model Kiwisat 202 (specially designed for 
leatherback turtles by Sirtrack Wildlife Tracking 
Solutions Ltd.), on West Bay beach. All satellite 
transmitters were equipped with a saltwater switch, 
programmed to transmit continuously for the first 
three months and every alternate day for the rest of 
the period. !e PTTs were attached surgically onto the 
carapace of nesting females using the direct attachment 
method (Fossette et al., 2008; Byrne et al., 2009).

All tagged turtles were monitored regularly based on 
the data received through ARGOS and the data were 
analysed using the Satellite Tracking Analysis Tool 
(STAT; Coyne & Godley, 2005; www.seaturtle.org/STAT).

RESULTS

All the turtles tagged on West Bay, Little Andaman, 
initially travelled south and then predominantly in 
two directions: South East (five turtles) towards the 
western coast of Australia, and South West (four 
turtles) towards the eastern coast of Africa (Figure 
2). Data about one turtle was not transmitted. 

One of the tracked turtles (PTT ID No. 113335 tagged 
on 3rd February 2013) travelled southeast to the coast of 
Western Australia (6,713km) before transmission stopped 
(Figure 2). Another turtle (PTT ID No. 113336, tagged on 
5th January 2014) travelled southwest to the Northeastern 
coast of Madagascar in 395 days, swimming 12,328km. 

Figure 1. Map of Little Andaman.

Similarly, PTT ID No. 113337 (tagged on 8th January 
2014) travelled close to the western coast of Mozambique 
in 266 days, covering 13,237km; this turtle also travelled 
to the north-west coast of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands during the inter-nesting period and remained 
in the Andaman Sea for several weeks (post-nesting) 
before heading southwest. Turtle No. 113337 travelled an 
average distance of 49.8km per day (Figure 2; Table 1).

DISCUSSION

!e patterns of movements demonstrated by adult female 
turtles tagged in 2013 and 2014 was consistent with 
those previously tagged in 2011 and 2012 (Namboothri 
et al., 2012). !ey traverse much of the Indian Ocean 
during their foraging migrations, ranging as far east as 
Western Australia, and as far west as Mozambique and 
Madagascar. !e migration strategy appears to be direct 
with open ocean crossing or indirect with movements 
along the coastal shelf. !e average distance covered in 
a day by the nine turtles was 43.5±13.8km (StDev; Range 
15.6-60.2km). 

While we now have some insight into the migratory 
patterns of leatherbacks in the Indian Ocean, more 
satellite telemetry studies need to be carried out in 
subsequent years to assess if there are other migratory 
routes taken by the turtles nesting at Little Andaman. 
Additional data on dive behaviour and oceanography will 
help us better understand their migratory behavior and 
identify ‘hot spots’ where leatherbacks are vulnerable to 
fishing activities. 
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Turtle ID
Release Date

yyyy-mm-dd
# Days Transmitted

Total Distance 

Travelled (km)

Average Distance 

Per Day (km)

103333 2011-01-04 179 7,312 40.85

103334 2011-01-04 69 1,077 15.60

103335 2011-01-05 92 4,600 50.00

103402 2012-02-13 77 4,634 60.20

113332 2012-01-23 183 6,998 38.24

113333 2012-01-23 51 2,690 52.75

113334 2012-01-23 - - -

113335 2013-02-03 125 6,713 53.70

113336 2014-01-05 395 12,328 31.20

113337 2014-01-08 266 13,237 49.80

Table 1. Satellite telemetry data of 10 female leatherback turtles tagged in West Bay, Little Andaman, from 2011-2014.

Figure 2. Post-nesting migratory routes of leatherback turtles nesting at Little Andaman. Turtle icons represent the 
tagging location and the last known locations for each individual turtle. For coloured tracks, see the pdf version, available 

on-line.
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Nicobar group of islands undergoing submergence 
(Ramachandran et al., 2005), while coastal plates in some 
of the Andaman Islands were upli"ed (CORDIO/IUCN, 
2005; Kulkarni, 2005). In 2008, a long-term monitoring 
programme was initiated at Little Andaman Island to 
monitor the post-tsunami recovery of nesting leatherback 
turtles. #e observations made at South and West Bay 
of Little Andaman suggested that leatherback nesting 
had recovered substantially a"er the 2004 tsunami, and 
the population appeared stable with some fluctuations 
(Swaminathan et al., 2011; Swaminathan et al., 2016).

Poor infrastructure and challenging logistics have limited 
sea turtle monitoring and conservation efforts in the 
Nicobars since the 2004 tsunami. Barring a few reports 
and surveys that indicated some beaches have re-formed, 
there is little information on the recovery of these 
nesting beaches and populations (Namboothri et al., 
2011; IOSEA, 2012; Jadeja et al., 2015). Here, we report 
on our rapid surveys of nesting beaches throughout the 
Nicobar group that are being used by the four sea turtles 
found in this region (leatherback, green, olive ridley and 
hawksbill turtles), with a primary focus on leatherback 
turtle nesting on Great and Little Nicobar Islands. 

INTRODUCTION

Nesting of leatherback turtles was first observed in the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands by Satish Bhaskar while 
conducting surveys for the Madras Crocodile Bank 
Trust in 1979 (Bhaskar, 1979a, 1979b), with his first 
sighting on West Bay beach of Little Andaman Island 
on 31st December of that year (Bhaskar, 1979c). Since 
Bhaskar’s reports, additional surveys and reports have 
confirmed that the beaches of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands are an important nesting ground for leatherback 
turtles in India (Andrews et al., 2001; Andrews et 
al., 2006a; Andrews et al., 2006b; Namboothri et al., 
2011; Swaminathan et al., 2011; Swaminathan et al., 
2016). #ere are earlier records of sporadic leatherback 
nesting from the Indian mainland (Kar & Bhaskar, 
1982); however, the current nesting populations 
are restricted to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Many nesting sites for sea turtles in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands were severely affected by the December 
2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and the subsequent 
tsunami. #e coastline and the shore topography were 
severely altered in many of these islands, with the 
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METHODS

Between 2nd March and 18th April 2016, the first three 
authors visited the entire Nicobar group of islands 
(Figure 1), to understand the recovery of previously 
described nesting beaches, identify new nesting beaches, 
and document nesting intensities on all visited beaches.

Local fishing boats were used to survey the coastline of 
islands, and the team carried out surveys by foot during 
daylight hours when a sandy beach was encountered. 
Upon encountering turtle tracks, the species was identified 
established based on track characteristics (Pritchard 

Figure 1. Nicobar Islands.

& Mortimer, 1999). While it is possible to misidentify 
olive ridley and hawksbill tracks, we classified each track 
to species using basic information such as the known 
seasonality of the different species and characteristics of 
the nesting habitat (Pritchard & Mortimer, 1999; Shenoy 
et al., 2011). Olive ridley turtles are known to nest from 
November to April and prefer wide-open beaches, similar 
to leatherback turtles; while hawksbill turtles are known 
to nest from July to December and prefer beaches with 
offshore reefs and typically nest near or in vegetation 
(Pritchard & Mortimer, 1999; Andrews et al., 2006a; 
Shenoy et al., 2011). A"er a thorough visual inspection of 
every nest mound, depth of body pits, abandoned body 
pits and nest chambers, we categorised each crawl as 
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Table 1. Sea turtle nesting data for the Nicobar Islands.

either a nest or a false crawl (Shenoy et al., 2011; Dodd, 
2016). #e location of each nest was recorded using a GPS.

All nests were examined for evidence of predation 
based on tracks and other signs. Wherever possible, the 
identity of the predator was established based on tracks. 
#e surveys were non-invasive and did not involve 
any direct handling of the turtles, eggs or hatchlings. 
#e surveys were conducted during the day and there 
were no instances of nesting directly observed. #is 
was done due to logistical feasibility for conducting a 
survey over a large area and non-availability of necessary 
permits for the direct handling of nests and eggs.

RESULTS

Of the 21 islands in the Nicobar group, three islands 
(Pigeon, Kabra and Isle of Man) did not have any 
sandy beaches and three islands (Trak, Meroe and 
Batti Malv) were not accessible due to unfavorable sea 
conditions. We surveyed the remaining fi"een islands 
of the Nicobar group for sea turtle nesting activity. 
We recorded 2140 nests and 21 false crawls were 
recorded on 12 islands. #e highest number of nests 
for all the four species were recorded on the Great 
Nicobar Island followed by the Little Nicobar Island.

Leatherback turtles

A total of 1,068 leatherback nests were found on five 
of the fi"een islands surveyed (Table 2). #e islands of 
Great Nicobar and Little Nicobar together comprised 
94% of the total nests found in the Nicobar region. No 
nests were found on Teressa and Tillanchong Islands 
where leatherback nesting had been reported in the 
past (Andrews et al., 2006a; Chandi, pers. comm.).

Sea Turtle Species
Island Leatherback Green Olive Ridley Hawksbill Total
Great Nicobar 775 (1) 322 (4) 472 (6) 71 1640 (11)
Little Nicobar 229 4 6 0 239
Katchal 57 40 1 0 98
Car Nicobar 0 72 (4) 1 0 73 (4)
Teressa 0 42 (2) 1 0 43 (2)
Trinket 0 19 (1) 1 0 20 (1)
Kamorta 6 2 0 0 8
Chowra 0 6 (1) 0 0 6 (1)
Tillanchong 0 5 0 0 5
Nancowry 1 4 0 0 5
Treis 0 2 0 0 2
Bambooka 0 1 (2) 0 0 1 (2)
Menchal 0 0 0 0 0
Pulo Milo 0 0 0 0 0
Kondul 0 0 0 0 0
Grand Total 1068 (1) 519 (14) 482 (6) 71 2140 (21)

    ( ) represents false crawls

Earlier studies in the region indicated that 
leatherback turtles nest 4.9 times a year on average 
(Bhaskar, 1993; Andrews et al., 2001). Based on 
this, the estimated number of leatherback turtles 
nesting in this region during the 2015-2016 nesting 
season would be approximately 200 individuals.

Other sea turtles

Green turtles were found to be the most widespread 
species nesting in this region. #e study identified 
519 nests on 12 of the 15 islands surveyed (Table 1), 
including on Chowra, where green turtle nests had not 
been previously documented (Chandi, pers. comm.).

Hawksbill tracks were only found on Great Nicobar 
Island, though the species has previously been reported 
to nest on beaches of Tillanchong, Teressa, Trinket, 
Katchal, Meroe, Treis, Trak, Kabra, Pulo Milo, Little 
Nicobar and Menchal Islands (Andrews et al., 2001).

Four hundred and eighty two olive ridley nests were 
observed on Great Nicobar, Little Nicobar, Trinket, 
Teressa, Katchal and Car Nicobar Islands. Almost 97% of 
the nests observed were found on Great Nicobar Island.

DISCUSSION

Seasonality

#e surveys were designed to be conducted towards 
the end of the peak nesting season of leatherbacks and 
olive ridleys. #e leatherback nesting season in the 
Nicobar Islands is October through March, with a peak 
in December/January (Andrews et al., 2006a). Olive 
ridley nesting runs from November through April, with 
a peak in January (Andrews et al., 2006a). #e reported 
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Location No. of Nests No. of Nests Predated (%)

Great Nicobar Island 775 673 (86.8%)

East of Indira Point 2 2

Koshindon 2 0

Laxmi Nagar 1 0

North of Alexandria 46 42

South of Alexandria 20 15

North of Dagmar 123 113

South of Dagmar 43 33

Pulo Bed 16 10

Pulo Kunji 57 45

Re Pinsuӧt 7 2

Renhong 17 9

Safed Balu 3 2

Patatiyӧ 6 0

Galathea 410 388

South of Galathea to Rock 2 0

West of Indira Point 20 12

Kamorta Island 6 1 (16.6%)

Pilpilo 6 1

Katchal Island 57 7 (12.2%)

South 21 7

West 36 0

Little Nicobar Island 229 53 (23.1%)

Bahua 40 0

Kiyang 99 43

Muhincohn 88 10

Thavithӧ 2 0

Nancowry Island 1 0 (0%)

Katholӧ 1 0

Grand Total 1068 734 (68.7%)

Table 2. Leatherback turtle nest and predation data for the Nicobar Islands.

nesting season for green turtles for this region is May 
to September, peaking in June and July (Namboothri et 
al., 2012). #e nesting season for hawksbill sea turtles 
commences in July and end by early December (Andrews 
et al., 2006a). Nests of both green and hawksbill turtles 
were documented during our survey period, suggesting 
that they may nest year round in this region, as green 
turtles do in nearby #ailand (Yasuda et al., 2008) 
and on Tromelin Island in the western Indian Ocean 
(Derville et al., 2015). Nevertheless, as our surveys were 
limited to a seven week stretch in the early part of the 
year, it is likely that we did not fully characterise nesting 
effort of green and hawksbill turtles in the region.

Nesting beaches and nesting

Prior to the 2004 tsunami, the islands of Great and Little 
Nicobar were important nesting sites for leatherback 
turtles (Andrews et al., 2006a). Harbouring 87% of all 
turtle nesting in the region, the beaches of Great and Little 
Nicobar Islands continue to be crucial nesting sites in the 
region for all four sea turtle species. #e most important 
nesting sites include Galathea, Alexandria and Dagmar 
Bay on Great Nicobar Island and Pulo Kiyang and Bahua 
(previously referred to as Dahayu/Dahvu by Bhaskar 
(1994) and Andrews et al. (2006a)) on Little Nicobar 
Island. #e current surveys revealed that most of the 
beaches in this region have formed again and leatherbacks 
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continue to nest in high numbers (Table 3). #e numbers 
for Alexandria and Dagmar from 2016 indicate a decline 
in comparison to the data from the 1978 to 2001.

However, regions which were severely damaged by the 
2004 tsunami still have dead trees and tree debris along the 
coast, particularly on Great Nicobar Island, which is likely 
obstructing sea turtles from accessing the nesting beach 
and also reducing the nesting area. Several previously 
known nesting beaches were either partially or fully 
inundated during high tide, forming creeks along the coast.

Predation

Of the 2,140 nests that were recorded in the Nicobar 
region, 57% (1,223 nests) were predated by either 
feral dogs, water monitor lizards or in some cases 
feral pigs. While monitor lizards are natural predators 
of leatherback nests and occur on many beaches, 
predation by feral dogs and pigs that once belonged to 
the Nicobari settlements that existed prior to the 2004 
tsunami was found to be particularly high on the Great 
Nicobar Island. Namboothri et al. (2011) also observed 
that approximately 70% of the nests on Galathea 
were predated by feral pigs during the 2011 survey.

RECOMMENDATIONS

#e ongoing leatherback monitoring programme in 
Little Andaman has revealed a stable increase in the 
nesting population, with over hundreds of nests laid 
every season, and also reformation of the nesting beaches 
(Swaminathan et al., 2016). #e satellite telemetry study 
of ten leatherback turtles nesting in Little Andaman 
has indicated two corridors for migration, one on the 
southeastern corridor towards Papua New Guinea and 
Australia, and one along the southwestern corridor 
towards Madagascar and east coast of Africa (Namboothri 
et al., 2012; Swaminathan et al., 2016). A long-term 
monitoring programme should be re-established at 
Galathea Bay to monitor the nesting beach and to 
understand long-term trends in nesting and reproductive 
efforts. Further studies on remigration intervals through 
tagging, genetic studies on population structures, and 
satellite telemetry studies to understand migration 
patterns of leatherback turtles nesting are required in this 
region. Accessibility of the nesting sites remains an issue, 
but the roads are in the process of being re-laid and should 
reach the nesting beach in the coming years. Several 
rapid and intensive surveys need to be carried out on 
prime nesting beaches where regular monitoring efforts 
are logistically impossible. In regions where predation 
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Great Nicobar Island

Galathea - - 158 237 282 124 524 425 575 84 146 7* 410

Alexandria 80 55 343 - - - 866 - - - - - 66

Dagmar 80 8 171 - - - 362 - - - - - 166

Little Nicobar Island

Pulo 
Kiyang

- - - 115 - - - - - - - - 99

Bahua - - - 50 - - - - - - - - 40

*Jadeja et al. (2015) only reported 7 nests in Galathea, Great Nicobar Island. This was probably as a result of non-detection of older 
nests and nesting evidences. Namboothri et al. observed 146 nests in 2011 and Swaminathan and Chandi conducted a survey in 
2012, which was abandoned as a result of an earthquake and subsequent tidal wave, observed more than 2 nests every meter.

Table 3. Records of leatherback nests laid per year in Great and Little Nicobar Islands.
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from feral dogs and pigs are high, the feral animals need 
to be either controlled or culled to reduce the pressure.
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#e north-west coast of Madagascar is a hotspot for 
marine turtles (Humber et al., 2016). #e tiny archipelago 
of Nosy Iranja lies 40km south of Nosy Be (Figure 1), the 
largest island on the Malagasy coast. It is composed of two 
islets (Iranja Be and Iranja Kely) linked by a sand bank 
covered by water at high tide. Although both islands are 
only around half a square kilometre in area, their beaches 
host one of the most studied nesting sites in the country. 
Marine turtle nesting has been studied in Madagascar 
since the year 2000 (Bourjea et al., 2006), when WWF 
Madagascar hired someone to monitor nesting activities 
and initiated baseline studies at the same time that the 
first hotel was built on the smaller islet, Iranja Kely. #is 
was a turning point for marine turtles on Nosy Iranja.

Since 2004, with the support of Kelonia, the sea turtle 
observatory of Reunion island, multiple scientific projects 
have been conducted and sea turtle reproduction has been 
monitored on Iranja Kely. Tourism has developed on the 
island despite the political crisis and the indeterminate 
closure of the largest resort in 2013. Meanwhile, other 
hotels have been constructed on Iranja Be and the growing 
number of visitors have generated incomes for the local 
communities. #e marine turtle poaching that used to be 
common is rarely reported on these islands nowadays. 

Recently, two locally managed marine protected areas 
(MPAs) were created with the support of the Wildlife 
Conservation Society (WCS): “Ankivonjy”, that includes 
the Nosy Iranja islets, and “Ankarea” that encompasses 
the Mitsio archipelago in the north. Both MPAs were 
officially recognized by the Malagasy government in 2015.

To increase awareness about the importance of these 
protected areas for marine turtles, the first Marine 
Turtle Festival took place on the archipelago at the 
end of May 2016. It was organized by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society in partnership with Kelonia 
and was predominantly funded by Prince Albert II 
of Monaco Foundation. #e festival lasted 3 days and 
the target audiences were local communities, regional 
authorities, and tourists. But the event’s messages also 
reached the larger community thanks to regional and 
national media coverage. Activities such as sports and 
traditional song and dance contests, concerts, and 
public dancing helped to attract people. #ey were 
complemented by seminars given by representatives from 
Kelonia and the University of Marine Studies of Toliara, 
a photographic exhibition, and documentary screenings.
Attendees also had the opportunity to observe a green 
turtle nest emergence. #is, more than many speeches, 



ANNEXURE 03



P
ro

je
ct

 B
a

ck
g

ro
u

n
d

0
1

 1

Sustainable Development of 

Little Andaman Island

Vision Document



01

Content

03
Project Background

1.1) About Andaman and Nicobar Islands

1.2) Island Potential

1.3) Development Issues

1.4) Global Benchmarking and Learnings 

1.5) Key Principles and Objectives

3.1) Development Vision

3.2) Investment Potential

3.3) Potential Development Zone +Port

3.4) Identified Development Area

Vision

02

2.1) About Little Andaman Island

2.2) Island Profile
2.3) Existing Land Reservations

Little Andaman Island



P
ro

je
ct

 B
a

ck
g

ro
u

n
d

0
1

 3

04

4.1) Development Anchors and Zones

4.2) Development Strategy

4.3) Phasing

Concept Plan



01
Project Background

1.1) About Andaman and Nicobar Islands

1.2) Island Potential

1.3) Development Issues

1.4) Global Benchmarking and Learnings 

1.5) Key Principles and Objectives



P
ro

je
ct

 B
a

ck
g

ro
u

n
d

0
1

 5



“The Andaman and Nicobar Islands have considerable untapped economic potential 
and strategic advantage to India but have been neglected and ignored due to ecological 

and environmental constrains. While it is nobody's case that the entire land mass 
should be denuded of forest cover and the tribes relegated to the dustbin of history, 

there is surely a compelling case for clearing up some of the land for exploiting the 
economic and strategic potential of these islands. The most strategically situated 
island of Great Nicobar, which sits astride the 200-km-wide Six-Degree Channel 

dominating one of the most important international sea routes and close to the 
Malacca Strait, could be considered for partial opening with around 30% of the island 
area but keeping the core area of rich bio-diversity preserved. This would release 

an area for comprehensive development efforts, including deployment of strategic 
assets. To support this economic catalyst, there is also a need to open Little Andaman, 
which is as big as Singapore on the same principles of development as Great Nicobar.

The opening of Great Nicobar and Little Andaman could generate a significant number 
of jobs over the next two decades by harnessing the development impulses which 

Singapore and other Southeast Asian countries have both harnessed and generated. 

It would not be far-fetched to visualise a second Singapore-like entity in the Bay of 
Bengal which would be a pivot for catering to the economic development of the 
littoral states/countries on the eastern seaboard, including Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Thailand and the coastal states of West Bengal, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu as well as their hinterland.”

These lines by Dr Vivek Rae, former chief secretary of Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

aptly capture the essence of this paper which focusses on outlining the need for 

development as well as a holistic development strategy for Little Andaman and Great 
Nicobar Islands. 

Like the rest of the Andaman and Nicobar Island group, these Islands have long been 

neglected and isolated from the rest of the country. At best, there have been efforts 
at local and international tourism these have been largely disconcerted and till date 
there is no visionary comprehensive policy to tap the vast unexplored potential of 
these Islands. As landmasses they are comparable to Singapore in size and in the case 

of Great Nicobar, it is even bigger than Singapore. However, the population density in 
Andaman and Nicobar is 47 people per sq. km while it's 7,615 persons per sq. km in 

Singapore. Its per capita income is $1,789 compared to Singapore's $55,182.

Then what is stopping us from developing these into veritable jewels for the country? 

According to Dr. Rae, “This is primarily due to benign neglect, misplaced priorities and 
absence of a long-term strategy for sustainable development.”

The Islands are facing several development issues and challenges. The most significant 
amongst these are Chinese consolidation in the Indian Ocean Region and the military 
and economic impacts of this consolidation, lack of good connectivity with Indian 
mainland and other global cities, a fragile biodiversity and natural ecosystems, 
need for strengthening of institutional arrangements for projects implementation 
and certain Supreme Court notifications which are posing to be an impediment to 
development. 

Part of the reason that the development of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands has been 
delayed for such a long period of time is because there are opposing viewpoints 
on developing them. For decades, New Delhi has debated the costs and benefits of 
developing the islands and its utility. The financial costs are significantly high with 
serious environmental constraints. The presence of indigenous tribes and concerns 

for their welfare has been a key factor challenging island development. However, 

in recent times, the security environment in India’s maritime domain has changed 
drastically. After years of neglect, therefore, the present government is finally making 
a push to develop the Islands. The need to develop these islands, their strategic 

importance, and their potential as a tourism hotspot has long been known and argued 
for. 

This report proposes to free certain portion of the two largest islands within this 
group; Great Nicobar and Little Andaman for economic and strategic benefits to 
the country but at the same time ensure conservation of the rich bio-diversity and 
primitive tribal groups in the core of these islands. The focus in the report will be on 
development of Great Nicobar island. 

Background
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1.1.1) Location and Connectivity

1.1) The Andaman and Nicobar Islands

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are a cluster of about 836 offshore islands of India 
located to the east of the Bay of Bengal and west of the Andaman Sea. The clusters 

comprises of two island groups, the Andaman Islands and the Nicobar Islands, separated 

by the 150 km wide Ten Degree Channel, with the Andaman Islands to the north and the 

Nicobars to the south. The Union Territory’s capital city is Port Blair which is the current 

focal point of all development and connectivity in the Islands. The Little Andaman Island 
is the fourth largest of the group of Islands with an area of about 675.16 Sq.Km. The 

island is the southernmost island in the Andaman cluster and is located about 88 Kms 

south of Port Blair. The Great Nicobar Island is the largest of the cluster of islands with 

an area of about 907.35 Sq.Km and the southernmost of the group of Nicobar islands 

located at a distance of approximately 520 kms from Port Blair.

Presently there is limited connectivity of the Islands with the main-land, the only 
options being by air and sea routes. For Air routes, it takes approximately 2.5 hours 

Little Andaman

Little Andaman - 675.16 Sq.Km. Great Nicobar - 907.35 Sq.Km.
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Great Nicobar

10 degree Channel

from the nearest airports in cities like Kolkata, Chennai, Vishakhapatnam and Bengaluru 
to reach the Veer Savarkar International Airport, located at Port Blair. For Sea routes, 
it takes approximately 3 days from the nearest ports in cities like Kolkata, Chennai, 
Vishakhapatnam to sail to the port located at Port Blair. Jetties at Phoenix Bay and Haddo 
wharf operate ferries connecting to islands. The Great Nicobar Island is connected to 
the Phoenix Bay and Haddo Wharf in Port Blair by ferries that take about 1 day. The 
Little Andaman Island currently has a 225 meter length wharf, capable of handling large 
size ship vessels and the Great Nicobar Island has a 106 meter length wharf capable 

of handling medium size ship vessels which is proposed to be extended by another 45 

meter to handle large size ship vessels. Further, plans for sea plane connectivity to Little 
Andaman is under process under UDAN 4.1 and fixed wing aircraft connectivity to Great 
Nicobar (Campbel Bay) is under process in UDAN 4.1. 
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Little Andaman

Great Nicobar

Kolkata

Yangon

Bangkok

Pattaya

Sebang City

Phuket

Langkawi

Penang

Kuala Lumpur

Singapore

Medan

Vishakhapatnam

INDIA

MYANMAR

THAILAND

CAMBODIA

MALAYSIA

INDONESIA

Chennai

Colombo

Tourist Destinations

Major Ports

Airports

Ferry Terminal

International Shipping Route

Port Blair
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1.1.2) Strategic Importance

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are located at a very strategic location in the Bay 
of Bengal. The international shipping route passing through the Mallacca strait passes 
very close to the Andaman and Nicobar Island cluster, just about 40 kms south of the 

Great Nicobar island. According to Xiaobo Qu,and Qiang Meng, Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, National University of Singapore, Singapore, the route is 
one of the most important shipping waterways in the world from both an economic and 

a strategic perspective. It is the shortest shipping channel between the Indian Ocean 
and the Pacific Ocean, linking major economies such as Middle East, China, Japan, South 
Korea, etc. There are more than 200 vessels passing through the straits on a daily basis 

and this gives an annual throughput of approximately 70,000 ships, carrying 80% of the 

oil transported to Northeast Asia as well as one third of the world’s traded goods. ( The 

Economic Importance of the Straits of Malacca and Singapore: An Extreme Scenario 
Analysis, 2012). 

Further, the islands are also located strategically from a defence perspective since there 
is a strong and growing presence of other countries and their aliances in the Indian 

Ocean like China, France, Australia, Oman, Mauritius, Seychelles and Madagaskar. 

Another locational advantage of the islands are their close proximity to international 
tourist island destinations like the upcoming Senang City, the Phuket Island and Langkawi 
Island. Thus, the islands present a great opportunity for a tourism oriented island 

development that would put Andaman and Nicobar on the global tourist destinations 
map.

Doraleh, Djibouti

Gwadar, Pakistan

Hambantota, 
Sri Lanka

Ihavanddhippolhu
Atoll, Maldives

Chittagong

Kyaukpyu, 
Myanmar

Kra Isthumus, 
Thailand

Cocos Island, 

Austrailia

Diego Garcia, USA

Medagascar

French 
Naval Base

Seychelles Mauritius

French 
Naval Base

Oman

Presence of Countries in the Indian Ocean



Unexplored Exquisite Nature Best surfing beaches
(Little Andaman)

Unique combination of mountain and 
beaches

Diverse WildlifePart of World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves (Great Nicobar)

World’s unique coral reserve
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1.2) Island Potential

The Little Andaman and Great Nicobar Islands have great potential for a well rounded 
sustainable development based on tourism and industry economic drivers. The 

identified potential characteristics of the islands are as below:

1. Potential for Development of Deep Berth Port: The strategic positioning near to 
the international shipping route and available natural deep draft port, provide  
immense potential for development of a deep berth port/ transshipment terminal.

2. Unexplored Exquisite Nature: Both the islands have an exquisite quality of nature 

ecosystem which is unexplored to this day. This poses as a great opportunity for 

tourism as it provides a new unseen environment to be explored by enthusiasts 

and tourists.

3. Unique combination of mountain and beaches: The islands have a unique terrain 

and following from the above characteristic, have a unique combination of green 
forest covered mountains and sandy beaches. This is also a distinct feature of the 
islands waiting to be explored by tourists and nature enthusiasts.

4. Best Surfing Beaches: The Butler Bay Beach in Little Andaman is considered a 
surfer’s paradise. Both the islands have a number of such remote beaches with 

waters suitable for surfing and have the potential to become an international 
destination for sea surfing.

5. Part of World Network of Biosphere Reserves (Great Nicobar): The Great Nicobar 

Island is covered with about 735 Sq.Km. (81% of Island area) of Biosphere Reserve. 

This was included in the World Network of Biosphere Reserves as part of the Man 
and Biosphere Programme of UNESCO in 2013 to promote sustainable development 
based on local community effort and science.  

6. Diverse Wildlife: Both he islands both, covered with dense forest and the presence 

of the Biosphere reserve in Great Nicobar also witnesses the presence of a diverse 

wildlife in the islands. While it is critical that the wildlife species and their habitat 
are protected, this also presents an opportunity for nature based tourism.

7. World’s unique coral reserve: Another notable feature of the islands is the 

abundant presence unique forms of corals at certain localities around the islands. 
This is also a great attraction for tourists looking for diving into the waters.

Great Nicobar Bathymetry Chart

Source: https://webapp.navionics.com/?lang=it#boating/
menu@8&key=w%7Drh%40cmr%7BP



1.3) Development Issues

1. Recommendations of Prof. Shekhar Singh Committee accepted by Hon’ble 
Supreme Court on the conservation of Biodiversity and natural forest ecosystem: 
The Prof. Shekhar Singh Committee report highlights that the major objective of forest 
and ecosystem management in these Islands should be biodiversity conservation 
and encroachment of forest areas is a threat to the forests of the Islands. This 

report discourages the introduction of new natural environs since it highlights that 
many exotic species of animals and plants have been introduced in the Islands, with 
a very destructive impact on forest regeneration. The introduction of oil palms in 
Little Andaman and of teak in various parts of the islands has also had a significant 
negative impact. For development of these islands, requisite permission from 
Hon’ble Supreme Court shall be required before development works can be initiated.  

2. Applicability of Forest Conservation Act: The forest conversation act requires 
that for use of forest land for non-forestry purpose, compensatory afforestation is 
required on non- forest land. However, there is limited non- forest land is available 
in A&N islands to fulfil the requirements of Compensatory Afforestation according 
to the act.

3. Presence of the Tribal Reserve: The interests of aboriginal tribes are protected 

through “Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation 
1956 with amendments”. Section 3(1) of the regulation empowers A&N 
Administration to declare any area which is predominantly inhabited by aboriginal 
tribes to be a reserved area and specify and change the limits of such area.

While the islands posses a number of favourable characteristics for development, they 
also present various development issues as below: 
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Owing to the aforementioned key constraints in development of the islands, a few key 
principles have been set to help realise the vision of a sustainable development in the 

islands as follows: 

1.4) Key Principles

Preservation of maximum 
forest cover

It is proposed to convert only 

6.63% (547 Sq.Km.) of total 

land area of A&N Islands to 

Developable Area for both the 

islands. This Developable area 

will also include all mandatory 

open, green, recreational, 
water bodies and other green 

areas which will be part of the 

holistic development approach. 
Protection of Particularly 

01 02 03 04 05

Vulnerable Tribal Groups

On the Little Andaman and 
Great Nicobar islands, it is 

proposed to conserve 70% 

of the tribal area. If required, 

the tribals can be relocated to 

other parts of island which is 

conserved and protected. 

Tree cutting to be controlled 
and restricted

Detail planning shall ensure 

maximum trees to be 

preserved. The trees cut 

shall be utilised for domestic 
consumption and shall be 
processed on the islands. No 

tree cutting shall be allowed in 
the protected and conserved 

areas within development plan.

Conservation of Biodiversity in 
A&N Islands
The entire boundary of 
National park/ Wildlife 
sanctuary conserved. The inner 

core dense Eco sensitive zone 
shall remain conserved and 

protected. 750 mts from high 

tide line shall be restricted 
development. no building 

above the height of a coconut 

tree. 

Development Plan 
and EIA

A Holistic Master Plan for 
the entire development 
area including Coastal Zone 

Management Plan will be 
prepared in consultation 
with Government appointed 

committee of experts which 
will include ecologist who is 

proficient with the ecology of 
ANI.



1.5) Global Benchmarking and Learnings

Case Comparisons and Studies were carried out with similar scale popular island tourist 

destinations like Bali, Singapore, Langkawi and Phuket Islands. The catalysts for their 
developments were identified and learnings from the cases were as below:
1. Connectivity and Infrastructure: Air, rail, road and waterways makes the destination 

accessible to a global audience.

2. Policy Framework: Creating a policy framework is required to caters to diverse 
communities, locals, tribes.

3. Sustainable Development: Conserving natural resources is critical by using 
conserving fragile ecosystems and use of renewable energy sources.

4. Initial Capex from Goverment: Government led initial capex is required to kickstart 
the development.

5. Diversifying the economic base: Shifting towards multiple sectors of the economy 
by introducing a range of sectors and markets is essential for a well rounded 
development.

6. Built and Natural Heritage: Adopting conservation techniques for preservation of 
the built and natural heritage and making them tourist attractions.

Bali, Indonesia, 5,780 Sq.km.
68% of Bali GDP is from tourism, 

International airport and cruise terminal, 
Presence of all international brands hotels 
due to ease of doing business policy.

Singapore, 766 Sq.km. 

Amongst the 20 smallest countries in the 

world, 2018 GDP- USD 364 Billion
Global Tourism and Business Destination

Langkawi, Malaysia, 478 Sq.km.

3.7 million tourist visited Langkawi in 2018, 
Free Port status, International airport.
Government invested in 7 hotels in 1980’s 

to jump start the development.

Phuket, Thailand, 576 Sq.km.
40 hotel rooms to 40,000 rooms in 40 year.

60% land is forest and vegetation.
International airport. 12 million tourist 
visiting annually. 

Little Andaman 
Island Boundary
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1.6) Objectives

The objectives for the development of the Islands of Little Andaman and Great Nicobar 
are identified as follow:

OBJECTIVE 4: 
Leveraging the 

strategic location and 
natural features of the 

islands to present a 

unique experience to 

the visitors.

OBJECTIVE 1: 
Building two new 
Greenfield Coastal 
Cities for India.

OBJECTIVE 2: 
Having the cities to 
be developed as Free 

Trade Zones.

OBJECTIVE 3: 
Having the two cities 
to compete with global 

cities like Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Dubai



02
Little Andaman Island

2.1) Island Profile
2.2) Existing Land Reservations



L
it

tl
e

 A
n

d
a

m
a

n
 I

sl
a

n
d

0
2

 17



Red Oil Palm 

Plantation (ROP)

Revenue Areas

Mangroves

Reserved Forest

Tribal Reserve

Corals



L
it

tl
e

 A
n

d
a

m
a

n
 I

sl
a

n
d

0
2

 19

2.1) Island Profile
The Little Andaman Island has an area of about 675.16 Sq.Km. with a forest cover of  
about 95% of the island and total residential population of about 17,000 people. The 
topography of the island is hilly with the presence of the central range of hills in the 

southern part of the island and is relatively flat in the northern regions.

Majority of island area is notified as reserved forest. The forest is enriched with a 
diverse flora and fauna and hosts a concentration of thick mangroves on the north, 
north-east and north-west regions of the island. The island is home to 15 Sq.kms. of Red 
Oil Palm Plantation. The status of the ROP, as part of reserved forest or not, is to be the 
confirmed. The rich biodiversity is mainly confined in the core areas of the island and 
areas along the coast line can be explored for development. Groups of corals are also 

observed in the waters near the southern and south-western coast of the island. 

Further, 442.5 Sq.km. of area on Little Andaman island is designated as a tribal reserve 
for 120 Onges Tribes residing on the island. A revenue area of about 34 Sq.km. has been 
identified along the eastern coast of the island. Forest Cover

Topography Tribal Reserve



Reserved Forest Area

641 Sq.km.

Tribal Reserve 

Area on land

442.5 Sq.km.
Red Oil Palm 

Plantation (ROP) 

Area

15 Sq.km. 

Revenue Area

34 Sq.km.

Island Area

675.16 Sq.km.
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2.2) Existing Land Reservations

The Little Andaman Island has an eco-sensitive environment with the presence of the 
forests, mangroves and tribal reserve areas. Major portions of the island area (675.16 
Sq.km.) have been reserved for the protection and conservation of these eco-sensitive 
zones to which careful consideration needs to be given while planning any development 
on the island. They are as follows:

• Reserved Forest Area:  641 Sq.km. 
• Tribal Reserve Area:  442.5 Sq.km.
• Revenue Area:   34 Sq.km. 
• Red Oil Palm Plantation Area: 15 Sq.km.
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Vision

3.1) Development Vision

3.2) Investment Potential

3.3) Potential Development Zone 

3.4) Identified Development Area
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3.1) Development Vision

The vision has been inspired by studying the various inherent potentials of the island, 
and understanding the development opportunities they provide. 

Little Andaman – 
THE PERFECT PARADISE 
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“Jobs creation and economic upliftment by developing the island as 
Global Destination with focus also on Hospitality, Entertainment, 

IT-based industrial promotion and Healthcare.”



3.2) Investment Potential

• Hotels
• Theme Resorts

• Villas
• Retail & Entertainment

• Underwater Resorts

• Golf Course

• Convention Center
• Wellness & SPA

• Solar Power Plants/ Towers
• Wind Turbines
• Aerial Turbines

• PV Fields

• Casinos

• Adventure Sports & 

Activities
• Theme Park

• Marine Life Observatory
• Nature Based Tourism

• Underwater Safari

• Wildlife Safari
• River Safari

• Ropeway & Skywalk

01Tourism & Hospitality 02Energy 03Entertainment
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• Plug & Play office Complex
• R&D Centers

• Advanced Manufacturing 
(green industries)

• Drone port with fully 

automated drone delivery 

system

04Finance

• Nature Cure Institutes
• Ayurvedic Care Centers

• Wellness Institutes
• Health Centers
• Wellness Retreats
• Ayurvedic Medicinal 

Plantation 

05Healthcare & Wellness

• Airport

• Cruise Terminal, Jetty & 
Marina

• Intra Island Connector-
Monorail/ green 
transportation

• Integrated townships

06Connectivity



NATURE FINANCE

LEISURE

Forest 

Preservation Zone 

Identified Developable 
Areas

The Development Arc

107 Km 

of Coast line
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3.3) Potential Development Zone

Developable areas on the island have been identified along the coastline in the eastern, 
southern and western areas of the island to ensures preservation of the mangroves and  
minimal interference with the ecological assets and core island area. This conserves a 

large portion of the reserved forest. Approximately 107 kms of coastline is proposed to 
be developed as part of the island development..

Since the existing settlement is majorly concentrated along the eastern coast of the 
island, this part is envisioned to be developed as the higher intensity “City Side” of the 

island with activities like finance district, healthcare institutes, tourism and hospitality, 
offices, entertainment and residential and social spaces. The southern coast of the island 
is observed to have the potential of being developed as a lesser intensity, entertainment 
zone with activities like sports institutes, water based sports activities and support 
housing areas. The western coast of the island is envisioned to have very low intensity 

developments like wellness nature-cure institutes, theme resorts and exclusive, super 
luxurious forest resorts. A ring road proposed parallel to the coastline would be the key 

connector of all the development areas and thus linking the entire development to each 
other.

Anchors of Development have been laid out of the identified areas which are envisioned 
to be catalysts of development of the areas. These are, the introduction of a Financial 
Zone to the east of the island, the introduction of the Leisure Zone in the south of the 
island and a Nature Zone to the western region of the island. 



Reserved Forest Area 

to be de-notified
205.4 Sq.km. 

32% of Reserved Forest 

Area to be de-notified

Preserved Tribal 

Reserve Area on land

304.9 Sq.km.

Proposed Additional 

Tribal Area

110 Sq.km.

Total Preserved Tribal 

Area = 414.9 Sq.km.

57% of Existing Tribal 

Reserve Area to be de-

notified on water

6% of Existing Tribal 

Reserve Area to be de-

notified on land

Tribal Reserve Area 

to be de-notified on 
land

137.6 Sq.km.

Tribal Reserve 

Area to be de-

notified on water
220 Sq.km.

* Considering ROP area as Reserved Forest
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A total development area  of  239.4  Sq.km. is proposed on the Little Andaman Island 
(675.16 Sq.km). The effects of the development area on the existing land reservations 
is as below:

• 65% of the Island Area Conserved           
Development Area: 177.2 Sq.km. 
Future Development (approx. 1 km Buffer Area): 62.2 Sq.km.

• 32% of Reserved Forest Area to be de-notified.
• 137.6 Sq.km or 31% of the Tribal reserve area on land to be de-notified
• 220 Sq.km or 57% of the Tribal reserve area in water(385.5 Sq.km) to be  

de-notified
 

However, Presently there are areas within reserved forest which are not Notified Tribal 
Reserve. In order to balance the tribal reserve, 110 Sq.km. of area falling within reserved 

forest may be notified as Tribal Reserve. With this, only 6% of the Tribal reserve area 
will be needed to be de-notified on land. 

3.4) Identified Development Area
Development Area

177.2 Sq.km.

Future Development 

(approx. 1 km Buffer Area)
62.2 Sq.km.

Total Development Area – 

239.4 Sq.km.

65% of the Island Area 

Conserved
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4.1) Development Anchors and Zones

4.2) Development Strategy

4.3) Phasing
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ZONE 1
FINANCIAL DISTRICT 
+ MEDI CITY 

ZONE 2
LEISURE

ZONE 3 
NATURE
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4.1) Development Anchors and Zones

Three anchors for development have been identified for holistic development of Little 
Andaman based on the inherent island potential. These are Finance, Leisure and Nature. 
Based on these identified anchors and to promote sustainable development, the island 
is further divided in three Development Zones:

Zone 1 is the Financial District and Medi City along the eastern coast of the island 

with the airport as the catalytic anchor. This zone consists of a total development 
land of 102 Sq.km. and has been further sub-categorised into four districts:

The Aerocity, 

The Medicity,
The Financial District and
Tourism and Hospitality District.

Zone 2 is the Leisure zone located on the southern area of the island. The zone 

would house tourism attractive activities of entertainment and leisure such as 
casino strip, sports institutes, film city, water based recreation etc. This zone 

I.

II.

a.

b.

c.

d.

III.

consists of a total development land of 85.4 Sq.km. and has been further sub-
categorised into three districts:

The Film City, 
Residential District and 
Tourism SEZ

Zone 3 is the Nature zone located on the western coast of the island. This zone 

consists of a total development land of 52 Sq.km. and has been further sub-
categorised into three districts:

Exclusive Forest Resort, 
Nature Healing District and 
West Bay Nature Retreat.

a.

b.

c.

a.

b.

c.
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4.2.1) Port and Connectivity

4.2) Development Strategy

The accessibility to Little Andaman is proposed to be improved in the following ways: 

a) International Airport
All successful case studies and references have mentioned an international airport 
to be the key for development. For development of Little Andaman, it is proposed to 
develop an international airport capable of handling all fixed wing and rotor wing type 
aircraft in all weather. 
This is one of the key prerequisite for catalysing the growth on this island. The airport 

is proposed adjoining to coast line to facilitate operations of sea planes and also to 
give direct connectivity to ferry terminal. 

b) Dedicated Charter Flight  Airstrip

An air strip is proposed in the western region for private and direct access to the 

Super Luxurious Forest resorts.

c) Hut Bay Jetty Expansion and Marina Development
Expansion of the  existing Hut Bay Jetty is proposed. This is envisioned to be the main 
terminal for arrival of ferries and passenger ships from Port Blair and other islands to 

Little Andaman. The development of a Marina is also envisioned next to the tourist 
entertainment district.

d) Island Coastal road/ Ring road
An Island Coastal road is proposed to run parallel to the coastline from east to west. 

This will be critical in linking the entire land based development of the island together. 
To enhance the land development connectivity of the island, a Mass Rapid Transit 
Network with Stations at regular intervals is proposed along the ring road.

Alignment of the Mass Rapid Transit Network with Stations



Power Plant near port

Energy Pod
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4.2.2) Energy

A large Power Plant near the proposed extension of Hut Bay Jetty is proposed. This is 
proposed to be linked to various “Energy Pods” which would entail various forms of 

renewable energy generation like wind energy, solar energy, hydro energy to meet the 
demands of the proposed development. Gas/diesel based energy will only be used as a 
temporary power back-up option or at locations where use of renewable resources for 
energy generation is unfavourable.

Wind Energy Solar Energy Hydro Energy Gas/Diesel based Energy

Promoting Use of Renewable Resources for Power Generation:



750 meters buffer from High Tide Level
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4.2.3) Ecological Preservation

A 750 meters buffer is proposed to be maintained from the high tide line for the 
development. The 750 meters buffer is broken into the 20 meters from HTL of No 
Development Zone, 500 meters from HTL of Restricted Zone 1 and 750 meters from HTL 
of Restricted Zone 2.

The permissible activities in the three zones are envisioned to be as follows:
1. Permissible Activities in No Development Zone

• Ports, Jetties, Cruise Terminal & Marina
• Strategic Defence related activities
• Water Sports and Water Recreation

2. Permissible Activities in Restricted Zone -1
• Eco-Sensitive Tourism and Hospitality, (G+1, IGBC Platinum Rated Buildings)
• Low Density Residential Zone (25 % Ground Coverage, G+2, IGBC Platinum Rated 

Buildings)

• Port Logistics

• Public Recreations and Parks 
• Temporary Structures

3. Permissible Activities in Restricted Zone -2
• Open Bazaars, Markets and Entertainment
• Eco-Sensitive Tourism and Hospitality, (G+2, IGBC Platinum Rated Buildings)
• Institutional Campuses (G+2, IGBC Platinum Rated Buildings)
• Low Density Residential Zone (30 % Ground Coverage, G+3, IGBC Platinum Rated 

Buildings)

Buffer areas shall be identified along the rivers, water bodies and drainage channels 
after conducting detail watershed analysis and mapping the flood levels. The buffer 
areas shall be conserved and will only be used for recreation activities like parks, picnic 
spots, play areas etc. No tree cutting will be allowed in the buffer areas.  

Development Regulations along Coastline and Water Bodies 
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Healthy hydrological systems are essential for the survival of the Island. The development 
strategises to protect the network of hydrological channels, lakes, rivers and other 

water bodies on the island by providing adequate conservation surfaces around these 
hydrologic features. This would protect the ecosystems that rely on natural habitats of 

reefs, mangroves, etc. and  ensure that the catchments areas are obstruction-free. With 
the growing threat of rising water level, this sustainable strategy would prove to be 

most effective in making the Little Andaman Island city resilient.

Conserving Natural Hydrological Systems

4.2.3) Ecological Preservation



I) Zone 1: Financial District and Medi City

a. The Aerocity

The Aerocity houses the International Airport which is the 
catalyst for development of the district. This district would 

also consist of tourist friendly activities like Airport hotels 
in the proximity to the airport catering to the national and 
international tourists. This district also consists of residences 
and supporting facilities and a nature reserve.

Residences and Supporting Facilities

Airport Hotels

International Airport

4.2.4) Development Zones

Nature Reserve 
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b. The Medicity

The Medicity consists of dedicated areas for global 
brand hospitals and various pharma research and 

development centres. The district also houses 

the residences and support facilities such as PSP/
Institutes/Admin.

Residences and Support Facilities (PSP/Institutes/Admin)

Pharma R&D Centres

Dedicated Area For Global Brand Hospitals



Retail & F&B

Multi tenanted offices

International Financial Centre

c. The Financial District

The Financial District consists of a concentration of 
Multi-tenanted offices and International Financial 
Centre. The ditrict would also have supporting facilities 
like retail and food & beverages.
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d. Tourism and Hospitality District

The Tourism & Hospitality District is focussed to be 
tourism oriented with activities like beach hotels 
and exclusive resorts. Complementary activities like 
residences and supporting facilities and cultural 
markets, mixed use and retail also form a part of the 

district. An international convention centre would be 
the district landmark for tourists.

Cultural Markets, Mixed use and Retail

Exclusive resorts

International Convention Centre

Beach HotelsResidences and Support Facilities



National Film and Drama Institute

Outdoor film shooting locations

Sports Complex/Institute

II) Zone 2: The Leisure Zone

a. The Film City

The Film City houses a range of film and music 
production activities like film and sound music studios 
and outdoor film shooting  along with a National 
Film and Drama Institute. The district also consists of 
sports complexes and institutes while offering water 
based entertainment to tourists such as water sports 

and underwater safari.
Film Sound and Music StudiosEntertainment Zone with Water 

Sports/ Underwater Safari
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b. Residential District
The Residential District consists of the residential 
core, residential apartments and beach front 
exclusive homes. The district also houses a dedicated 

education zone and dedicated healthcare zone along 
with ancillary activities like administration, social 
infrastructure and public recreational areas like city 
park.

Dedicated Education Zone

Healthcare

City Park

Residential ApartmentsAdmin and Social Infrastructure



Theme Park

Opera House/ Landmark Building

Beach Hotels

c. Tourism SEZ

The Tourism SEZ is the hotspot for tourist attractions 
and offers various entertainment options like casinos, 
theme park and a district landmark building like Opera 
House. Beach hotels in close proximity to these tourist 
attractions also form an essential part of the district.

Casino Strip and Entertainment
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Nature Cure Institute

b. Exclusive Forest Resort and Nature Healing District

The Exclusive Forest Resort and Nature Healing District 
consists of very low density and sustainable super 

luxury forest resorts catering to very high end clientele. 

A dedicated Charter flight Airstrip is proposed within 
the district for private and direct access to these 

exclusive resorts. The district also houses Nature Cure 

Institutes and Wellness Institutes. 

Super luxury Forest Resort

Dedicated Charter Flight  Airstrip

III) Zone 3: The Nature Zone



Floating/ Underwater Resorts

Beach Hotels

High End Residential  villas

c. West Bay Nature Retreat
The West Bay Nature Retreat District consists of a 
concentration of various theme resorts, floating/ 
underwater resorts and beach hotels. High end 
residential villas also form a part of the district.

Theme Resorts
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Zone 2 as part of 
Phase 02

Zone 1 as part of 
Phase 01

Zone 3 as part of 
Phase 03



C
o

n
ce

p
t 

M
a

st
e

r 
P

la
n

0
4

 55

4.3) Phasing

The development of the entire plan, 239.4 Sq.kms. is proposed in three Phases. Phasing Area in Sq.km.

Total area for 

development

Revenue 

area

Forest area to 

be De-notified
Tribal area to be De-

notified on land
Phase I 102.0 32.5 69.5 6.00

Phase 2 85.4 1.5 83.9 79.6

Phase 3 52.0 - 52.0 52.0

TOTAL 239.4  34 205.4 137.6

Phase 01 consists of an area of 102 Sq.km.
This forms the entire Zone - 1 of the envisioned plan to be developed in Phase 01.
Out of 102 Sq.km., approximately 34 Sq.km is existing revenue area, 15 Sq.km. is Red Oil 
Palm Plantation and balance area is 52 Sq.km. 

Phase 02 consists of an area of 85.40 Sq.km.
This forms the entire Zone - 2 of the envisioned plan to be developed in Phase 02.

Phase 03 consists of an area of 52 Sq.km.
This forms the entire Zone - 3 of the envisioned plan to be developed in Phase 03.
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Sustainable Development of 

Little Andaman Island

Vision Document



ANNEXURE 04



) 01 Feb 2021. 'NITI Aayog's megacity plan for Little Andaman alarms conservationists':  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/financial-tourist-complex-on-little-andaman-a-bullet-

through-an-islands-heart/article33710255.ece 

 

NITI Aayog's megacity plan for Little 
Andaman alarms conservationists  

Pankaj Sekhsaria  

January 31, 2021 19:49 IST  

Updated: February 01, 2021 10:05 IST  

Share Article  

The proposed construction of a mega financial-tourist 

complex on Little Andaman Island will place at risk a fragile 

ecosystem and result in habitat loss of the vulnerable Onge 

tribe and rare wildlife  

A plan for the sustainable and holistic development of the 680 sq km, fragile Little Andaman Island in the Andaman 

and Nicobar group has raised the alarm among conservationists. 

The ‘Sustainable Development of Little Andaman Island - Vision Document’, is the NITI Aayog’s proposal to 
leverage the strategic location and natural features of the island. This, the vision says, will be done by building a 

new greenfield coastal city there, that will be developed as a free trade zone and will compete with Singapore and 

Hong Kong. 

The proposal is pivoted along three development anchors and zones. 

Zone 1 — spread over 102 sq km along the east coast of Little Andaman — will be the financial district and medi 

city and will include an aerocity, and a tourism and hospital district. Spread over 85 sq km of pristine forest, Zone 2, 

the leisure zone, will have a film city, a residential district and a tourism SEZ. Zone 3 — on 52 sq km of pristine 

forest — will be a nature zone, further categorised into three districts: an exclusive forest resort, a nature healing 

district and a nature retreat, all on the western coast. 

There will be ‘underwater’ resorts, casinos, golf courses, convention centres, plug-and-play office complexes, a 

drone port with fully automated drone delivery system, nature cure institutes and more. 

An international airport capable of handling all types of aircraft will be central to this development vision because 

“all successful case studies and references” studied by the visioning team indicate that an international airport is key 
for development. 



The only jetty on the island will be expanded and a marina will be developed next to the tourist entertainment 

district. A 100 km greenfield ring road will be constructed parallel to the coastline from east to west and will be 

supplemented with a mass rapid transit network with stations at regular intervals. 

The vision plan is not in the public domain, even though it is said to have been finalised months ago. The 

comparison with Singapore, for instance, is one key. It has a map of Little Andaman overlaid on Singapore’s, along 
with the following statistics: “The population density of the Andaman and Nicobar is 47 people per sq km while it’s 
(sic) 7,615 persons per sq km in Singapore. Its per capita income is $1,789 compared to Singapore's $55,182.” 

Blocks to development 

There are certain factors, the vision document notes, that could prevent Little Andaman from becoming the new 

Singapore — factors that are “stopping us from developing these into veritable jewels for the country”. These 
include lack of good connectivity with Indian mainland and global cities, a fragile biodiversity and natural 

ecosystems and certain Supreme Court notifications that pose an impediment to development. Another key factor is 

the “presence of indigenous tribes and concerns for their welfare”. 

There are other concrete obstacles that the vision takes note of: 95% of Little Andaman is covered in forest, a large 

part of it the pristine evergreen type. Some 640 sq km of the island is Reserve Forest under the Indian Forest Act, 

and nearly 450 sq km is protected as the Onge Tribal Reserve, creating a unique and rare socio-ecological-historical 

complex of high importance. 

The vision needs 240 sq km (35%) of this land and the solutions suggested are simple and straightforward — de-

reserve 32% of the reserved forest and de-notify 138 sq km or 31% of the tribal reserve. And if the tribals become an 

impediment, the vision suggests that they “can be relocated to other parts of the island”. 

Sloppy and inappropriate 

The vision document has maps with no legends or explanations and uses inappropriate photographs plagiarised from 

the Internet. It talks of conservation of national park/wildlife sanctuary on Little Andaman when none exist here and 

it has no mention of the geological vulnerability of the place, which was amongst the worst-affected in the 

earthquake-tsunami combination in 2004. The waves hit Little Andaman so hard that on December 26 the 

breakwater there was not just breached, it was physically displaced and it’s orientation changed. Ships could not 
berth for weeks thereafter. 

The plan has no financial details, no budgeting, or inventorisation of forests and ecological wealth and no details of 

any impact assessment. The nature resort complex proposed at West Bay on the western coast is to have theme 

resorts, floating/underwater resorts, beach hotels, and high-end residential villas. It is today a secluded and difficult 

to reach part, one of the most important nesting sites of the globally endangered Giant Leatherback sea turtle which 

is being studied by the Dakshin Foundation, the Andaman and Nicobar Environment Team and the island 

administration’s Forest Department. 

Forest dept.’s concerns 

In a note dated September 26, 2020, Divisional Forest Officer, Little Andaman, raised serious concerns about this 

vision on grounds of ecological fragility, indigenous rights and vulnerability to earthquakes and tsunamis. 

The note said such large diversion of forest land would cause obvious environmental loss leading to irreversible 

damage (more than 2 million trees stand in the forest land sought for these projects), that habitats of various wild 

animals including endangered sea turtles would be affected, and that the impact could not even be assessed because 



there was no environment impact assessment report and neither were there any detailed site layout plans for the 

proposed diversion. 

This note of dissent was a minor irritant and was ignored in the plan and vision that seeks to alter the nature of an 

ancient island bigger than Chennai and Mumbai in area. 

The vision document, described by conservationists as a first bullet through the heart of the island, is to be followed 

by a second one soon. A meeting is to be held under the chairmanship of the Chief Secretary on February 4 to 

initiate the denotification of the Onge tribal reserve on Little Andaman. 
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Annexure I

No. 3 of 1956: Promulgated by the President in the seventh year of the Republic of the India. 
A Regulation to provide for the protection of the interests of socially and economically backward aboriginal tribes in the Andaman 
and Nicobar islands. In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (2) of article 243 of the Constitution, the President is pleased 
to promulgate the following Regulation made by him.

1  (1) This Regulation may be called the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956.
 (2) It extends to the whole of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
 (3) It shall come into force on such date as the Chief Commissioner may, by notification appoint.

2 In this Regulation, unless the context otherwise requires:
 (a) ‘aboriginal tribe’ means any of the following tribes or tribal communities in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and includes parts of, or  
  groups within, such tribes or tribal communities, namely; Andamanese, Jarawas, Onges, Sentinelese, Nicobarese and Shompens;
 (b) ‘Chief Commissioner’ means the Chief Commissioner of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands;
 (c) ‘Deputy Commissioner’ means the Deputy Commissioner of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands;
 (d) ‘notification’ means a notification published in the Official Gazette;
 (e) ‘pass’ means a pass granted under section 7; and,
 (f) ‘reserved area’ means an area which the Chief Commissioner has, by notification under section 3, declared to be a reserved area.

3 (1) The Chief Commissioner may, by notification, declared any area which is predominantly inhabited by aboriginal tribes to be  
  a reserved area and specify the limits of such area; and may, from time to time, in like manner, alter such limits.
 (2) If any question arises whether any area falls within or without a reserved area, it shall be decided by the Chief Commissioner and his  
  decision shall be final.

Andaman and Nicobar Protection of Aboriginal Tribes Regulation 
(ANPATR) – 1956 including all amendments until 2004

!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 4, PORT BLAIR, SATURDAY 30 JUNE 1956

Office of the Chief Commissioner

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, 18 June 1956

No. 76/56: !e following Regulation promulgated by the President under clause (2) of article 243 of the Constitution and published 
in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section I, dated the 14 May 1956, is republished here for general information.

Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956



4 No waste or unoccupied land at the disposal of the Government in a reserved area shall be allotted for agricultural purposes to  
 any person other than a member of an aboriginal tribe: 
 Provided that the Chief Commissioner may allot any such land to any person other than a member of an aboriginal tribe –
 (a) if the Chief Commissioner is satisfied that such land is not required by any such member; or
 (b) if in his opinion the allotment of land to a person other than a member of an aboriginal tribe is necessary for the purpose 
  of consolidation of land or is otherwise in the public interest.

5 (1) No member of an aboriginal tribe shall, except with the previous sanction of the Chief Commissioner, transfer by way of sale,  
  exchange mortgage, lease or otherwise any land to any person other than a member of an aboriginal tribe.
 (2) No land held or occupied by a member of an aboriginal tribe shall be liable to attachment or sale in execution of any decree  
  or order of a civil or revenue court.
 (3) Any transfer, attachment or sale of any land made in contra-vention of this section shall be void.

6 (1) No person other than a member of an aboriginal tribe shall, except with the previous sanction of the Chief Commissioner,  
  acquire any interest in any land situated in a reserved area or in any product of, or crop raised on, such land, or shall, except  
  under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a licence granted by the Chief Commissioner, carry on any trade  
  or business in any such area.
 (2) The provisions of sub-section (1) shall apply to any person who, at the commencement of this Regulation, is carrying on any  
  trade or business in any such area after the expiration of 60 days from such commencement.

7 The Chief Commissioner may, by notification, prohibit any person other than a member of an aboriginal tribe or any class of  
 persons other than members of an aboriginal tribe from entering a reserved area except on the authority and subject to the  
 observance of the conditions and restrictions of a pass granted by the Deputy Commissioner or by such other officers as the  
 Deputy Commissioner may authorises in writing in this behalf.

8 (1) Whoever in contravention of the provisions of section 6, acquires any interest in or in any product of, or crop raised on, any  
  land, or carries on any trade or business, in a reserved area, shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to  
  one year, or with fine which extend to one thousand rupees, or with both; and the interest so acquired shall be disposed of  
  in such manner as the Chief Commissioner may, after taking into consideration the circumstances of the case, direct.
 (2) Whoever, in contravention of the notification issued under section 7, enters a reserved area shall be punishable with impri- 
  sonment which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees or with both.
 (3) Whoever, does anything in contravention of any of the conditions or restrictions subject to which a pass has been granted to  
  him under section 7, shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend  
  to one thousand rupees, or with both.

9 (1) The Chief Commissioner, or any person authorised by him in this behalf, may arrest without a warrant any person who has  
  committed, or is suspected of having committed, any offence punishable under this Regulation.
 (2) Every person arrested under sub-section (1) shall be produced before the nearest magistrate within twenty four hours of  
  such arrest excluding the time necessary for the journey from the place of arrest.

10 (1) The Chief Commissioner may, by notification make rules to carry out the purposes of this Regulation.
 (2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for the form in which,  
  the conditions and restrictions subject to which, and the fee not exceeding rupees fifty on payment of which, a pass under  
  section 7 shall be granted.

11 The provisions of this Regulation and of any rule made thereunder shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent there 
 with contained in any other law for the time being in force or any instrument having effect by virtue of any such law, or in any  
 usage or agreement, or in any decree or order of any court or other authority.

Rajendra Prasad, President
K.Y. Bhandarkar, Secretary to the government of India

By order
Ram Saran Das, Assistant Secretary (Judicial) to the Chief Commissioner, A & N Islands. 
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Office of the Chief Commissioner
Andaman & Nicobar Islands

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the 19th June 1956

No. ANPATR/1(3)/1: In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (3) of section 1 of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1/56 No. 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, is pleased to appoint the first day of July 1956 to be the date from which the said Regulation shall come into force.

C. Ramachandran, Chief Commissioner, A & N Islands [F. 1-89(1)/54-56] G.P. 77/56

No. ANPATR/3(1)/1: In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956, (Regulation No. 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, is pleased to declare each of the following areas to be a reserved area, namely:

(a) 1South Andaman
  The part of South Andaman Islands situated in the west of the imaginary boundary line including coastal water upto 3km starting from  
 the mouth of Constance Bay proceeds north upto north west corner of village Tirur and thence proceeds towards east-north and  
 joins Andaman Trunk Road at a point 2km south of Miletilak from where the boundary proceeds towards north upto Middle strait  
 point along the western side of Andaman Trunk Road having a 200 metre belt excluding village areas of Miletilak and all allotted land  
 of Jirkatang area. From middle Strait point the boundary proceeds towards north via Needhan reach, enclosing Bluff and Spike Islands,  
 to Yeratil Jig]2[and New survey No. 2265/5 area measuring 1000 sq. metres situated at Aberdeen Village, Port Blair, Andaman District]. 

(b) 3Middle Andaman
  The part of the Middle Andaman Islands situated in the western side of the imaginary boundary line including coastal water upto 3km  
 starting from Yeratil Jig and proceeds towards north-east excluding village areas of Kadamtala and touches Andaman Trunk Road at a  
 point 12km north of Uttara Jetty and passes alongside the road leaving 200 metre belt upto 24km point of the Andaman Trunk Road  
 from Uttara Jetty and thence due north through jungle upto a distance of 6km and then towards north-east from a distance of 7km  
 and further proceeds due north for 11km and then joins Wolaga Boilu Creek. Thereafter the boundary line proceeds north-west  
 through the boundary Wolaga Boilu Creek upto the point 1/3km from the northern tip of the village Hanspuri and skirt around South  
 West and southern side keeping the same half a km distance from village Hanspuri extending and culminating ultimately at Bush Police  
 Camp No. 32 facing the luice Inlet including entire Wolaga Boilu, Melagar Boilu and Mar Boilu Creeks].

!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 3, PORT BLAIR, TUESDAY 2 APRIL 1957

Office of the Chief Commissioner

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, Tuesday 2 April 1957



(c) The entire area comprised in, and enclosed within the coast line of each of the following Islands.
  (i)   4[***]
  (ii)  North Sentinel
  (iii)  Cinque
  (iv)  Passage
  (v)  Sisters
  (vi)  Brothers
  (vii)  South Sentinel and other islands and islets situated south wards in the territory of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands upto and  
   including Little Andaman5 [except the area on the eastern coast of Little Andaman Island located within the following co-ordinates:
  Longitude: between the longitude 92°28 minutes East and 92°35 minutes East.
  Latitude: between latitude 10° 34 minutes North and6 [10° 45 minutes 30 seconds] North].
  (viii) 7 [Strait Island]

(d)  The entire area comprised in, and enclosed within the coast line of each of the following islands but excluding the area comprising the air-field  
  in Car Nicobar and the ports of Camorta and Car Nicobar8 [and the area located between the co-ordinates mentioned below in the eastern  
  coast of Great Nicobar Island.
  Longitude: the area between longitude 93° 50 minutes East and 93° 57 minutes East.
  Latitude: the area between latitude 6°53 minutes North and 7° 2 minutes North]
  (i)   Car Nicobar
  (ii)  Batti Malv
  (iii)  Chowra
  (iv)  Tillangchong
  (v)  Teressa
  (vi) Bompoka
  (vii)  Camorta
  (viii)  Trinket
  (ix)  Nancowry
  (x)  Katchall
  (xi)  Meroe
  (xii)  Trak
  (xiii)   Treis
  (xiv)  Menchal
  (xv)  Little Nicobar
  (xvi)  Pulo Milo
  (xvii)  Great Nicobar
  (xviii)  Kondul

  (xix)  Kabra

T.G.N. Ayyar
Chief Commissioner, A & N Islands

[F. 1-89(1)/56-G] G.P.43/57

1 Substituted vide Notification No.107/7/F.No. 40.243/78-TW dated 19th July 1979 for ‘The area in South Andaman to the west of an imaginary line starting  
 north-eastwards from the mouth of constance Bay along Bajalunta Jig to the Southern tip of Cholunga Range and then proceeding northwards to Mount Cadell  
 and from there eastward to Pochange Creek and thence along the eastern coast of South Andaman Island proceeding to a point approximately 600228 (omitting  
 James, Kyd and other islands and islets) and thence from that point northwards along an alignment to be aligned by the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Forest  
 Department taking into consideration the suitability of terrain and water points to join Putatang Jig and thence northwards along Putatang Jig and Amitla Soicha  
 Passage of Middle Strait along the east coast of South Andaman excluding Belle Island, Bonig Island, Oral Kaicha and Baby Island proceeding to Yeratil Jig via  
 Needham Reach and Port Anson enclosing Bluff and Spike islands.’

2 Inserted vide Notification No. 1-467/86-TW dated 2nd November 1989. 

3 Substituted vide Notification No.107/7/F.No. 40.243/78-TW dated 19th July 1979 for ‘The area in Middle Andaman to the west of an imaginary line emerging  
 from South Andaman and proceeding northwards from Yeratil Jig to 9 [ Bush Police Post No.4 (Maps reference 772425) and thence due west to the coast below  
 point June (Map reference 625029)] along the Bush Police Line subject to an adjustment that the line may coincide with an alignment to be aligned by the  
 Andaman and Nicobar islands Forest Department in Porlob and Boroin Yol areas between the Yeratil Charalungta Bush Police posts provided that sufficient land  
 is left to the west of such alignment on the eastern side of the Range to provide enough hunting ground to Jarawas while they are on the move and bearing in  
 mind the suitability of such alignment, from the point of view of water and terrain, as a patrol path.’

4 The word ‘Rutland’ omitted vide Notification No. 65/73/F.No. 81-14/72-J.I dated 24th May 1973.

5 Inserted vide Notification No. 62/72/F.No. 81-9/71-J (1) dated 20th April 1972.

6 Substituted vide Notification No. 108/77/F.No.15-222/76-J. I dated 27th May, 1977 for ‘10° 44 minutes’

7 Inserted vide Notification No. 95/72/81-15/72-J (1) dated 28th June 1972.

8 Inserted vide Notification No. 62/72/F.No. 81-9/71-J (1) dated 20th April 1972.

9 Substituted vide Notification No. AN PATR/3(1) 1 dated 1st December, 1959 for ‘Ranger’s Channel’
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No. ANPATR/7/1: In exercise of the powers conferred by section 7 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection 
of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956, (Regulation No. 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, is pleased to prohibit every person other than a member of an aboriginal tribe from entering a reserve area in the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands except on the authority, and subject to the observance of the conditions and restrictions, 
of a pass granted by the Deputy Commissioner of the said islands or such other officer as the said Deputy Commissioner 
may authorise in writing in this behalf. 

1[The Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands is pleased to order that all Government servants while proceeding on 
duty to a reserved area and the families of such government servants shall be exempted from taking out a pass or passes for enter-
ing a reserved area in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. ‘Family’ means Govt. servant’s wife, children, step children, parents and sisters 
and minor brothers if residing with and wholly dependable on him.]

2[The Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, hereby order that the employees of the Indian Rubber Board while pro-
ceeding on duty to a reserved area shall be exempted from taking out a pass or passes for entering a reserved area in the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands subject to the condition that each such employee is provided with an Identity Card by the Rubber Board or its 
duly authorised officer.]

3[The Lieutenant Governor (Administrator) Andaman and Nicobar Islands has been pleased to order that all the Defence personnel 
while proceeding to a reserved area in the discharge of their specific duty in organized body shall be exempted from taking out a 
pass for entering in such area in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The Administration will be intimated about such movement so 
as to inform elements of Bush Police and forest employees working in the area.]

T.G.N. Ayyar
Chief Commissioner, A & N Islands

[F. 1-89(1)/56-G]
G.P.52/57

1 Inserted vide Notification No. 10/60 dated 18th January, 1960. 
2 Inserted vide Notification No. 6/69/50-8/68-J. I dated 16th January, 1969.
3 Inserted vide Notification No. 181/90/F.No. 1-467/86-TW dated 9th November, 1990.

!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. , PORT BLAIR, SUNDAY 21 APRIL 1957

Office of the Chief Commissioner

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, 21st April 1957



No. AN/PATR/10/1: In exercise of the powers conferred by section 10 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection 
of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956), the chief commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, is pleased to make the following rules to carry out the purposes of the said Regulation, namely:

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Rules, 1957

CHAPTER 1: PRELIMINARY

1  Short title and commencement

(1) These rules may be  called the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes ) Rules, 1957.

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2 1Definitions: in these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires

(a) ‘Deputy commissioner’ except in Sub-rule (2) of rule 13 includes an officer authorised by him under section 7 to grant passes;

(b) ‘Form’ means Form prescribed in the schedule appended to these rules;

(c) ‘General trade or business’ means the trade or business covered by the licence in Form ‘F’.

(d) ‘Licence’ means a licence granted in Form ‘F’ or in Form ‘H’ by the Chief Commissioner under Sub- section (1) of section 6 to  
 carry on in any reserved area general trade or business, or miscellaneous trade, as the case may be;

(e) ‘Licensee’ means a person, or a body of individuals including a member or member or members of an aboriginal tribe, to  
 whom a licence has been granted;

(f) ‘Person’ does not include a member of an aboriginal tribe;
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(g) ‘Miscellaneous Trade’ means the following:-
 1 Works relating to P.W.D. and I.A.F contracts;
 2 Stevedoring;
 3 Sale of timber;
 4 Import and Export trade; and
 5 Such other trade as may from time to time be specified by the Chief Commissioner.

(h) ‘Prescribed fee’ in respect of any document or act means the fee payable thereon or therefore under rule 11;

(i) ‘Regulation’ means the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956);

(j) ‘Section’ and ‘sub-section’ respectively mean a section of the Regulation and a sub-section of a section of the Regulation; and 

(k) ‘Year’ means a financial year.

CHAPTER II: PASSES

3 Period for which pass may be granted or renewed
 A pass under section 7 may be granted for a period of one year or a part thereof and may, subject to the provisions of these  
 rules, be renewed for a further period not exceeding one year.

4 Application for pass 
 An application for the grant of a pass shall be made in Form ‘A’.

5 Grant or renewal of pass

(1) On an application filed under rule 4, if the Deputy Commissioner, after such enquiry as he may deem fit to make, does not reject the  
 application, he may, subject to the provisions of these rules, grant a pass to the applicant in Form ‘B’ for any period expiring on a date 
 within the current financial year.

(2) A pass granted under sub-rule (1), may on an application being made in Form ‘D’ to the Deputy Commissioner, be renewed  
 by him for a period permitted under rule 3.

6 Register of passes 
 A register of passes granted or renewed under rule 5, shall be maintained by the Deputy Commissioner in Form ‘C’ and an  
 extract therefrom containing the details of passes so granted or renewed during a calendar month shall after the close of  
 such month, be sent by him to the Chief Commissioner.

CHAPTER III: LICENCES FOR TRADE OR BUSINESS

7 Application for licence
 Every application for grant of a licence shall be in Form ‘E’ 2[or in Form ‘G’ as the case may be]. 

8 Grant of licence
 On an application filed under rule 7, if the Chief Commissioner, after such enquiry as he may deem fit to make, does not reject the application,  
 he may, subject to the provisions of these rules, grant a licence for a period not exceeding one year.

9 Form of licence
 Every licence granted under rule 8 shall be in Form ‘F’ 2[or in Form ‘H’].
  
10 Register of licences
 A register of licences granted under rule 8 shall be caused to be maintained by the Chief Commissioner in 3[Form ‘I’].



CHAPTER IV: MISCELLANEOUS

11 Fees for passes and licences
 No pas or licence shall be granted unless the fee in respect thereof as indicated below  has been paid to Government, namely:

 Details of pass, etc Rate of fee

(i) A Pass to be granted 4[to a settler selected for settlement in  
Andaman and Nicobar islands under the Accelerated Develop- 
ment Programme of the Ministry of Labour, Employment  
and Rehabilitation (Dept. of Rehabilitation)] 5[***] 

6[Nil]

7[(ii) Subject to item (i) above, a pass to be granted for a period  
not exceeding one month.

Re. 1/-]

(iii) A pass other than a pass specified at item (i) or item (ii) above. Rs. 5/-

(iv) Renewal of a pass The same fee as for the original grant of pass.

(v) A licence 8[for general trade or business] Rs. 500/-

8[(vi) A licence for miscellaneous trade Rs. 500/-]

12 Purchase of local produce in reserved areas by licensee

(i) A licensee 9[holding a licence in form ‘F’] shall be authorised to purchase the various items of local produce from the  
 aboriginal tribes of the reserved area for which he holds a licence.

(ii) The extent to which, and the minimum rates at which, the various items of such produce may be purchased by a licensee shall  
 be fixed by the Chief Commissioner from time to time.

13 Royalty payable to government on local produce exported from reserved areas

(i) On all local produce purchased under rule 12 and exported from a reserved area, a royalty at such rate or rates as may be  
 fixed by the Chief Commissioner from time to time shall be levied.

(ii) The royalty levied under sub-rule (1) above shall be paid by the licensee to the Deputy Commissioner or to such other  
 officers as may be appointed by the Deputy Commissioner in this behalf and shall be credited to Government.

14 Residual matters
 Such matters as are not specifically provided for or are insufficiently provided for in these rules shall be regulated in such  
 manner as may be directed by the Chief Commissioner.

1 Substituted vide Notification No.274/60/150-5/60-G dated 5th December 1960
2 Inserted vide Notification No.274/60/150-5/60-G dated 5th December 1960.
3 Substituted vide Notification No.274/60/150-5/60-G dated 5th December 1960 for “Form G”.
4 Inserted vide Notification No. 61/69/F.No. 50-8/68-J(1) dated 31st May 1969.
5 The words ‘for a period not exceeding one month’ substituted vide Notification No. 274/60/150-5/60-G dated 5th December 1960 for ‘to a  
 Government servant while on duty or to a Government servant (and any member of his family) while proceeding on transfer’ and later  
 omitted vide Notification No. 61/69/F.No. 50-8/68-J(1) dated 31st May 1969.
6 Substituted vide Notification No. 61/69/F.No. 50-8/68-J(1) dated 31st May 1969 for ‘Re.1/-’ which was Substituted vide Notification  
 No. 274/60/150-5/60-G dated 5th December 1960 for ‘Nil’. 
7 Omitted vide Notification No. 274/60/150-5/60-G dated 5th December 1960 and later inserted vide Notification No. 61/69/F.No. 50-8/68-J(1)  
 dated 31st May 1969.
8 Inserted vide Notification No. 274/60/150-5/60-G dated 5th December 1960.
9 Substituted vide Notification No. 274/60/150-5/60-G dated 5th December 1960 for ‘holding licence in form ‘F’’
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SCHEDULE

FORM A

(See Rule 4)

Application for the grant of a pass under Section 7 of the Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes), Regulation 1956

To,
 !e Deputy Commissioner,
 Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
 
 I, ……………………………………………………………………………… (name of the applicant), hereby 
apply for a pass under section 7 of the Andaman And Nicobar Islands (Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 and 
the rules made thereunder authorizing me to enter and remain in the following reserved area in the Andaman And Nicobar 
Islands for the period commencing from ……….. and  ending on ……………….. namely:

(Details of the Reserved Area)

2 !e required particulars are as follows:

 (a) Applicant’s father’s or husband’s  name _____________________________________
 (b) Applicant’s nationality      _____________________________________
 (c) Applicant’s height       ___________ feet _________________ inches
 (d) Colour of applicant’s hair     _____________________________________
 (e) Colour of applicant’s eyes     _____________________________________
 (f) Distinguishing marks      _____________________________________
 (g)  Applicant’s address      _____________________________________
             _____________________________________
 (h) Purpose of visit to the Reserved Area _____________________________________
 (i) Details of employment proposed to be taken up in the Reserved Area  
  and the name of the employer, if any  _____________________________________
 (j) No. of pass previously held, if any  _____________________________________
 (k) Details of any other kind of  applicant’s interest, if any, in the Reserved Area  
  authorized  under the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation,  
  1956 or the rules made there-under _____________________________________
 (l) Has the applicant ever been convicted of an offence under the Andaman and Nicobar Islands  
  (Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 or any other law, and if so, the details of the  
  offence and the punishment awarded?  _____________________________________
 (m) Any other particulars        _____________________________________

3 I agree to abide by the provisions of the Andaman And Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation,  
 1956 and the rules made thereunder and also by the terms and conditions of the pass, if granted.

 
 
 Dated at ………………     Signature of applicant
 
 
 the ………….day of…………..19………..



FORM B

(See Rule 5)

Pass for entering a Reserved Area in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Pass No …..

2   !is Pass under section 7 of the Andaman And Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes Regulation, 1956 (herein-after  
referred to as ‘the Regulation’) is hereby granted to Shri/Shrimati/Kumari ………………………………………………………… 
(hereinafter referred to as ‘the pass holder’) identifiable by the following particulars, namely:
 (a) Father’s or husband’s name  ____________________________________
 (b) Nationality       ____________________________________
 (c) Height        ________________ feet ___________ inches
 (d) Colour of hair      ____________________________________
 (e) Colour of eyes     ____________________________________
 (f) Distinguishing marks    ____________________________________
 (g) Address       ____________________________________
 (h) Signature or thumb impression  ____________________________________

Subject to the provisions of the Regulation and the Andaman And Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Rules 1957 
(hereinafter referred to as ‘the said Rules’) and also to the conditions set forth in the following statement, this PASS authorizing 
the pass holder to enter and remain in* _________________________________ (hereinafter referred to as ‘the said reserved 
area’), shall be valid and remain in force from ________________________ to ___________________ , namely: ________

STATEMENT OF CONDITIONS

1 The pass-holder may visit the said reserved area and remain therein during the period of validity of this PASS for the following  
 purpose shall, alter the expiry of such period, surrender this PASS to the Officer-in-Charge of the nearest police station or to  
 the nearest Magistrate and, if this PASS is lost, a report of such loss shall be made by the pass-holder forthwith to the said Officer- 
 in-Charge or the said Magistrate, namely: ______________

2 The pass-holder shall not carry on or engage himself in any trade or business in the said reserved area except to the extent,  
 if any, authorized by this PASS.

3 The pass-holder shall not collect any forest produce from the said reserved area, and shall not carry to or from the said reserved area any  
 book, diary, manuscript, map picture, photograph, film, curio or article or scientific interest, which is likely to be against public interest or may  
 affect the security of the State.

4. The pass-holder shall not introduce or attempt to introduce into the said reserved area any of the following articles, namely:
 (i) beer, wine or other spirituous fermented liquor;
 (ii) opium, Bhang, ganja or other hurtful or intoxicating drug ;
 (iii) arms, weapons gun powder, or other explosive or highly inflammable substance except to the extent permitted by the Chief  
  Commissioner of the Andaman And Nicobar Islands (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Chief Commissioner’) or by any  aw for  
  the time being in force; and 
 (iv) such other articles may be prohibited by the Chief Commissioner from time to time.

5. The PASS shall be liable to be cancelled is the pass-holder is convicted of an offence punishable under the provisions of the  
 Regulation or the said rules or any other law for the time being in force or is shown to the satisfaction of the Chief Commis- 
 sioner to be leading a scandalous or notoriously evil mode of life conducive to breach of the public peace or prejudicial to the  
 maintenance of the public safety in the said reserved area.

6. The Deputy Commissioner may, and shall when so required by the Chief Commissioner, at any time after recording his reasons  
 in writing but without assigning to the pass-holder any reasons for so doing, by order in writing cancel this PASS. The PASS shall  
 be void from the date of receipt by such order by the pass-holder: Provided that where this PASS is so cancelled by the Deputy  
 Commissioner; he shall forthwith send a copy of his recorded reasons for doing so to the Chief Commissioner and the Chief  

 Annex 1          95



96          The Jarawa Tribal Reserve Dossier

 Commissioner may, on his own motion or on application by the pass-holder or otherwise reverse the order of the Deputy  
 Commissioner and thereupon the PASS  shall come again into force and be valid.
 
7. Any breach of the provisions of the Regulation or the said Rules or of the conditions for this PASS, shall, in addition to nay other  
 penalty, render the pass-holder disqualified for being granted any pass under section 7 of the Regulation.

 Dated at ………………
        

Deputy Commissioner 
 the ………….day of…………..19………..  Andaman & Nicobar Islands

     * Details of the reserved area for which PASS has been granted

RENEWALS

!is PASS is hereby renewed and rendered valid under rule 5 (2) of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection Of Aboriginal 
Tribes) Rules 1957 for the period:

1 Commencing from ______________ and ending on _______________________
Deputy Commissioner 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

2 Commencing from ______________ and ending on _______________________
Deputy Commissioner 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

3 Commencing from ______________ and ending on _______________________
Deputy Commissioner 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands



FORM C

(See Rule 6)

Register of passes granted under Section 7 of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands  
(Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation 1956

 

1 * Number of pass.

2 Pass holder’s name, father’s name and address.

3 Nationality.

4 Height.

5 Colour of hair.

6 Colour of eyes.

7 Distinguishing marks.

8 Signature or thumb impression.

9 Description of the reserved area for which the pass has been granted.

10 Purpose of visit to the reserved area.

11 Date of grant of pass.

12 Date upto which pass has been granted.

13 Challan No and date of payment of prescribed fee for

14 Date of renewal of pass.

15 Date upto which pass has been renewed.

16 Challan No and date of payment of prescribed fee for renewal of pass.

17 Name of the person, if any with whom the Pass holder is employed in the 
reserved area

18 Remarks

* Each pass shall be given a separate number serially
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FORM D

(See Rule 5(2))

Application under Rule 5(2) of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands  
(Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Rules, 1957 for the renewal of Pass  

for entry into the Reserved Area

To
 !e Deputy Commissioner
 Andaman & Nicobar Islands

 I, ______________________________________________ (name of the applicant), was granted Pass No ________ 
authorizing me to enter the following reserved area in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and to  remain therein from the period  
commencing from _________________ and ending on __________________________, namely;

1 (Details of the Reserved Area)

2 !e aforesaid pass was renewed from time to time and rendered valid up to the _________________. As the  
 pass since expired, I hereby apply for its renewal, on the same terms and conditions, for further period commencing from the 
 _______________ and ending _______________ on the _______________. !e required particulars are as follows:

 (a) No. of the *expired/ expiring pass       _______________________
 (b) Date of grant of the *expired/ expiring pass    _______________________
  (c) Date of last renewal, if any, of the *expired/ expiring pass  _______________________
 (d) Names and addresses of the persons by under whom the applicant was employed  
  or engaged in the reserved area during the last period  _______________________
 (e) Name and address of the person by or under whom the applicant was employed  
  or engaged in the reserved area at the close of the last period _______________________
 (f) Name and address of the person by or under whom the applicant was proposed to be employed or  
  engaged during the period for which the pass is to be renewed _______________________
 (g) Has the applicant been convicted of any offence during the last year and, if so,  
  the  details of the offence and the punishment awarded?  _______________________
 (h) Present address of the applicant        _______________________

3 !e *expired/expiring pass is attached herewith.

 Dated the ……………………..19………..     Signature of applicant

 N.B. !e expired/expiring pass must accompany the application.
 * Strike out the portion not applicable.



FORM E

(See Rule 7)

Application for the grant of a license for trade or business un-
der sub-section 1 of Section 6 of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

(Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956

To
 !e Chief Commissioner,
 Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Port Blair

 I, _____________________________________________ (name of the applicant) , hereby apply for a license un-
der sub-section (1) of section 6 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes ) Regulation 1956 and the 
rules made there under authorising me to carry on trade or business in the following reserved area in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands for the period commencing from ________________________ and ending on _______________________ namely:

(DETAILS OF THE RESERVED AREA)

2 !e required particulars are as follows:
 
 (a) Applicant’s father’s or husband’s name       ________________________
 (b) Applicant’s nationality           ________________________
 (c) Applicant’s address            ________________________
 (d) Whether the license isdesired in applicant’s  
  individual name or in the name of any firm, company, etc  ________________________
 (e) If the license be desired in the name of any firm, company, etc the name and style  
  in which the firm, company, etc, carries on business and the details of its constitution  
  including the names, etc, of its partners if it be a partnership firm ________________________
 (f) Details of resources which are to be employed  
  in connection with the trade or business     ________________________
 (g) Details of water-crafts and transport vehicles, if any proposed  
  to be employed in connection with the trade or business  ________________________
 (h) Name of the station at which a sea-worthy boat shall be kept for the purpose of  
  carriage or transport the Government cargo and officials under the terms  
  and conditions of the license if granted      ________________________
 (i) Does the applicant or the firm, company, etc, in whose name the license is desired,  
  hold any such license in relation to any other such reserved area? ________________________
 (j) Has the applicant or the firm, company, etc, in whose name the license is desired been refused  
  such a license previously, and, if so, the date of such refusal? ________________________
 (k) Has the applicant or the firm, company, etc in whose name the license is desired, ever been convicted of an offence  
  under the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 or any other law, and,  
  if so the details of the offence and the punishment awarded? ________________________
 (l) Any other particulars           ________________________

3 I, [and also the firm, company, etc, in whose name the license is desired] agree to abide by the provisions of the  
 Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes), Regulation 1956 and the rules made thereunder and  
 also by the terms andconditions of the license, if granted.

 Dated at ……………… Signature of applicant and/or the authorized person  
on behalf of the firm, company, etc, together with authorised seal

 the …………. day of …………..19………..
 [  ] Strike out if not applicable
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FORM F

(See Rule 9)

License for trade or business granted under sub-section 1 of Section 6 of the 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956

Non transferable

License No. ________________

!is LICENSE is hereby granted under sub-section 1 of Section 6 of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal 
Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the said Regulation’) to Shri/Messrs. ___________________________ 
Son of _______________________ resident of ______________________ (hereinafter referred to as ‘the licensee’) autho-
rising him/them to carry on trade or business in the reserved area hereinafter fully described for the period commencing from 
___________________ and ending on _________________ (hereinafter referred to as ‘the term of this LICENSE’) subject to 
the provisions of the said Regulation and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes ) Rules, 1957 (here-
inafter referred to as ‘the said Rules’) and also subject to the terms and conditions set forth in the following statement namely:

STATEMENT OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1 The licensee shall be authorized to carry on trade or business in the following reserved area in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (herein- 
 after referred to as ‘the said reserved area’) namely: __________________________________________________________

2 During the term of this LICENSE, the licensee shall:
 (a) maintain an efficient system of procurement, supply and distribution of cloth consumers’ goods and other articles described in  
  the Annexure hereunder written (such cloth, goods and articles hereinafter collectively referred to as ‘the authorized articles’)  
  in the said reserved area ;
 (b) handle things and properties belonging to Government in such manner and on such terms, conditions and stipulations as  
  may be mutually agreed between the licensee and the Chief Commissioner of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands  
  (hereinafter called ‘the Chief Commissioner’);
 (c) work as the stevedorer for Government cargo in the said reserved area and to provide sufficient labour and other efficient  
  facilities for loading, unloading and stacking of such cargo on payment by Government of such rates or charges as may  
  from time to time be fixed by the Chief Commissioner.
 (d) keep maintain and station at own cost and risk a sea-worthy boat at ______________ and to make her available at the purpose of:
    (i) carriage or transport of Government cargo by sea to ____________________ on payment of such rate or rates  
    of freight as may from time to time be fixed by the Chief Commissioner, and
    (ii) enabling Government to visit ____________________ on payment of such rate or rates of passage as may from  
    time to time be fixed by the Chief Commissioner.
 (e) perform such other functions and discharge such other obligations as may hereunder devolve on the licensee ; and
 (f) perform such other reasonable function or functions as may, with the consent of the licensee, be entrusted to him by the  
  Chief Commissioner.

3 For the purpose of maintaining as efficient system of  supply and distribution of  the authorized articles in the said reserved area,  
 the licensee shall at his own cost and risk, procure and hold sufficient stock of all the authorized articles at such places in the said  
 reserved area as may be conveniently accessible to the local civil population;
  PROVIDED that the licensee shall be required to procure and hold at its own cost and risk such minimum and maximum stock  
 of all or any of the authorised articles at such place or places in the said reserved area as may, at any time be fixed by the Chief  
 Commissioner or by such Officer as may be authorized by the Chief Commissioner in this behalf.

4 The maximum price at which any of the authorized articles may be sold by the licensee in said reserved area shall be fixed from  
 time to time by the Chief Commissioner or by such Officer as may be appointed by the Chief Commissioner in this behalf.
  PROVIDED that no maximum price so fixed in respect of any authorized articles shall exceed the amount of cost price at which such  
 article was purchased in wholesale at Port Blair or at any such place in India, as the case may be, added by such percentage of 
 the amount of such cost price as has been expressed to be permitted as the margin of profit in the Annexure hereunder written,



5 (1) The Chief Commissioner may, from time to time, fix the rates at which the licensee shall be authorized to purchase the various  
  items of local produce from the aboriginal tribes of the said reserved area and, until some other rates are so fixed by the  
  Chief Commissioner, the licensee shall be authorized to purchase any of the commodities specified in column (1) of the  
  following Table from the aboriginal tribes of the said reserved area at a rate not less than the minimum purchase – rate  
  specified there against in column (2) of the said Table, that is to say:

Table of purchase rates

Name of the commodity (1) Minimum *Purchase-rate (2)

Coconuts

Hukka nuts

Copra

Betel nuts

Silk–cotton

 (2) On every item of local produce purchased from the aboriginal tribes of the said reserved area and exported therefrom  
  to any place outside the said reserved area, the licensee shall pay royalty to the Government at such rates as may from time  
  to time be fixed by the Chief Commissioner and until some other rates are so fixed by the Chief Commissioner the royalty  
  payable by the licensee to Government on ach of the commodities specified in column (1) of the following Table shall be at  
  the rate specified there against in column (2) of the said Table, that is to say:

Name of the commodity (1) *Rate of royalty (2)

Coconuts

Hukka nuts

Copra

Betel nuts

Silk–cotton

* The current rates which are in force for the time being should be entered in this column.

6 During the term of this LICENSE, the licensee shall perform the functions and discharge the obligations on his part most  
 efficiently, faithfully and promptly to the best advantage of the Government and with the same degree of economy, prudence,  
 deligence, skill and judgement as the licensee would exercise if the licensee were entitled to the benefits arising or likely to arise  
 out of the performance of such functions and discharge of such obligations, and generally in accordance with the instructions and  
 to the satisfaction of the Chief Commissioner which might involve the carrying out, without any extra payment, of such subsidiary  
 instructions as the Chief Commissioner may from time to time issue.

7 In no event and under no circumstances, the licensee shall assign, transfer, sublet or underlet any of his interests, benefits, titles,  
 rights, covenants, obligations or any other form of interests or liability whatsoever arising from or incidental to this LICENSE or  
 any part thereof and in particular the licensee shall not appoint any person, firm, society, association or company as a sub licensee  
 or sub agent or in any other capacity purporting to act on behalf of, or in name of, Government or of the licensee; and all trans- 
 actions between the licensee and a third party shall be carried out as between two principals without any recourse in any event  
 to Government or to the Chief Commissioner.

8 For the proper and efficient performance and discharge of the functions and obligations on his part of the LICENSE, the licensee  
 shall, at his own risk and expense, provide everything that is necessary including proper establishment and in particular the  
 licensee shall , at his own expense and risk:
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 (a) appoint a fully qualified and experienced person to be the General Manager to supervise the shops established by the licensee in  
  the said reserved area and the appointment of such person shall be made with the previous approval of the Chief Commissioner;   
 (b) appoint General supervisory and other staff for such shops as well as for storage, godown and transport;
 (c) appoint clerical staff competent to carry out business correspondence and to keep proper record and account of all transactions  
  carried out by the licensee ; and
 (d) employ labour for the purpose of loading, unloading, stacking, distribution and generally for all purpose connected with the  
  functions and obligations on the part of the licensee under this LICENSE:
  PROVIDED that the establishment and labour appointed under this clause shall be adequate to carry put the appropriate  
  duties required of them and that in making such appointments the licensee may without prejudice to the terms and condi- 
  tions of this LICENSE, employ the aboriginal tribes of the said reserved area to such extent as may be feasible.
  PROVIDED ALSO that no person who does not hold a valid pass granted under section 7 of the said Regulation, or to whose  
  appointment the Chief Commissioner may take exception, shall be employed by the licensee in his establishment or labour, and  
  if any such exception is taken by the Chief Commissioner in the case of a person already employed under the licensee, such  
  person shall be removed from such employment forewith.
  PROVIDED further that all persons appointed in the establishment or labour of the licensee shall, for all purposes and in all  
  respects, be the servants of the licensee who shall accept full responsibility as their employer and pay fair wages having regard  
  to the rates of wages prevailing in the said reserved area and that the licensee hereby indemnifies Government and the Chief  
  Commissioner against all claims of any kind whatsoever in respect of the persons appointed as aforesaid or otherwise arising  
  out of the working of this LICENSE.

9 Such building accommodation, electric fittings including lights, fans, etc.., office and shop furniture and equipments, fire and other appli- 
 ances, boats, launches and other things and materials necessary for the efficient performance and discharge of the functions and obliga- 
 tions on the part of the licensee under this LICENSE, shall be arranged and procured by the licensee himself at his own cost and risk.

10 (1)  The licensee shall maintain or cause to be maintained the correct and true accounts of all transactions and dealings in relation to  
  his business under the terms and conditions of this LICENSE and the accounts so maintained or caused to be maintained shall  
  among other things, clearly show the details of all moneys received and paid, all authorized articles procured and sold in the said  
  reserved area, the prices at which such articles were so procured and sold, all transactions carried out by the licensee with the  
  inhabitants of the said reserved area and with Government and all other matters which may be necessary to manifest the state  
  of business affairs of the licensee under this LICENSE or which may be specified by the Chief Commissioner.
 (2) All books of accounts maintained or caused to be maintained by the licensee under sub clause(1) shall be kept in the licensee’s  
  office at ________________________ and shall on demand, be made available at all reasonable times, to the Chief Commissioner  
  or to such Officer of Government as may be authorized by the Chief Commissioner in this behalf for the purpose of inspection,  
  examination, copying, fixation of prices, audit or any other reason-able purpose.
 (3) The licensee shall duly account for all Government properties in his possession and shall submit such periodical and other  
  reports as to the state of such properties and other matters connected with this LICENSE as may from time to time be  
  required by the Chief Commissioner.

11 (1) The licensee may, at his own expense, insure all or any of the authorized articles and other things, goods or materials procured  
  by him under the terms and condtions and of this LICENSE, in order to cover any risk during the transit of such articles, things,  
  goods or materials to the said reserved area or their storage or otherwise and Government undertakes no responsibility or  
  liability for loss or damage to such articles things, goods or materials or to any other property of the licensee in any manner or  
  under any circumstances whatsoever.
 (2) Where any articles, things, goods or materials or any other property belonging to Government is held or handled by the  
  licensee on behalf of Government, the licensee shall be responsible and liable for any loss or damage to such articles, things,  
  goods, materials or property and shall always be deemed to have indemnified Government against such loss or damage.

12 (1) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, this LICENSE shall, at the option of the Chief Commissioner, be liable to  
  cancellation forthwith in each and every of the following events, that is to say: 
  (a) If the licensee commits any breach of any of the provisions of the said Regulation or of the said Rules or any of the terms  
   and conditions of this LICENSE or of any of the provisions herein contained. 
  (b) If the licensee fails to perform any of the functions or discharge any of the obligations on his part under this LICENSE.  
  (c) If the licensee becomes insolvent.
  (d) If the licensee ceases to exist as a trading concern in its existing formation on account of dissolution or liquidation or  
   otherwise on account of an order passed by any competent Government authority on any competent Court.
 (2) Where this LICENSE is cancelled under sub clause (1), the Chief Commissioner shall, without prejudice to his other rights and  
  powers herein contained be entitled and have full power to take over, at his discretion any of the authorized articles in possession  
  of the licensee and to dispose them at the risk and expense of the licensee and realize Government’s claims from the procedure  
  and also from the moneys due to the licensee on account of any transaction with Government under this LICENSE or any other  
  agreement or understanding with Government.



13 Without prejudice to the provisions of clause 12, the Chief Commissioner may, at any time without advancing any reasons, cancel  
 this LICENSE by delivering a notice of such cancellation in writing to the licensee at least two months in advance of the date on  
 which such cancellation is intended by the Chief Commissioner to take effect.
  PROVIDED that the licensee shall also be entitled and have full power to surrender this LICENSE at any time during its continuance  
 by delivering a notice of such surrender in writing to the Chief Commissioner at least two months in advance of the date on which  
 such surrender is intended by the licensee to take effect.

14 Any bribe, commission, gift or advantage given, promised or offered by or on behalf of the licensee to any officer, servant or  
 representative of Government in relation to the grant of this LICENSE shall, in addition to any criminal liability incurred by the  
 licensee render this LICENSE liable to cancellation in the discretion of the Chief Commissioner and any loss or damage resulting  
 to Government on account of such cancellation shall be compensated by the licensee.

15 Where this LICENSE is intended to be cancelled by the Chief Commissioner and a notice of intimation of such intention has been given to  
 the licensee by the Chief Commissioner, the licensee shall wind up his business, interests, liabilities and affairs in or in relation to or in respect  
 of the said reserved area and settle all the claims of Government and third parties before the date on which such cancellation is to take effect  
 and in particular the licensee shall, if required by the Chief Commissioner, deliver the stock of the authorized articles an other things, goods and  
 materials procured by him in the said reserved area to Government on payment of fair and reasonable prices therefore by Government.
  PROVIDED that the provisions of this clause shall, in effect, be in addition to and not in derogation of any of the other provisions  
 herein contained.
  PROVIDED ALSO that in the context of any consequences ensuing from the operation of the provisions of this clause, the licensee  
 shall always be deemed to have indemnified Government against any loss or damage to the interests of the licensee or of any other  
 person or party having any dealings with the license.

16 In the event of cancellation of this LICENSE before the expiry of the period of its validity ending on the term of this LICENSE shall,  
 notwithstanding anything herein contained expire on the date on which such cancellation is to take effect and all references herein to  
 ‘the term of this LICENSE’ shall be construed as reference to the term so expiring on such date.

17 The licensee shall, within seven days from the date of grant of this LICENSE, deposit with the Government a sum of Rs.6000/-  (Rupees  
 six thousand) as security for the due performance of the functions and discharge of obligations on his part under this LICENSE  
 and for strict observance of the terms and conditions of this LICENSE, and the sum so deposited shall, during the continuance  
 of the term of this LICENSE, be retained by Government as security as aforesaid without any liability on its part to pay any  
 interest thereon to the licensee and shall, on expiry of the said term, be refunded to the licensee on presentations by him of a  
 “No Demand” certificate and return in good condition of Government properties issued or entrusted to him ;
  PROVIDED that in the event of any default or failure on the part of the licensee in the performance of such functions or discharge 
 of such obligations or in the observance of such terms and conditions, the sum so deposited or any part thereof shall, in the  
 discretion of the Chief Commissioner, be liable to be forfeited by the Government without prejudice to any other rights, titles or  
 remedies enforceable by Government on account of such default or failure.

18 No default, failure or omission in the observance of any of the terms or conditions of this LICENSE or in the performance or  
 discharge of any of the functions or obligations arising therefrom, shall give rise to any claim against the licensee or be deemed to  
 be a breach of this LICENSE if such default, failure or omission, as the case may be, has occurred as a result of any force majeure  
 such as political or administrative acts of recognized or de facto foreign States, act of God, act of enemies of the Republic of India,  
 strikes, lock-outs, epidemics, frosts, accidents by fire or inundation or at sea, eruptions, earthquakes, landslips, etc.

19 Such matters are not expressly provided in this LICENSE but determination whereby may be necessary in the course of per- 
 formance of the functions or discharge of the obligations, shall be regulated in accordance with the directions or instructions of  
 the Chief Commissioner and the licensee shall have no title, right or power to question such directions or instructions which  
 shall be binding on Government and also on the licensee.

20 Provisions of this LICENSE shall also be subject to such laws as are for the time being in force in the Andaman and Nicobar  
 Islands or as be enacted hereafter by any competent authority.

21 If any dispute, differences or question, shall, at any time hereafter, arise between the licensee and the Government or the persons  
 claiming under them respectively on account of the breach or on observance of any of the covenants, terms, conditions, stipulations  
 or agreements herein contained or otherwise attaching or in any way relating to the construction meaning and effect of this  
 LICENSE or any clause or thing herein rights, titles, powers, duties, obligations or liabilities of the licensee and Government respectively 
 except and excluding, however, disputes, differences or questions, the decision whereof is otherwise expressly provided for in this  
 LICENSE, such dispute difference or question, as the case  may be, shall be referred to the arbitration of an arbitrator nominated  
 by the Chief Commissioner and the decision of such arbitrator shall be final and binding on the parties hereto:
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  PROVIDED that the provisions of the Arbitration Act, 1940 and of every statutory modification or re-enactment thereof and  
 also of the rules made thereunder from time to time, shall apply to such arbitration and this deed shall be deemed to be a  
 submission to arbitration.
  PROVIDED ALSO that upon such reference to arbitration, the licensee shall, as far as reasonably possible, continue to comply  
 with the terms and conditions of this LICENSE during the arbitration, proceedings, and no payment due or payable by or to the  
 Government shall be withheld on account of such proceedings unless such payment is the subject-matter of arbitration.

Annexure above referred to

Serial 
No

Name of the article authorized for  
Procurement, supply, distribution,  
and sale in the reserved area

Margin of profit over the cost 
price permitted in fixing the sell-
ing price in case the article was 
pur- chased by the licensee at 
Port Blair

Margin of profit over the cost 
price permitted in fixing the sell-
ing price in case the article was 
purchased by the licensee at any 
place in India except Port Blair

I II III IV

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Rice, Wheat and wheat products purchased 
from open market.

Rice, Wheat and wheat products purchased 
from Government Stores.

Fresh fruits and vegetables including onions  
and potatoes.

Foodstuffs other than those specified at Serial 
Nos. 1,2 and 3

Cloth and ready-made clothes.

Tobacco, Cigarettes and Matches.

Soap

9 ¾ %

As may be fixed by the Chief 
Commissioner from time to time.

24 ¾ %.

9 ¾ %

9 ¾ %

9 ¾ %

9 ¾ %

25 %

As may be fixed by the Chief 
Commissioner from time to time.

40 %

25 %

25 %

25 %

25 %

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Kerosene oil.

Oilman’s and Grocer’s stores excluding every 
kinds of alcoholic preparations and other 
articles prohibited by the Chief Commissioner 
from time to time.

General merchandise ( subject to such excep-
tions as the Chief Commissioner may, from 
time to Time, make).

Stationery.

Cutlery and Utensils.

Medicinal drugs and chemicals.

Bicycles.

Sewing Machines.

Watches.

Such other articles as may from time to time 
be authorized by the Chief Commissioner.

9 %

9 %

9 %

9 %

9 %

9 %

9 %

9 %

9 %

As may be fixed by the Chief 
Commissioner from time to time.

25 %

25 %

25 %

25 %

25 %

25 %

25 %

25 %

25 %

As may be fixed by the Chief 
Commissioner from time to time.

NOTE: In fixing the selling price of an article purchased by the licensees at Port Blair, such amount on account of freight and  
   incidental expenditures as may, from time to time, be fixed by the Chief Commissioner, shall be permitted in addition to  
   this margin of profit specified in column III.



 Dated at Port Blair
        

Chief Commissioner 
 the ………….day of…………..19………..  Andaman & Nicobar Islands

FORM G

(See Rule 10)

Register of licenses for trade or business granted under sub-section 6 of the 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956

1 * Number of license.

2 Licensee’s name, father’s name, nationality and address.
(Other details in the case of a firm, company, etc.)

3 Details of the reserved area for which the license has been granted.

4 Registered Nos and description of boats and sea worthy boats used, employed or 
engaged by the licensee in carrying on trade or business.

5 Date of grant of license.

6 Period for which the license has been granted.

7 Challan No and date of payment of the prescribed fee for the grant of license.

8 Amount of security deposit, if any

9 Challan No & date od deposit of security, if any

10 Date of refund of security, if any.

11 Date on which license ceased to be valid.

12 Whether license ceased to be valid on account of normal expiry or non payment of  
Government dues or cancellation or otherwise.

13 Remarks

* Each license shall be given a separate number serially.

T.G.N. AYYAR
Chief Commissioner, A & N Islands 

[F, 1–89 (1) / 56-G]
G, P, 53/57 
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Office of the Chief Commissioner

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Dated at Port Blair, 6th May 57

NOTIFICATION

No 64–57: Under Rule 14 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes), Rules 1957, the Chief 
Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, is pleased to direct that all licenses granted under sub section 1 of section 
6 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 before the commencement of 
the said Rules shall, until any correspondence provision is made under the said Rules, continue to be in force and valid 
subject to the terms and conditions of the said licenses.

T.G.N. AYYAR 
Chief Commissioner                                                  

Andaman and Nicobar Islands
[1-89 (1), 56-G] 

 
No. 1–89/ 56: GII Port Blair, the 6th May 1957
Copy forwarded to the Foreman, Government Press, Port Blair, with the request  that the above notification may please be published 
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Gazette forthwith. Advance copy forwarded for information to the Chief Conservator of 
Forests, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and all Heads of local Offices including the Executive Engineer (Development Division).

By order
Sd/ Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commissioner

Office of the Chief Commissioner

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Dated at Port Blair, 6th May 57

NOTIFICATION

No AN/PATR/9(1)/1: In exercise to the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section  9 of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands ( Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes ), Regulation  1956 ( Regulation No.3 of 1956 ), the Chief Commissioner, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands is pleased to authorize any of the following officers to arrest without a warrant, any person 
who has committed, or is suspected of having committed, any offence punishable under the said Regulation, namely:

(i)  All police above the rank of a Constable
(ii)  All members of the Bush Police Force under the administrative control of the Police and Forest Department of the Andaman &  
  Nicobar Islands
(iii) All officers of the Forest Department of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands

T.G.N. AYYAR
Chief Commissioner

Andaman and Nicobar Islands
[1-89 (1)/, 56-G]

No. 1-89/ 56: GIII Port Blair, the 6th May 1957
Copy forwarded to the Foreman, Government Press, Port Blair, with the request that the above notification may please be published 
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Gazette forthwith. Advance copy forwarded for information to the Chief Conservator of 
Forests, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and all Heads of local Offices including the Executive Engineer (Development Division).

By order
Sd/ Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commissioner



Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Chief Commissioner’s Secreteriat

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the 5th December 1960/ 14th Agrahayana 1882

No. 274/60/150-5/60-G: In exercise of the powers conferred by section 10 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
(Protection of Aboriginal Tribes), Regulation 1956 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, is pleased to direct that the following amendments shall be made in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
(Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Rules, 1957.

AMENDMENTS

  For the existing Rule 2 of the said Rules, the following shall be substituted, viz:
2 DEFINITIONS: In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires.
 (a) ‘Deputy Commissioner’ except in sub rule (2) of rule 13 includes an officer authorized by him under Section 7 to grant passes;
 (b) ‘Form’ means a form prescribed in the Schedule appended to these rules;
 (c) ‘General Trade or Business’ means the trade or business covered by the licensee in Form F;
 (d) ‘license’ means a license granted in Form ‘F’ or in Form ‘H’ by the Chief Commissioner under Sub-section 1 of Section 6 to  
  carry on in any reserved area general trade or business, or miscellaneous trade, as the case may be;
 (e) ‘licensee’ means a person, or a body of individuals including a member or members of an aboriginal tribe, to whom a license  
  has been granted;
 (f) ‘person’ does not include a member of an aboriginal tribe;
 (g) ‘Miscellanous Trade’ means the following:
  (1) ks related to P.W.D. and I.A.F contracts;
  (2) Stevedoring;
  (3) Sale of timber;
  (4) Import and Export trade, and;
  (5) Such other trade as may from time to time be specified by the Chief Commissioner.
 (h) ‘prescribed fee’ in respect of any document or act means the fee payable thereon or therefore under rule 11;
 (i) ‘Regulation’ means the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes), Regulation 1956 (Regulation No.3 of 1956);
 (j) ‘Section’ and ‘Sub-section’ respectively mean a section of the Regulation and a sub-section of a section of the Regulation and;
 (k) ‘r’ means a financial year.

(2) For the existing Rule 7 of the said Rules, the following shall be substituted namely:

7 APPLICATION FOR LICENSE: Every application for grant of a license shall be in Form ‘E’ or Form ‘G’ as the case may be.

(3) In rule 9 of the said Rules for the words ‘Shall be in Form “F”’ substitute the words ‘Shall be in Form “F” or Form “H”’.

(4) In the existing rule 10 of the said Rules for the words ‘Form G’ substitute the words ‘Form I’. 

(5) For the existing rule 11 of the said Rules, the following shall be substituted namely:

11 FEES FOR PASSES AND LICENSES: No pass or license shall be granted unless the fee in respect thereof as indicated below has  
 been paid by the Government namely:

Details of pass, etc Rate of fee

1
A pass to be granted for a period not exceeding one 
month

Re. 1/-

2 A pass other than a pass specifiedat item (1) above Rs. 5/-

3 Renewal of pass The same fee as for the original grant of a pass

4 A license for general trade or business Rs. 500/-

5 A license for miscellaneous trade Rs. 500/-
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(6) In sub rule 1 of rule 12 after the words ‘the licensee’ insert the words ‘holding a license’ in Form ‘F’.

(7) In Forms ‘E’ and ‘F’ appended to the said Rules for the words ‘trade or business’ wherever they occur substitute the words ‘general trade or business’

(8) For the existing sub clause (c) of clause 2 of the statement of terms and conditions mentioned in Form ‘F‘ appended to the said Rules substitute  
 the following:

C (i) work as a stevedore for cargo in the said reserved area and the ports of Car Nicobar and Camorta and provide sufficient labour and other  
  efficient facilities for loading, unloading and stacking of such cargo on payment of such rates or charges as may from time to time be fixed  
  by the Chief Commissioner.

 (ii) provide necessary embarkation and disembarkation facilities to all passengers  between the ships in anchorage and shore and vice versa  
  in the said reserved  area and at the ports of Car Nicobar and Camorta on payment on such rates or  or charges as may from time to  
  time be fixed by the Chief Commissioner.

(9)  The existing Form ‘G’ appended to the said Rules shall be deleted. 

(10) The enclosed Forms shall be appended to the said Rules as Forms ‘G’, ‘H’ & ‘I’.

By Order,
BB Srivastava

Asst Secretary to the Chief Commissioner

Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Port Blair, the 1st December 1959

NOTIFICATION

No. AN PATR/3 (1) 1: In exercise of the powers conferred by sub section (1) of Section 3 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
(Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes), Regulation 56 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, is pleased to direct that the following amendment shall be carried out to his Notification No. AN PATR/3 (1) 1 dated 
the 2nd April 1957publshed in the Andaman and Nicobar Extraordinary Gazette No 3 of 2/4/57, namely:
 Para (b) of the said notification shall be substituted by the following:

‘!e area in Middle Andaman to the west of an imaginary line emerging from South Andaman and proceeding towards Yeratiljig 
to Bush Police Post No. 4 (Maps reference 772425) and thence due west to the coast below point June (Map reference 625029) 
along the Bush Police line subject to an adjustment that the line may coincide with the alignment to be aligned by the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands Forest Department in Porlob and Boroin Yol areas between the Yeratil/Charalungta Bush Police posts pro-
vided that sufficient land is left to the West of such alignment on the eastern side of the Range to provide enough hunting ground 
to Jarawas while they are on the move and bearing in mind the suitability of such alignment, from the point of view of water 
and terrain, as a patrol path.’

MV RAJWADE
Chief Commissioner, Andaman & Nicobar Islands

[F. 150/59-G]

No. 150/59-G: Port Blair, the 1st December 1959

Copy forwarded to the Foreman, Govt. Press, Port Blair, for publication of the notification in the forthcoming issue of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Gazette, 15 space copies of the printed notification may be supplied to the General Section, Chief 
Commissioner’s office for official use. Advance copy forwarded to:

 1 The Supdt. Of Police. Port Blair, with reference to his Memo No. 16698/38/19/59 dated the 4 November, ’59.

 2 The Chief Conservator Of Forests, Port Blair for information and necessary action.

 3 The Deputy Commissioner., Port Blair for information.

Sd/-
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner



FORM G

(See Rule 7)

Application for the grant of a license for miscellaneous trade under  
sub-section 1 of Section 6 of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

(Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956

To
 !e Chief Commissioner,
 Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Port Blair

 I, _____________________________________________ (name of the applicant), hereby apply for a license un-
der sub-section (1) of section 6 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes ) Regulation 1956 and the 
rules made there under authorising me to carry on miscellaneous trade in the following reserved area in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands for the period commencing from _____________________ and ending on __________________ namely:

(DETAILS OF THE RESERVED AREA)

2 !e required particulars are as follows:
 

 (a) Applicant’s father’s or husband’s name     ________________________
 (b) Applicant’s nationality         ________________________
 (c) Applicant’s address          ________________________
 (d) Whether the license isdesired in applicant’s individual  
  name or in the name of any firm, company, etc  ________________________
 (e) If the license be desired in the name of any firm, company, etc the name and style in which  
  the firm, company, etc, carries on business and the details of its constitution including the names,  
  etc, of its partners if it be a partnership firm  ________________________
 (f) Details of resources which are to be employed  
  in connection with the miscellaneous trade   ________________________
 (g) Details of water-crafts and transport vehicles, if any proposed to be employed  
  in connection with the miscellaneous trade   ________________________
 (h) Name of the station at which a sea-worthy boat shall be kept for the purpose of  
  carriage or transport the Government cargo and officials under the terms  
  and conditions of the license if granted    ________________________
 (i) Does the applicant or the firm, company, etc, in whose name the license is desired, hold any such license  
  in relation to any other such reserved area?  ________________________
 (j) Has the applicant or the firm, company, etc, in whose name the license is desired been refused such a license  
  previously, and, if so, the date of such refusal?  ________________________
 (k) Has the applicant or the firm, company, etc in whose name the license is desired, ever been convicted of an offence under  
  the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 or any other law, and, if so the details  
  of the offence and the punishment awarded?  ________________________
 (l) Any other particulars         ________________________

3 I, [and also the firm, company, etc, in whose name the license is desired’] agree to abide by the provisions of the  
 Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection Of Aboriginal Tribes), Regulation 1956 and the rules made thereunder and  
 also by the terms and conditions of the license, if granted.

 Dated at ……………… Signature of applicant and/or the authorized person  
on behalf of the firm, company, etc, together with authorised seal

 the …………. day of …………..19………..

 [  ] Strike out if not applicable
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FORM H

(See Rule 9)

License for miscellaneous trade granted under sub-section 1 of Section 6 of the 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956

Non transferable

License No. ________________

!is LICENSE is thereby granted under sub-section 1 of Section 6 of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal 
Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the said Regulation’) to Shri/Messrs. ___________________________ 
Son of _______________________ resident of ______________________ (hereinafter referred to as ‘the licensee’) autho-
rising him/them to carry on trade or business in the reserved area hereinafter fully described for the period commencing from 
___________________ and ending on _________________ (hereinafter referred to as ‘the term of this LICENSE’) subject to 
the provisions of the said Regulation and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes ) Rules, 1957 (here-
inafter referred to as ‘the said Rules’) and also subject to the terms and conditions set forth in the following statement namely:

STATEMENT OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1 The licensee shall be authorized to carry on miscellaneous trade in the following reserved area in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands  
 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the said reserved area’) namely: _________________________________________________

2 During the term of this LICENSE, the licensee shall:
 (a) handle things and properties belonging to Government in such manner and on such terms, conditions and stipulations as may be  
  mutually agreed between the licensee and the Chief Commissioner of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (hereinafter called  
  ‘the Chief Commissioner’);
 (b) (i) work as a stevedore for cargo in the side reserved area and the ports of Car Nicobar and Camorta and provide sufficient  
   labor and other efficient facilities for loading, unloading and stacking of such cargo on payment of such rates or charges as  
   may from time to time be fixed by the Chief Commissioner;
 (c) keep maintain and station at own cost and risk a sea-worthy boat at___________ and to make her available at the purpose of:
  (i) carriage or transport of Government cargo by sea to ____________________ on payment of such rate or rates of  
   freight as may from time to time be fixed by the Chief Commissioner, and
  (ii) enabling Government to visit ____________________ on payment of such rate or rates of passage as may from time  
   to time be fixed by the Chief Commissioner.
 (d) perform such other functions and discharge such other obligations as may hereunder devolve on the licensee ; and
 (e) perform such other reasonable function or functions as may, with the consent of the licensee, be entrusted to him by the  
  Chief Commissioner.

3 During the term of this LICENSE, the licensee shall perform the functions and discharge the obligations on his part most efficiently, faithfully  
 and promptly to the best advantages of Government and with the same degree of economy, prudence, deligence, skill and judgement as  
 the licensee would exercise if the license were entitled to the benefits arising or likely to arise out of the performance of such functions or dis- 
 charge of such obligations, and generally in accordance with the instructions and to the satisfaction of the Chief Commissioner which might invol- 
 ve the carrying out, without any extra payment, of such subsidiary instructions as the Chief Commissioner may from time to time issue.

4 In no event and under no circumstance, the licensee shall assign, transfer, sublet or underlet any of his interests, benefits, titles, rights,  
 covenants, obligations or any other form or interests or liability whatsoever arising from or incidental to this LICENSE or any part  
 thereof and in particular the licensee shall not appoint any person, firm, society, association or company as a sub-licensee or sub-agent  
 or any other capacity purporting to act on behalf of or in the name of, Government or of the licensee, and all transactions without any  
 recourse in any event to Government or to the Chief Commissioner.

5 For the proper and efficient performance and discharge of the functions and obligations on his part under the LICENSE, the licensee  
 shall, at his own risk and expense provide everything that is necessary including proper establishment and in particular the licensee shall,  
 at his own expense and risk:



 (a) appoint general supervisory and other staff to storage, godown and transport;
 (b) appoint clerical staff competent enough to carry out business correspondence and to keep proper record and account of all  
  transactions carried out by the licensee; and
 (c) employ labour for the purpose of loading, unloading, stacking and generally for all purposes connected with the functions and  
  obligations on the part of the licensee under this LICENSE :
   PROVIDED that the establishment and labor appointed under the clause shall be adequate to carry out the appropriate  
  duties required of them and that in making such appointments the licensee may, without prejudice to the terms and condi- 
  tions of this LICENSE, employ the aboriginal tribes of the said reserved area to such extent as may be feasible.
  PROVIDED ALSO that no person who does not hold a valid pass granted under Section 7 of the said Regulation, or to whose  
  appointment the Chief Commissioner may take exception shall be employed by the licensee in his establishment or labour, and  
  if any such exception is taken by the Chief Commissioner in the case of a person already employed under the licensee, such  
  person shall be removed from such employment forthwith.
   PROVIDED FURTHER that all persons appointed in the establishment of labour of the licensee shall, for all purposes and in  
  all respects, be the servants of the licensee who shall accept full responsibility as their employer and pay fair wages having  
  regard to the rates of wages prevailing in the said reserved area and that the licensee hereby indemnifies Government and  
  the Chief Commissioner against all claims of any kind whatsoever in respect of the persons appointed as aforesaid or other- 
  wise arising out of the working of this LICENSE.

6 Such buildings, accommodation, electric fittings including lights, fans, etc office  furniture and equipments, fire and other appliances,  
 boats, launches and other things and materials necessary for the efficient performance and discharge of the functions and obligations 
 on the part of the licensee under this LICENSE, shall be arranged and procured by the licensee himself at his own cost and risk.

7 (1) The licensee shall maintain or cause to be maintained the correct and true  accounts of all transactions and dealings in relation  
  to his business under the terms and conditions of this LICENSE and the accounts so maintained or caused to be maintained  
  shall, among other things, clearly show the details of all moneys received and paid, and all transactions carried out by the  
  licensee with the inhabitants of the said reserved area and with Government and all other matters which may be necessary to  
  manifest the state of business affairs of the licensee under this LICENSE or which may be specified by the Chief Commissioner.

 (2) All books of accounts maintained or caused to be maintained by the licensee under sub-clause (1) shall be kept in the licensee’s  
  office of ____________________ and shall, on demand, be made available at all reasonable times, to the Chief Commissioner 
  or to such officer of Government as may be authorized by the Chief Commissioner in this behalf for the purpose of inspection,  
  examination, copying, audit or any other reasonable purpose.

 (3) The licensee shall duly account for the Government properties in his possession and shall submit such periodical and other  
  reports as to the state of such properties and other matters connected with this LICENSE as may from time to time be  
  required by the Chief Commissioner.

8 Where any articles, things, goods, materials, or any other property belonging to Government is held or handed by the licensee  
 on behalf of Government, the licensee shall be responsible and liable for any loss or damage to such articles, things, goods,  
 materials or property and shall always be deemed to have indemnified Government against such loss or damage.

9 (1) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, this LICENSE shall at the option of the Chief Commissioner be liable to  
  cancellation forthwith in each and every of the following events, that is to say:
  (a) If the licensee commits any breach of any of the provisions of the said Regulation or of the said Rules or of any of the  
   terms or conditions of this LICENSE or of of any of the provisions herein contained.
  (b) If the licensee fails to perform any of the functions or discharge any of the  obligations on his part under this LICENSE.
  (c) If the licensee becomes insolvent.
  (d) If the licensee ceases to exist as a trading concern in its existing formation on account of dissolution or liquidation or  
   otherwise on account of an order passed by any competent Government authority or any competent Court.

 (2) Where this LICENSE is cancelled under sub-clause (1), the Chief Commissioner shall, without prejudice to his other rights  
  and powers herein contained, be entitled and have full power to take over, at his discretion, any of the property of the  
  licensee and to dispose them of at the risk and expense of the licensee and realize Government claims from the proceeds  
  and also from the moneys due to the licensee on account of any transactions with Government under this LICENSE or any  
  other agreement or understanding with Government.

10 Without prejudice to the provisions of clause 9, the Chief Commissioner may, at any time without advancing any reasons, cancel  
 this license by delivering a notice of such cancellation in writing to the licensee at least two months in advance of the date on  
 which such cancellation is intended by the Chief Commissioner to take effect:
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  PROVIDED that the licensee shall also be entitled and have full power to surrender this LICENSE at any time during its continuance  
 by delivering a notice of such surrender in writing to the Chief Commissioner at least two months in advance of the date on  
 which such surrender is intended by the licensee to take effect.

11 Any bribe, commission, gift or advantage given, promised or offered by or on behalf of the licensee to any officer, servant or  
 representative of Government in relation to the grant of this LICENSE shall, in addition to any criminal liability incurred by the  
 licensee render this LICENSE liable to cancellation in the discretion of the Chief Commissioner and any loss or damage resulting  
 to Government on account of such cancellation shall be compensated by the licensee.

12 Where the LICENSE is intended to be cancelled by the Chief Commissioner and a notice or intimation of such intention has  
 been given to the licensee by the Chief Commissioner, the licensee shall wind up his business, interest, liabilities and affairs in or  
 in relation to or in respect of the said reserved area and settle all the claims of Government and third parties before the date on 
 which such cancellation is to take effect and in particular the licensee shall, if required by the Chief Commissioner deliver the  
 stock of goods and materials procured by him in the said reserved area to Government on payment of fair and reasonable prices  
 therefore by Government.
  PROVIDED that provisions of this clause shall, in effect be in addition to and not in derogation of any of the other provisions  
 herein contained.
  PROVIDED ALSO that in the context of any consequences ensuing from the operation of the provisions of this clause, the  
 licensee shall always be deemed to have indemnified Government against any loss or damage to the interests of the licensee or  
 of any other person or party having any dealings with the licensee.

13 In the event of cancellation of this LICENSE before the expiry of the period of its validity ending on the term of this LICENSE  
 shall, notwithstanding anything herein contained expire on the date on which such cancellation is to take effect and all references  
 herein to ‘the term of this LICENSE’ shall be construed as references to the term so expiring on such date.

14 The licensee shall, within seven days from the date of grant of this LICENSE, deposit with Government a sum of Rs.6000/- (rupees  
 six thousand) as security for the due performance for the functions and discharge of obligations on his part under this LICENSE  
 and for strict observance of such terms and conditions of this LICENSE, and the sum so deposited shall, during the continuance of  
 the term of this LICENSE, be retained by Government as security as aforesaid without any liability on its part to pay any interest  
 thereon to the licensee and shall, on expiry of the said term, be refunded to the licensee on presentation by him of a ‘No Demand’  
 certificate and return in good condition of Government properties issued or entrusted to him;
  PROVIDED that in the event of any default or failure on the part of the licensee in the performance of such functions or dis 
 charge of such obligations or in the observance of such terms and conditions, the sum so deposited or any part thereof shall,  
 in the discretion of the Chief Commissioner be liable to be forfeited to Government without prejudice to any other rights, titles  
 or remedies enforceable by Government on account of such default or failure.

15 No default, failure or omission on the observance of any of the terms or conditions of this LICENSE or in the performance or dis- 
 charge of any of the functions or obligations arising therefrom, shall give rise to, any claim against the licensee or be deemed to be a  
 breach of this LICENSE if such default, failure or omission, as the case may be, has occurred as a result of any force majeure such as  
 political or administrative acts of recognized or de facto foreign states, act of God, act of enemies of the Republic Of India, strikes,  
 lock-outs, epidemics, frosts, accidents by fire or inundation or at sea, eruptions, earth quakes, landslips, etc.

16 Such matters are not as expressly provided in this LICENSE but determination whereof may be necessary in the course of  
 performance of the functions or discharge of the obligations, shall be regulated in accordance with the directions or instructions  
 of the Chief Commissioner and the licensee shall have no title right or power to question such direct ions or instructions which  
 shall be binding on Government and also on the licensee.

17 Provisions of this LICENSE shall also be subject to such laws as are for the time being in force in the Andaman and Nicobar  
 Islands or as may be enacted hereafter by any competent authority.

18 If any dispute, difference or question shall, at any time hereafter arise between the licensee and Government or the persons  
 claiming under them respectively on account of the breach of non-observance of any of the covenants, terms, conditions stipulations 
 or agreements herein contained or otherwise attaching or in any way relating to the construction meaning and effect of this  
 LICENSE or any clause or thing herein contained or as to any act done or omitted to be done under this LICENSE, or the rights,  
 titles, powers, duties, obligations or liabilities of the licensee and Government respectively except and excluding, however,  
 disputes, difference or questions, the decision whereof is otherwise expressly provided in this LICENSE, such dispute, difference  
 or question as the case may be, shall be referred to the arbitration of an arbitrator nominated by the Chief Commissioner and  
 the decision of such arbitrator shall be final and binding on the parties hereto:



  PROVIDED that the provisions of the Arbitration Act, 1940 and of every statutory modification of re-enactment thereof and  
 also of the rules made thereunder from time to time shall apply to such arbitration and this deed shall be deemed to be a  
 submission to arbitration.
  PROVIDED ALSO that upon such reference to arbitration, the licensee shall, as far as reasonably possible, continue to comply  
 with the terms and conditions of this LICENSE during the arbitration proceedings, and no payment due or payable by or to  
 Government shall be with-held on account of such proceedings unless such payment is the subject matter of arbitration.

 Dated at Port Blair
        

Chief Commissioner 
 the ………….day of ………….. 19 ………..  Andaman & Nicobar Islands

FORM I

(See Rule 10)

Register of licenses for trade or business granted under sub-section 6 of the 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956

1 * Number of license.

2 Licensee’s name, father’s name, nationality and address.
(Other details in the case of a firm, company, etc.)

3 Details of the reserved area.

4 Nature of the trade or business for which license has been granted

5 Registered Nos and description of boats and sea worthy boats used, employed or 
engaged by the licensee in carrying on trade or business.

6 Date of grant of license.

7 Period for which the license has been granted.

8 Challan No and date of payment of the prescribed fee for the grant of license.

9 Amount of security deposit, if any

10 Challan No & date of deposit of security, if any

11 Date of refund of security, if any.

12 Date on which license ceased to be valid.

13 Whether license ceased to be valid on account of normal expiry or non payment 
of Government dues or cancellation or otherwise.

14 Remarks

* Each license shall be given a separate number serially.
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No. 107-7/F.No. 40.243/78-TW: In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes), Regulation 1956 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956) and in partial modifica-
tion of the Administration’s Notification No. ANPATR/3 (r)/1 dated 2-4-1957, published in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Gazette Extraordinary No. 3 of the same date as subsequently amended, the Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar 
islands hereby declare the following areas in South and Middle Andamans as reserved areas for the purpose of the said 
Regulation, namely:

South Andaman

!e part of South Andaman Islands situated in the west of the imaginary boundary line including coastal water upto 3km 
starting from the mouth of Constance Bay proceeds north upto north west corner of village Tirur and thence proceeds 
towards east-north and joins Andaman Trunk Road at a point 2km south of Miletilak from where the boundary proceeds 
towards north upto Middle strait point along the western side of Andaman Trunk Road having a 200 metre belt excluding 
village areas of Miletilak and all allotted land of Jirkatang area. From middle Strait point the boundary proceeds towards 
north via Needhan reach, enclosing Bluff and Spike Islands, to Yeratil Jig.

Middle Andaman

!e part of the Middle Andaman Islands situated in the western side of the imaginary boundary line including coastal 
water upto 3km starting from Yeratil Jig and proceeds towards north-east excluding village areas of Kadamtala and touches 
Andaman Trunk Road at a point 12km north of Uttara Jetty and passes alongside the road leaving 200 metre belt upto 
24km point of the Andaman Trunk Road from Uttara Jetty and thence due north through jungle upto a distance of 6km 
and then towards north-east from a distance of 7km and further proceeds due north for 11km and then joins Wolaga 
Boilu Creek. !ereafter the boundary line proceeds north-west through the boundary Wolaga Boilu Creek upto the point 
1/3km from the northern tip of the village Hanspuri and skirt around South West and southern side keeping the same half 
a km distance from village Hanspuri extending and culminating ultimately at Bush Police Camp No. 32 facing the luice 
Inlet including entire Wolaga Boilu, Melagar Boilu and Mar Boilu Creeks.

By order
(Siri Kishen), 

Assistant Secretary (General)

!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 73, PORT BLAIR, THURSDAY 19 JULY 1979 / ASADA 28, 1901

Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Chief Commissioner’s Secreteriat

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the 19th July 1979 / Asada 28, 1901



No. AN/PATR/7/1: In exercise of the powers conferred by section 7 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of 
Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation 1956 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
is pleased to prohibit every person other than a member of an aboriginal tribe from entering a reserve area in the Andaman 
and Nicobar islands except on the authority, and subject to the observance of the conditions and restrictions, of a pass 
granted by the Deputy Commissioner of the said islands or by such other officer as the said Deputy Commissioner may 
authorise in writing in this behalf.

T.G.N.AYYAR
Chief Commissioner, A & N Islands

(F.No. 1-89 (1)/56-G)
(G.P. 52/57)

No. 5/5(a)/11-59

Office of the Deputy Commissioner

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Port Blair, the 29th December, 1971

ORDER

In exercise of the powers conferred on his under section 7 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal 
Tribes) Regulation, 1956, the Deputy Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands is pleased to authorise the Assistant 
Commissioner, Campbell Bay and the Assistant Commissioner, Nicobars to grant tribal passes under rule 5 of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Rules, 1957.

Sd/
(R. KAUUJA)

Deputy Commissioner
Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Copy to:

 1 The Chief Secretary, A & N Administration. 
 2 The Addl. Deputy Commissioner, Car Nicobar 
 3 The Assistant Commissioner, Campbell Bay. 
 4 The Assistant Commissioner, Nancowry. 
 5 The Supdt. of Police, Port Blair. 
 6 The Harbour Master, Port Blair. 

Sd/
Deputy Commissioner
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PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 6, PORT BLAIR, MONDAY 22 APRIL 1957

Office of the Chief Commissioner

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the 21st April 1957
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No. 10/60: In partial modification of his Notification No. AN/PATR/7/1 dated the 21st April 1957 and in exercise 
of the powers conferred by section 7 of Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 
1956 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands is pleased to order that all 
Government servants while proceeding on duty to a reserved area and the families of such government servants shall be 
exempted from taking out a pass or passes for entering a reserved area in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

‘Family’ means Govt. servant’s wife, children, step children, parents and sisters and minor brothers if residing with and 
wholly dependable on him.

No. 108/77/F. No. 15-222/76-J. I: In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (Regulation 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, hereby makes the following amendments to the Notification No. ANPATR/3(1)/1 dated 
the 2nd April, 1957 and published in A & N Gazette Extraordinary No. 3 dated the 2nd April, 1957 as amended by 
the Notification No. 62/72/F. No. 81-9/71-71-J. (I) dated the 20th April, 1972 published in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Gazatte, Extraordinary No. 51 dated the 20th April, 1972, namely:

AMENDMENT

In the said notification, under Amendment No. I, the following entries shall be substituted for the existing entries against 
‘latitude’: ‘Between latitude 10° 34 minutes North and 10° 45 minutes 30 seconds North.’

By order
K. K. Warrier

Assistant Secretary (Gen.)

!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 107, PORT BLAIR, FRIDAY 27 MAY 1977 / JYAISTHA 6, 1899

Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Chief Commissioner’s Secreteriat

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the 27th May, 1977 / Jyaistha 6, 1899

!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 1, PORT BLAIR, FRIDAY 5 FEB. 1960 / MAGHA 16, 1881

Office of the Chief Commissioner

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the 18th January 1960 / 28th Pausa 1881



No. 61/69/F. No. 50-8/68-J (I): In exercise of the powers conferred by section 10 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
(Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956), I, H.S.Butalia, Chief Commissioner, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, hereby makes the following amendment to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection 
of Aboriginal Tribes) Rules, 1957.

AMENDMENT

In the said rules, for the existing Rule 11, the following shall be substituted.

11 Fees for passes and licences

 No pas or licence shall be granted unless the fee in respect thereof as indicated below has been paid to Government, namely:

             Details of pass, etc                                                                                          Rate of fee

(i) A Pass to be granted to a settler selected for settlement in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands under the Accelerated Development Programme of the 
Ministry of Labour, Employment and Rehabilitation (Dept. of Rehabilitation)

Nil

(ii) Subject to item (i) above, a pass to be granted for a period  
not exceeding one month.

Re. 1/-

(iii) A pass other than a pass specified at item (i) or (ii) above. Rs. 5/-

(iv) Renewal of a pass The same fee as for the original grant 
of pass.

(v) A licence for general trade or business Rs. 500/-

(vi) A licence for miscellaneous trade Rs. 500/-

HS Butalia
Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar islands

By order and in the name of Chief Commissioner
BC Achari

Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commissioner
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!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 50, PORT BLAIR, SATURDAY 31 MAY 1969 / JYAISTHA 10, 1891

Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Chief Commissioner’s Secreteriat

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the 31st May, 1969 / Jyaistha 10, 1891
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Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Chief Commissioner’s Secreteriat

NOTIFICATIONS

PORT BLAIR, THE 16TH JANUARY, 1969 / PAUSA 26, 1890

No. 6/69/50-8/68-J. I: In partial modification of Notification No. AN/PATR/7/1 dated 21st April, 1957 and in exercise 
of the powers conferred by section 7 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 
1956 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956), I, H.S.Butalia, Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, hereby order that 
the employees of the Indian Rubber Board while proceeding on duty to a reserved area shall be exempted from taking out 
a pass or passes for entering a reserved area in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands subject to the condition that each such 
employee is provided with an Identity Card by the Rubber Board or its duly authorised officer.

HS Butalia
Chief Commissioner,

Andaman & Nicobar islands

By order and in the name of Chief Commissioner
BC Achari

Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commissioner
(F. No. 50-8/68-J. I)

!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette, February 5, 1969

PORT BLAIR, THE 24TH JANUARY 1969 / MAGHA 4, 1890

No. 8/69/No. 139/SW/68-Jud. II: Under Rules 4 and 6 of the Rules of the State Social Welfare Advisory Board, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and in consultation with the Central Welfare Board, the Chief Commissioner, Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands has been please to appoint Smt. Harinder Butalia, as Chairman of the Andaman and Nicobar Social 
Welfare Advisory Board with immediate effect.

By order
BC Achari

Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commissioner

 

PORT BLAIR, THE 27TH JANUARY 1969 / MAGHA 7, 1890

No. 9/69/F. 83-56/66-Adm. (EPH): Under Section 10(2) of the Indian Nursing Council Act 1947 read with Government 
of India, Ministry of Home Affair’s Notification No. F. 2/6/68- UTL dated the 27th March, 1968, the Chief Commissioner, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, has been pleased to recognize the Certificates issued by the Board of Examiners in Auxiliary 
Nursing Midwifery Course constituted in the Administration’s Notification No. 38/67/F. No. 83-56/66-Adm. dated the 
21st April, 1967 with effect from 16-12-1963 i.e. the date of commencement of the first batch of training.

By order
BBL Bharadwaj

Secretary (F) to the Chief Commissioner



No. 95/72/81-15/72-J (I): In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
(Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (Regulation 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, hereby makes the following amendment to Notification No. ANPATR/3(1) I dated the 2nd April, 1957 and published 
in Andaman and Nicobar Gazette, Extraordinary No. 3 dated the 2nd April, 1957, as subsequently amended namely.

AMENDMENT

In the said notification as subsequently amended, in clause (c), the following shall be added as item No. (viii), namely:
 ‘(viii) Strait Island.’

Har Mander Singh
Chief Commissioner

Andaman and Nicobar Islands
By order and in the name of the Chief Commissioner

PG Balaraman Nair
Assistant Secretary (CC) 

Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Chief Commissioner’s Secreteriat

ORDER NO. 2648

Port Blair, the 10th September, 1971 / Bhadra 19, 1893

In pursuance of the provision contained in sub-rule (2) of rule 12 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of 
Aboriginal Tribes) Rules, 1957, I, H.S. Butalia, Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands hereby fix that the 
minimum rate at which Dhup Resin may be purchased by a licensee from the Aboriginal Tribes of any reserved area shall 
be Rs. 125/- (Rupees one hundred twenty-five only) per quintal and that the total quantity of Dhup Resin so purchased 
by a licensee shall not exceed 100 tonnes per annum.

HS Butalia
Chief Commissioner

Andaman and Nicobar Islands
By order and in the name of the Chief Commissioner

PG Balaraman Nair
Asst. Secretary (Confidential Cell)

No. 81-7/71-J. I.
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!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 77, PORT BLAIR, WEDNESDAY 28 JUNE 1972 / ASADHA 7, 1894

Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Chief Commissioner’s Secreteriat

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the June 28, 1972 / Asadha 7, 1894
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No.65/73/F. No.81-14/72-J.I.: In Exercise of the powers conferred by subsection (l) of section 3 of the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (Regulation 3 of 1956), the Chief Commissioner, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, hereby makes the following amendment to the Administration’s notification No.AN/
PATR/3(I) 1 dated the 2nd April, 1957, published in Andaman and Nicobar Gazette, Extraordinary No.3 of the same 
date as subsequently amended namely:

AMENDMENTS

In the said notification as subsequently amended, in clause (c), item (i) ‘Rutland’ shall be omitted.

Har Mander Singh
Chief Commissioner

Andaman and Nicobar Islands

By order and in the name of the Chief Commissioner
KK Warriar,

Assistant Secretary (Genl.)

!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 62, PORT BLAIR, THURSDAY 24 MAY 1973 / JYAISTHA,3, 1895

Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Chief Commissioner’s Secreteriat

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the 24th May, 1973 / Jaistha 3, 1895



No.62/72/F. No.81-9/71-J.I.: In exercise of the powers conferred by subsection (1) of section 3 of the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (Regulation 3 of 1956), I, Har Mander Singh, 
Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, hereby make the following amendments to the Notification No. 
ANPATR/3 (1) / 1. dated the 2nd April, 1957 and published in Andaman and Nicobar Gazette, Extraordinary No.3 
dated the 2nd April, 1957, as subsequently amended, namely.

AMENDMENTS

In the said notification as subsequently amended:

Amendment No.1
In clause (c), item (vii), for the words ‘up to and including Little Andaman’ the following shall be substituted, namely:
‘Up to and including Little Andaman except the area on the eastern coast of Little Andaman Island located within the 
following co-ordinates: 
 Longitude – between the longitude 92° 28 minutes East and 92° 35 minutes East; 
 Latitude – between latitude 10° 34 minutes North and 10° 44 minutes North.’

Amendment No.2
In clause (d), in the opening paragraph, the following shall be added at the end namely:
‘and the area located between the co-ordinates mentioned below in the eastern coast of Great Nicobar Island.
LONGITUDE – the area between longitude 93° 50 minutes East and 93° 57 minutes East.
LATITUDE – the area between latitude 6° 53 minutes and North 7° 2 minutes North.’

Har Mander Singh
Chief Commissioner

Andaman and Nicobar Islands

By order and in the name of the Chief Commissioner
PG Balaraman Nair

Asst. Secretary (Confidential Cell)
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!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 51, PORT BLAIR, THURSDAY 20 APRIL 1972 / CHAITRA 31, 1894

Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Chief Commissioner’s Secreteriat

NOTIFICATION

Port Blair, the 20th April, 1972 / Chaitra 31, 1894
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Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Secreteriat

Port Blair, dated the 13th Oct / 2nd Nov 1989

NOTIFICATION

No. /No.1-467/86-TW: In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub Section (1) of Section3 of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands (Protection of Aboriginal tribes) Regulation, 1956 (No.3 of 1956) the Lieutenant Governor (Administrator) 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands hereby makes the following amendment to the Administration’s Notification No.ANPATR/3 
(1) /1 dated 2nd April, 1957 as published in Andaman and Nicobar Gazette, Extraordinary No.3 dated 2nd April, 1957 
and as subsequently amended, namely:

AMENDMENT

In the said Notification at the end of clause (a) the following shall be inserted: ‘and New Survey No.2265/5 area measuring 
1000 sq. meters situated at Aberdeen Village, Port Blair, Andaman District.’

By Order
Sd/-

(AC Kher)
Secretary (Tribal Welfare)

Copy to:

 1 The Manager, Govt. Press, Port Blair, with request that the Notification may be published in the Extra Ordinary Gazette of A & N 
  Islands & 20 copies may be supplied to the Directorate of tribal Welfare in the Secretariat.
 2 The Deputy Commissioner, Andamans District, Port Blair.
 3 The Deputy Commissioner, Nicobars District, Car Nicobar.
 4 The Inspector General of Police, A & N Islands, Port Blair.
 5 The Asst. Secretary (Law) A & N Administration, Port Blair.
 6 The Publicity Officer, A & N Administration, Port Blair with the request that a suitable news items may be published in the  
  Daily Telegram.
 7 The Hindi Cell , Secretariat, with the request that the notification may be translated into Hindi and the same be sent to the  
  Directorate of Tribal Welfare.
 8 The Legal Section, Secretariat, Port Blair.



Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Secreteriat

Port Blair, dated the 9th November, 1990

NOTIFICATION

No.181/90/F.No.1-467/86-TW: In exercise of the powers conferred by Section7 of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
(Protection of Aboriginal tribes) Regulation, 1956 (No.3 of 1956) and in partial modification of this Administration 
Notification No. AN/PATR/7/1 dated 21st April, 1957, the Lieutenant Governor (Administrator) Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands has been pleased to order that all the Defence personnel while proceeding to a reserved area in the discharge of 
their specific duty in organised body shall be exempted from taking out a pass for entering in such area in the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. !e Administration will be intimated about such movement so as to inform elements of Bush Police 
and forest employees working in the area.

!is supersedes the Administration Notification No. 62/69/F.NO. 50-8/68-J(1) dated 3rd June, 1969 as published in the 
Andaman and Nicobar Gazette Extra-ordinary No. 51 dated 3rd June, 1969.

(Lt. Gen. Ranjit Singh Dyal)
Lieutenant Governor

Andaman and Nicobar Islands
By order and in the name of the Lieutenant Governor

Sd/- 
Secretary (Tribal Welfare)

No. 1-467/86-TW:

Dated the 1st November, 1990

Copy forwarded to the Manager, Govt. Press, Port Blair, with request that the above Notification may please be published 
in the Extra Ordinary Gazette forth-with and 40 copies of the notification supplied to the Directorate of Tribal Welfare in 
the Secretariat. Copy forwarded to the Hindi Officer, A & N Islands with the request that Hindi version of the notifica-
tion may be provided to the Manager, Govt. Press, Port Blair for publication of the notification in the official Gazette.

Copy also forwarded to the following for information:

 1 The Chief of Staff, Fortress Commander, A & N islands.
 2 The Deputy Commissioner, Andamans District, Port Blair.
 3 The Deputy Commissioner, Nicobars District, Car Nicobar.
 4 The Inspector General of Police, A & N Islands, Port Blair.

Sd/
Secretary (Tribal Welfare)

 Annex 1          123



124          The Jarawa Tribal Reserve Dossier

No. 104/ F. No 1-582/91-TW: In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes), Regulation, 1956 (No 3 of 1956), the Lieutenant Governor(Administrator), 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands hereby makes the following amendments to this Administration Notification No ANP-
TR/3 (1) dated the 2nd April 1957, published in the Andaman and Nicobar Gazette, Extraordinary No. 3 dated the 2nd 
April 1957 as subsequently amended from time to time with immediate effect, namely:

AMENDMENTS

In the said Notification after Item No (VIII) in clause (c) the following entries shall be Inserted as Item No (IX):

 (ix)(a) For Onges of Dugong Creek, Little Andaman Island:
    The coastal sea extending upto 5kms from the high water mark within the Imaginary line commencing on the Eastern  
   Coast of Little Andaman Island at the North Latitude of 10° 45 minutes 30 seconds extending towards North and  
   further North West up to 92° 25 minutes East longitude.

  (b) For Onges of South Bay and Nicobarese of Harminder Bay Little Andaman Island:
    The coastal sea extending upto 5kms from the high water mark within the Imaginary line which commences on the  
   Eastern Coast of Little Andaman Island at the  North Latitude of 10° 34 minutes extending towards South and further  
   to South–West up to 0° 35 minutes North Latitude on the Western Coast of West Bay of Little Andaman Island

  (c)  For Andamanese of Strait Island:
    The coastal sea extending upto 5kms from the high water mark around the Strait Island.

  (d) For Sentinelese of North Sentinal Island:
    The coastal sea extending upto 5kms from the high water mark around the North Sentinel Island.

(Lt. Gen. Ranjit Singh Dyal)
Lieutenant Governor 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

By Order and in the name of the Lieutenant Governor 
Sd/-

Secretary (Tribal Welfare)
(F. No. 1- 582/ 91 – TW)

 Rupees One Hundred and twenty five Paise only
 MCPPB – 108 Gazette/91–185 

!e Andaman and Nicobar Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NO. 108, PORT BLAIR, SEPT. 10 1991

Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Secreteriat

Port Blair, dated 10th Sept, 1991



Andaman & Nicobar Administration

Secreteriat

Port Blair, dated the 15th September 2004

NOTIFICATION

No.159/2004/F.No./1-752/2002-TW (PF): On the recommendation of Andaman Adim Janjati Vikas Samiti to increase 
the resource base of Jarawas and in exercise of the powers conferred by the sub section (1) of Section 3 of the Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956 (Regulation No. 3 of 1956) and in supersession of 
the Administration’s notification No. 1077/F. No. 40-243/78-TW dated 19th July, 1979 and notification No. 1-324/82-
TW dated 09/04/1984, the Lt. Governor, Andaman & Nicobar Islands hereby declares the following areas in South and 
Middle Andaman as reserved areas for the purpose of the said Regulation, namely: - 

South Andaman

!e part of South Andaman Island situated in the west of the imaginary boundary line starting from the mouth of 
Constance Bay (East Longitude 92degree 34’  03” and North Latitude 11degree 39’ 52”) proceeds towards north up to 
mouth of Banjlungtajig (East Longitude 92degree 35’ 20” and North Latitude 11degree 42’ 18”) and proceeds towards 
east through the mangrove swamp and meets a point (East Longitude 92degree 36’ 26” and North Latitude 11degree 42’ 
31”). !en the boundary proceeds North and follows the ridge (East Longitude 92degree 36’ 26” and North Latitude 
11degree 43’ 51”) and meets a point (East Longitude 92degree 36’ 59” and North Latitude 11degree 44’ 25”) and then 
boundary turns South East and proceeds through a point (East Longitude 92degree 37’ 20” and North Latitude 11degree 
44’ 15”) and further proceeds towards North through a point (East Longitude 92degree 37’ 46” and North Latitude 
11degree 46’ 14”) and thence proceeds towards North-East and joins a point 30 M West of center line of Andaman Trunk 
Road at milestone of 52 Kms point on Chidiyatapu to Middle Strait Andaman Trunk Road, from where the boundary 
proceeds along side the Andaman Trunk Road excluding area of Mile Tilak village and all allotted land of Jirkatang area 
up to the milestone of 61 Kms. !e boundary then turns towards east and follows the ridge of 100 M height point (East 
Longitude 92degree 40’ 10” and North Latitude 11degree 51’ 35”) and proceeds further South-East and passes through 
the 123 M height ridge (East Longitude 92degree 41’ 02” and North Latitude 11degree 51’ 12”) and further proceeds 
South-East and meets a point (East Longitude 92degree 42’ 26” and North Latitude 11degree 50’ 11”) and finally joins 
Mangrove Creek at point (East Longitude 92degree 42’ 15” and North Latitude 11degree 49’ 57”) and afterwards fol-
lows through the mangrove creek and then western bank of Shoal Bay Creek and thereafter proceeds North along the 
eastern coast of South Andaman Island (excluding James, Kyd, other Islands and islets) and follows Amita Boicha Passage 
and then follows Southern bank of Middle Strait excluding Middle Strait Jetty / harbour, Belle Island, Boning Islands, 
Oralkatcha, Baby Islands, Stoat Island and Talakaicha Island. !en the boundary follows Middle Strait towards north-
wards via Needham reach passage, enclosing Bluff and Spike Islands and then follows Homfray’s Strait up to Yeratiljig 
Creek mouth. 

Middle Andaman

From the above point namely the mouth of Yeratiljig creek (East Longitude 92degree 44’ and North Latitude 12degree 
18’ 23”) boundary in Middle Andaman follows Yeratiljig creek along western bank excluding village area of Kadamtala 
and boundary finally meeting milestone of 142 Kms on ATR (i.e. 12 Kms milestone from Uttara Jetty). !en it follows 
the ATR leaving 30 M from the center line of road up to 24 Km point of the Andaman Trunk Road from Uttara Jetty and 
thence the boundary follows the ridge of 100 M height point (East Longitude 92degree 47’ 20” and North Latitude 12de-
gree 30’), ridge of 104 M height point (East Longitude 92degree 47’ 55” and North Latitude 12degree 31’ 10”), ridge 
of 122 M height point (East Longitude 92degree 48’ 21” and North Latitude 12degree 32’ 24”), ridge of 168 M height 
(East Longitude 92degree 48’ 28” and North Latitude 12degree 32’ 45”), ridge of 122 M height point (East Longitude 
92degree 49’ 02” and North Latitude 12degree 33’ 39”), ridge of 125 M height point (East Longitude 92degree 50’ 34” 
and North Latitude 12degree 35’ 50”), ridge of 132 M height point (East Longitude 92degree 50’ 21” and North Latitude 
12degree 36’ 45”) and meets the origin of Pichar Nullah (East Longitude 92 degree 50’ 28” and North Latitude 12de-
gree 37’ 33”,i.e. the old Kalsi 4 No. JPP). !en the boundary follows towards Northwards following the ridge of 68 M 
height point (East Longitude 92degree 50’ 23” and North Latitude 12degree 38’ 37”), ridge of 73 M height point (East 
Longitude 92degree 50’ 17” and North Latitude 12degree 39’ 48”) then turns North-East and follows the ridge of 194 
M height point (East Longitude 92degree 51’ 10” and North Latitude 12degree 41’ 55”) and then the boundary turns to 
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North-West and passes through the ridge of 201 M height point (East Longitude 92degree 49’ 30” and North Latitude 
12degree 42’ 48”) and ridge of 100 M height point (East Longitude 92degree 48’ 40” and 12degree 43’ 05”) and meets 
the Chainpur Nullah in mangrove swamp at a point (East Longitude 92degree 48’ 06” and North Latitude 12degree 43’ 
14”) then proceeds towards west through Chainpur Nullah and meets a point having East Longitude 92degree 47’ 02” 
and North Latitude 12degree 43’ 27” and then boundary follows southwards through the mangrove swamp following 
western bank of Chainpur Nullah and finally meets sea through Lewis Inlet. 

!e existing belt of 200 metres from the central line of Andaman Trunk Road, on either side is restricted to 30 
metres on either side of the ATR except at Nilambur-Middle Strait and Uttara-Gandhighat where the existing jetty and 
port facilities will continue to be outside the reserved area. !e above reserve is also extended to coastal waters up to a 
distance of 5 Km from the high tide line on the western side of the South and Middle Andaman Islands from Constance 
Bay to Lewis Inlet Bay. 

By Order 
Sd/ 

Assistant Secretary (Tribal Welfare) 
(2004/T2-Jarawa notification) 

Hospital Areas Reserved for the Jarawas

!e A&N Administration has declared various places as reserved area under the Protection of Aboriginal Tribes Regulation. 
Accordingly, the places designated as reserved area are the ward reserved for the Jarawas at Primary Health Centre, 
Tushnabad, comprising an area of 100 sq. mtrs in survey No. 103/1 at village Muslim basti located in western side to the 
existing PHC Building. !e ward reserved for the Jarawas in the first floor of the Special Ward of the G.B. Pant hospital 
connected by a staircase from the ground floor of the Special Ward and the ward reserved for the Jarawas at Primary 
Health Centre, Kadamtala comprising an area of 250 Sq. mtrs in Survey No. 1/6 at village Shantanu located on western 
side to the existing PHC building and connected by a concrete path have also been reserved for this purpose, an official 
communication issued by the Secretary (TW) said here today.

Source: !e Daily Telegrams, June 9, 2004
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In India, the nesting of leatherback 
turtles is currently restricted to the 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands where 
1,000 nests are found annually

unsurprisingly, Leatherbacks are found in every ocean except the Arctic and 

Antarctic, ranging longer than any other reptile. Sri Lanka and India are 

currently the only sites in South Asia that are known to host large nesting 

populations.

Leatherbacks were known to nest sporadically on the Indian mainland 

up to the late 1960s. However, current nesting populations are restricted 
to the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Leatherback nesting was first reported 
from this archipelago of  500-odd islands in 1979, and research over the last 
three decades has confirmed the importance of  the Islands as Leatherback 
rookeries. Known for their untouched and picturesque beaches, the Andaman 

E
ven on a dark moonless night, it is impossible to miss this giant 

living relic emerging on the white sandy shores of  Little Andaman 

Island. Leatherback sea turtles Dermochelys coriacea sometimes grow 

over six feet in length, which is larger than an average human body. They 

are the largest of  all sea turtle species, weighing up to a tonne, maintaining 

this massive physique solely on a diet of  jellyfish. They are named from their 
leathery, flexible back, which is unlike the hard shell of  other turtles. Perhaps 

by Adhith Swaminathan

A HUNDRED-MILLION- 

YEAR-OLD
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& Nicobar Islands underwent drastic changes in 2004 when an earthquake and the resulting 
tsunami swept across the ocean; these islands, lying close to the epicenter, bore the brunt of  

the tidal onslaught. Most of  the coastal plates of  the Nicobar group got submerged, while 

some of  those in the Andaman group were uplifted. 

In the wake of  such large scale alteration of  the shore topography of  the archipelago, 

a collaborative monitoring programme was initiated in 2008 on Little Andaman Island by 
Dakshin Foundation, Madras Crocodile Bank Trust, Andaman Nicobar Environment Team 

(ANET), Centre for Ecological Science, Indian Institute of  Science, Bangalore, and the 

Department of  Environment and Forests, Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Since the initiation 

of  the programme, two nesting sites, South Bay and West Bay of  Little Andaman Island, 

have been monitored annually and serve as representative sites for Leatherback nesting in 

the region.

One of the turtles 

tagged with a satellite 
tracker in 2014 covered 

over 13,000 km from 
West Bay, Little 

Andaman, to the coast 
of Mozambique in 

266 days. The turtle 
traversed close to about 

50 km a day

Post nesting migratory 
route of Leatherback 
Turtles fitted with 
satellite trackers in West 

Bay, Little Andaman
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Every nesting season, between 

December and March, a team of  six 

field staff  sets up temporary camps 
at the two nesting sites. During these 

months, the team is cut off  from 

the outside world, without access to 

mobile network or electricity. Coming 

across people is a rare event at these 

sites which are inaccessible to most 

people as they fall within the Onge 

Tribal Reserve.

Our monitoring efforts have 

focused on West Bay beach and the 

main task during the nesting season 

is to patrol the 7 km beach daily, 

looking for tracks and evidence of  

nesting. In the last decade, more than 

100 nesting females have been tagged 
with Passive Integrated Transponders 

(PIT) and external metal flipper tags 
to help identify individual turtles. 

When turtles are encountered, 

biometric measurements and 

The eggs take about two months to hatch. 
The hatchlings are only 5—8 cm long

Leatherback Turtles can nest 4 to 7 times in a nesting season; at West Bay, 
an average of 30—35 females nest annually

information on time of  nesting, egg-laying duration, tidal activity, and clutch 

size are collected. The recapture of  tagged individuals over the years indicates a 

minimum nesting interval of  one year. These turtles are known to migrate over 

10,000 km between their foraging and nesting grounds. They seem to make it 
back, remarkably, to the same stretch of  the beach. All the recaptured turtles 

in the last decade were initially tagged at the same beach.
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A researcher at Dakshin Foundation since 2008, Adhith has 

worked on marine turtles since the age of 10. He has been working 
on the Leatherback Sea Turtle monitoring project based in Little 

Andaman for the last eight years.

ADHITH SWAMINATHAN

ADHITH SWAMINATHAN

ADHITH SWAMINATHAN

ADHITH SWAMINATHAN

The primary threat faced by leatherback turtles in the region is fishery-
associated mortality. Though they are not usually hunted for their meat, other 
threats include predation of nests and hatchlings by dogs, water monitor 
lizard, and feral pigs

To understand long distance migration 

of  leatherbacks, 10 females were tagged with 
satellite transmitters at West Bay between 

2010 and 2014. The turtles travelled in 
two directions across the Indian Ocean, 

southeast towards the western coast of  

Australia and southwest towards the eastern 

coast of  Africa. While we have identified 
two main migratory routes, more satellite 

telemetry studies need to be carried out to 

assess if  there are other migratory routes 

taken by the turtles and to identify areas 

where they are most susceptible to fishing-
related mortality in the high seas.

Globally, in recent years, many 

leatherback populations have been stable 

or are increasing, leading to downlisting 

of  the species from Critically Endangered 

to Vulnerable by the International Union 

for Conservation of  Nature (IUCN). The 

data from South and West Bay reveals a 

steady increase of  leatherback nesting in 

comparison to the period following the 

December 2004 tsunami. Although the 
number of  nests recorded dips in certain 

years, these fluctuations can be attributed to 
variations in reproductive cycles, food supply, 

and environmental conditions. Our recent 

survey of  the Nicobar Islands in 2016 also 
confirmed the recovery of  previously known 
nesting beaches and nesting numbers, which 

are comparable to the surveys conducted 

before the 2004 tsunami. With more 
than 1,000 nests located per season across 
the region, the Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

are a stronghold for leatherback populations 

of  the South Asian region. Though we 

have successfully monitored the nesting 

population in Little Andaman for more than 

a decade, we still need to fully understand an 

animal whose lifespan exceeds ours. 
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India has a vast coastline of more than 7,500 km, of which, about 
5,400 km belong to Peninsular India and about 2,000 km to the 
Andaman, Nicobar, and Lakshadweep Islands, and with an EEZ 
(Exclusive Economic Zone) of 2.02 million sq. km. Five species of 
sea turtles are found in Indian waters. The marine biodiversity 
including marine turtles in India is one among the richest in the 
Indian Ocean.

Marine turtles have a major influence on the structure and function 
of marine biodiversity and play an important role in shaping the 
behavior and life history traits of prey species and predators that 
is critical for the sustainability of fisheries in the region. Factors 
like climate change, unsustainable resource use, marine litter and 
pollution affect marine turtles and their habitats.

Constitution of India recognizes the need to protect wildlife that 
include marine life and their environment. The provision under 
Article 48 A mandates the state to protect, safeguard and improve 
the environment with the corresponding duty under Article 51 A (g) 
to the citizen to protect and improve the natural environment. This 
clearly supports the need to carry out all necessary steps to not 
only protect but also improve the marine environment.

Marine turtles play a variety of ecological roles for maintaining 
healthy marine habitats like controlling prey populations, supporting 
coastal vegetation through their hatchlings etc. Their presence is 
an indicator of healthy marine ecosystems and provide a source of 
revenue for local communities through tourism. Marine turtles thus 
present themselves as a key indicator of healthy marine habitats 
and an opportunity for conservation of associated species.

Backgro und

Daniel Torobekov
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G oal
1.  Conserve Species, their habitat and reduce negative impacts 

on survival of marine turtles;

2. Improve the understanding of marine turtles and their habitats, 
through a coordinated mechanism;

3. Promote Awareness and Education on conservation of marine 
turtles and their habitats;

4. Enhance l ivelihoods of coastal communities through promoting 
sustainable ecotourism;

5. Increase national, regional and international cooperation on 
marine turtle conservation.

Vision
Create a viable and healthy marine ecosystem for marine turtles and 
associated species through a coordinated and participatory mechanism 
to ensure long term survival of marine turtles.

Mission
The Action Plan aims to conserve marine turtles and their habitats for 
maintaining a healthy marine ecosystem.
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Clockwise: Hawksbill turtle, Olive ridley turtle, Green 
turtle, Loggerhead Sea Turtle (Wikimedia commons), 
Leatherback turtle (Dakshin foundation)
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The Indian coastal waters supports five species of sea turtles found 
worldwide. These are the Olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) ,  Green 
(Chelonia mydas) ,  Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata) ,  Leatherback 
(Dermochelys coriacea)  and Loggerhead (Caretta caretta) .  These 
five species of sea turtles that occur in Indian coastal waters are 
protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

India is home to the largest known nesting population of olive 
ridley turtles. Except Loggerhead turtles, the remaining four species 
(Leatherback, Hawksbill ,  Green and Olive ridley turtles) nest along 
the Indian coastline and islands of India. About 40,000 to 11,00,000 
turtles nest every year on the beaches of India. Number of turtles 
nesting varies between years and the success of sporadic nests 
have been observed to decline due to predations and habitat 
degradation. 

Numerous direct and indirect pressures arising from various factors 
adversely impact marine turtle populations and their habitat. 
This also includes natural disasters such as tsunamis, cyclones, 
hurricanes and storms.

With a view to conserve marine turtles in India, various measures 
have been adopted by the Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Government of India, the coastal State/
UT Governments, civil society organizations, experts and local 
communities. India has identified all its important sea turtle nesting 
habitats as ‘Important Coastal and Marine Biodiversity Areas’ of 
India and included in the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) -1. 

With a view to conserve marine turtles, associated species and 
their habitats, the following action plan is proposed to be adopted 
at the National and State Government level.

a. To reduce direct and indirect causes of marine turtle mortality, 
the possible threats to marine turtle populations and their habitats 
are to be identified, documented and best practice approaches 
to mitigate those threats to be implemented. It is proposed to 
undertake management of oceanic marine plastic debris and 
coastal clean-up for enabling the survival of marine turtles.

Marine Tur tle Ac tion Plan  
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Natural causes
erosion, shifting sands, 

Ipomoea invasion, 

cyclones, global 

warming and climate 

change

Anthropogenic causes
Casuarina plantations, 

sand mining

Loss of Nesting
Beach

THREATS

Onshore Offshore

Fishing Related
Mortality

Offfshore Oil 
Explorations

Disease

Onshore and offshore threats 
faced by the sea turtles in India

Coastal 
Development

Pollution Pollution

Nest Predation

Disturbance and loss 

of nesting beaches 

due to construction of 

ports, jetties, resorts, 

industries,etc

Light pollution

Marine plastic debris and 

pollution caused due to 

construction of ports, fish 
landings, resorts or tourism 

activities on or near the 

beach

Bycatch due 

to near shore 

fishing, trawling, 
gill netting

Destruction of 

habitat, oil spills, 

disturbance 

due to excessive 

movement of 

vessels

Plastics, Oil 

spills, discharge 

from coastal 

industries and 

sewage 

Fibropapillomatosis 
caused by water 

pollution

Nest predation by wild 
predators like jackals, wild 

pigs, etc. as well as by the 

feral and domesticated dogs
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b. Protection, conservation and rehabilitation of marine turtle 
habitats is key for long term survival of marine turtles. Towards 
meeting this objective, areas of critical habitat such as migratory 
corridors, nesting beaches, inter-nesting and feeding areas to be 
identified and managed, while degraded marine turtle habitats 
are to be rehabilitated.

c. In order to improve the understanding of marine turtle ecology 
and populations, studies on marine turtles and their habitats 
targeted towards conservation and management through research, 
monitoring and information exchange to be taken up through 
involvement of scientific institutes and universities. It is proposed 
that proper exchange of scientific and technical information and 
expertise among scientific institutions, civil society and other 
agencies is ensured, in order to develop and implement best 
practice approaches to conservation of marine turtles and their 
habitats.

d. People’s participation is imperative for successful conservation 
interventions. It is therefore envisaged to increase awareness of 
marine turtles and their habitats, conservation needs and threats,  
amongst the wider public to enhance public participation in 
conservation activities.  Setting up of turtle conservation clubs at 
taluk or district or state levels, declaration of marine turtle day, 
conduct special events related to marine turtle conservation are 
few activities proposed in this direction. In addition, developing 
alternate livelihood opportunities and better fishing practices for 
local communities to be encouraged for active participation in 
conservation efforts that also generate livelihoods like eco-tourism 
(e.g. turtle tourism). All relevant stakeholders, including local 
communities should be involved in planning and implementation 
of conservation and management measures. 

e. National, regional and international cooperation is an integral 
part of marine turtle conservation. The existing mechanisms 
for cooperation at the sub-regional level to be strengthened to 
enhance coordination in management of turtle habitats. A web-
based information resource for marine turtle conservation to be 
developed, besides creating networks for cooperative management 
of shared populations, within or across sub-regions, and, where 
appropriate. Adequate and regular training on marine turtle 
conservation and management techniques to relevant agencies, 
individuals and local communities to be provided through identified 
scientific institutes.  

f. To strengthen law enforcement activities, a coordinated effort to 
be taken up amongst relevant stakeholders



13

State

Important Turtle 

Habitats (Catchment 

District)
Remarks / Clarification Major Threats

Odisha

Rushikulya river 
(Kandhamal and 
Ganjam) 

Mass nesting ground of Olive Ridley Erosion, Nest predation, 
plastic pollution, light 
pollution and bycatch

Odisha

Gahirmatha river 
(Kandhamal and 
Ganjam) 

Mass nesting ground of Olive Ridley Erosion and Nest 
predation, bycatch

Odisha

Devi River  
(Jagatsinghpur,  Puri) 

Sporadic mass nesting ground of 
Olive ridley

Nest predation, plastic 
pollution, light pollution, 
plantation and bycatch

Andaman 
& Nicobar 

Islands

Galathea bay, 
Indira point, Hingloi, 
Alexandria, Dagmar, and 
Renhongbeaches (Great 
Nicobar Island) 

Largest Leatherback turtle nesting 
ground in India

Nest predation

Andaman 
& Nicobar 

Islands

Bahua, Muhincohn and 
Kiyang beaches (Little 
Nicobar Island) 

Leatherback, Green, Hawksbill and 
Olive ridley

Nest predation and 
bycatch

Andaman 
& Nicobar 

Islands

West Bay, Jackson Creek 
beaches (Little Andaman 
Island) 

Leatherback nesting ground, 
currently largest in the Andaman 
group

Nest predation and 
bycatch

Andaman 
& Nicobar 

Islands

Cuthbert Bay, (Middle 
Andamans) 

Leatherback, Green, hawksbill, and 
Olive ridley

Nest predation

Andaman 
& Nicobar 

Islands

South Reef Island, (Middle 
Andamans) 

Best hawksbill turtle nesting ground 
in India

Nest predation

Lakshdweep 
Islands

Lagoons of Lakshdweep 
Islands (Agatti, Kadmat, 
Kavaratti and other 
islands) 

Foraging ground of Green turtle Erosion, over grazing, 
conflict with fishermen, 
nest predation and 
bycatch

Lakshdweep 
Islands

SuheliIsland,  
(Lakshadweep) 

Olive ridley / Hawksbill / Green turtle 
nesting ground (sympatric habitat 
for three species) 

Erosion and bycatch

Andhra 
Pradesh

Godavari River Mouth 
(Sacramentoshoal, East 
Godavari) 

Very high sporadic nesting of Olive 
ridleys (approx. 500 to 1000/year), 

Nest predation, plastic 
pollution, light pollution, 
habitat degradation and 
bycatch

Andhra 
Pradesh

Kapasukuddi (Bahuda 
river mouth), Nagavali, 
Bamsadhara 
(Srikakulam) 

High sporadic nesting of Olive 
ridleys

Nest predation, plastic 
pollution, light pollution, 
habitat degradation and 
bycatch

Andhra 
Pradesh

Beaches along Krishna 
River and Penneru river 
mouth (Nellore) 

Moderate sporadic nesting of Olive 
Ridley

Nest predation, plastic 
pollution, light pollution, 
habitat degradation and 
bycatch

Important Marine Turtle Habitats in India
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Important Marine Turtle Habitats in India

Puducherry

Nallavadu,Pannithittu, 
Narambi and 
Moorthikuppam 
villages (Puducherry) 
and  beaches around 
Arasalar River 
(Karaikal) 

High sporadic nesting of  Olive 
Ridley

Nest predation, by-
catch, erosion, habitat 
degradation, planta-
tion, plastic and light 
pollution

Tamil Nadu

Gulf of Mannar 
Biosphere Reserve  
(Thoothukkudi and 
Ramanathapuram) 

Foraging ground of green and 
Olive ridley, good seagrass beds

Nest predation, plastic 
pollution, habitat deg-
radation, poaching, 
bycatch

Tamil Nadu Chennai coast, 
(northern Tamil Nadu) 

Sporadic nesting ground 
of Olive ridley turtles with 
conservation programmes from 
1973

Nest predation, by-
catch, plastic pollu-
tion, light pollution, 
egg poaching, habitat 
degradation

Gujarat Western Saurashtra 
coast, Gujarat 
(Junagadh, Jamnagar 
and Porbandar) 

Green and -Olive ridley turtle 
nesting grounds

Nest predation, by-
catch, plastic pollution, 
habitat degradation

Maharashtra Sindhudurg Coasts 
(Raigad and Ratnagiri) 

Sporadic nesting of Olive ridley 
and Green 

Nest predation, 
bycatch, plastic 
pollution, habitat 
degradation

Goa Galgibaga beach 
(South Goa) 

Sporadic nesting of Olive Ridley Nest predation, by-
catch, plastic pollution, 
lighting, tourism, habi-
tat degradation

 Asit Kumar/AFP
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Programme Activity Implementation
Agencies

Sites/
States

Timeline

1.1 Identify and 
document 
the threats to 
marine turtle 
populations and 
their habitats

a) Collate and organise existing 
data on threats to marine turtle 
populations

b) Establish baseline data 
collection and monitoring 
programmes to gather 
information on the nature and 
magnitude of threats

c)Determine those populations 
affected by incidental capture 
in fisheries, and other sources of 
mortality

MoEF&CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments,

WII, ZSI, CMFRI, 
NCSCM, IISc, FSI, 
NIOT, ICMAM, 
ANCOST, 
Universities, State 
level research 
institutions, NGOs 
etc.

All coastal 
States and 
UTs

To be 
initiated in 
2021; to be 
repeated 
every 
5 year 
thereafter

1.2 Determine 
and apply 
best practice 
approaches 
to minimising 
those threats 
to marine turtle 
populations and 
their habitats

1.2  Determine and apply 
best practice approaches to 
minimising those threats to 
marine turtle populations and 
their habitats

Erosion and 
Nest predation, 
bycatch State/
UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments

MoEF&CC and 
MoES, WII

All coastal 
States and 
UTs

To be 
initiated 
in 2021 
and to be 
continued 
thereafter

Marine Turtle Action Plan                                                                                                           

Objective 1.  Reduce direct and indirect causes of marine turtle mortality
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Objective 2.  Protect, conserve and rehabilitate marine turtle habitats

Programme Activity Implementation
Agencies

Sites/
States

Timeline

2.1 Establish 
necessary 
measures to 
protect and 
conserve 
marine turtle 
habitats 

a) Identify areas of critical habitat 
such as migratory corridors, nesting 
beaches, inter-nesting and feeding 
areas. 

b) Designate and manage protected/
conservation areas, sanctuaries or 
temporary exclusion zones in areas 
of critical habitat, or take other 
measures  (e.g. modification of 
fishing gear, restrictions on vessel 
traffic) to remove threats to such 
areas

c) Develop incentives for adequate 
protection of areas of critical habitat 
outside protected areas

d) Undertake assessments of the 
environmental impact of marine 
and coastal development and other 
human activities that may affect 
marine turtle populations and their 
habitats

e) Manage and regulate within 
each jurisdiction the use of beaches 
and coastal dunes, for example 
location and design of buildings, use 
of artificial lighting, and transit of 
vehicles in nesting areas

f) Monitor and promote the protection 
of water quality from land-based and 
maritime pollution, including marine 
debris, that may adversely affect 
marine turtles

g) Strengthen the application of 
existing bans on the use of poisonous 
chemicals and explosives in the 
exploitation of marine resources.

h) Mainstream the turtles and 
their habitats conservation into 
the production sectors with active 
participations of industrial sectors 
including financial supports from 
their CSR Fund.

State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments and 
MoEF& CC

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan. 

To be 
initiated 
in 2021 
and to be 
continued 
thereafter
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Programme Activity
Implementation

Agencies Sites/
States

Timeline

2.2 
Rehabilitate 
degraded 
marine turtle 
habitats

a) Re-vegetate, where appropriate, 
frontal dunes at nesting beaches, 
with indigenous flora as far as 
possible, in order to provide visual 
barriers to coastal development 
and to restore appropriate beach 
temperature regimes

b) Remove casuarinas from the 
important nesting beaches

c) No plantation on Sand Dune

d) Remove debris that impedes turtle 
nesting and hatchling production

e) Enhance recovery of degraded 
coral reefs

f) Enhance recovery of degraded 
mangrove and seagrass habitats

MoEF&CC, 
State/UT Forest 
Departments, 
NGOs etc

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To  be 
initiated 
in FY 21-22  
and to be 
continued 
thereafter
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Programme Activity Implementation
Agencies

Sites/
States

Timeline

3.1  
Conduct 
studies on 
marine turtles 
and their 
habitats 
targeted 
to their 
conservation 
and 
management

a) Conduct baseline studies or 
gather secondary information on 
marine turtle populations and their 
habitats

b) Initiate and/or continue long-
term monitoring of priority marine 
turtle populations in order to assess 
conservation status

c) Characterise genetic identity of 
marine turtle populations

d) Identify migratory routes through 
the use of tagging, genetic studies 
and/or satellite tracking

e) Carry out studies on marine turtle 
population dynamics and survival 
rates

f) Conduct research on the 
frequency and pathology of 
diseases of marine turtles

g) Promote the use of traditional 
ecological knowledge in research 
studies

h) Review periodically and evaluate 
research and monitoring activities 

MoEF&CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments, 
ICMAM, WII, IISc, 
NIOT,/ANCOST, 
ZSI, CMFRI, 
CMLRE, NIO, SAC, 
Universities, NGOs

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To be 
initiated in 
2021 and 
end by 
2022

3.2 Conduct 
collaborative 
research and 
monitoring

a) Identify and include priority 
research and monitoring needs in 
National and sub-regional action 
plans

b) Conduct collaborative studies 
and monitoring on genetic identity, 
conservation status, migrations, 
and other biological and ecological 
aspects of marine turtles

MoEF&CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments, 
ICMAM, WII, IISc, 
IISER, NIOT,/
ANCOST, ZSI, 
CMFRI, CMLRE, 
NIO, SAC, NGOs

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To be 
initiated 
in 2021 
and to be 
continued 
thereafter

Objective 3.Improve understanding of marine turtle ecology and populations 
through research, monitoring and  information exchange
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Programme Activity Implementation
Agencies

Sites/
States

Timeline

3.3  Analyse 
data to 
support 
mitigation of 
threats and 
to assess 
and improve 
conservation 
practices

a) Prioritise populations for 
conservation actions 

b) dentify population trends

c) Use research results to improve 
management, mitigate threats and 
assess the efficacy of conservation 
activities (e.g. hatchery 
management practices, habitat 
loss, etc.)

MoEF&CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments, 
ICMAM, WII, IISc, 
IISER, NIOT,/
ANCOST, ZSI, 
CMFRI, CMLRE, 
NIO, SAC, NGOs

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To be 
initiated 
in 2021 
and to be 
continued 
thereafter

3.4 Exchange 
information

a) Standardise methods and levels 
of data collection and adopt or 
develop an agreed set of protocols 
for inter alia monitoring of nesting 
beaches, feeding ground studies, 
genetic sampling, and collection of 
mortality data

b) Determine the most appropriate 
methods for information 
dissemination 

c) Exchange at regular intervals 
scientific and technical information 
and expertise among nations, 
scientific institutions, non-
governmental and international 
organisations, in order to develop 
and implement best practice 
approaches to conservation of 
marine turtles and their habitats

d) Disseminate traditional 
knowledge on marine turtles and 
their habitats for conservation and 
management

e) Compile on a regular basis data 
on marine turtle populations of 
regional interest

MoEF& CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments, 
IOSEA, BOBP, 
ICMAM, CSIR, WII, 
IISc, IISER, NIOT,/
ANCOST, ZSI, 
CMFRI, CMLRE, 
NIO, SAC, NGOs

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To be 
initiated 
in 2021 
and to be 
continued 
thereafter
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Programme Activity Implementation
Agencies

Sites/
States

Timeline

4.1 Establish 
public 
education, 
awareness 
and 
information 
programmes

a) Setting up of turtle clubs at taluk 
or district or state levels

b) Declaration of National Marine 
Turtle Day may be coinciding with 
mass nesting season

c) Collect, develop and disseminate 
education materials 

d) Establish community learning / 
information centres 

e) Develop and implement 
accurate mass media information 
programmes

f) Develop and implement 
guidelines for hatchery 
programmes for conservation and 
environmental education

g) Develop and conduct focused 
education and awareness 
programmes for target groups (e.g. 
policy makers, teachers, schools, 
fishing communities, media)

h) Encourage the incorporation 
of marine turtle biology and 
conservation issues into school 
curricula

i) Organise special events related 
to marine turtle conservation and 
biology (e.g. Turtle Day, Year of the 
Turtle, symposia, Track-a-turtle)

MoEF&CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments and 
NGOs

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To  be 
initiated 
in 2021  
and to be 
continued 
thereafter

Objective 4.  Increase public awareness of the threats to marine turtles and 
their habitats, and enhance public participation in  conservation activities
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Programme Activity Implementation
Agencies

Sites/
States

Timeline

4.2 Develop 
alternative 
livelihood 
opportunities 
for local 
communities 
to encourage 
their active 
participation 
in 
conservation 
efforts

a) Identify and facilitate alternative 
livelihoods (including income 
generating activities) that are 
not detrimental to marine turtles 
and their habitats, in consultation 
with local communities and other 
stakeholders. Undertaking turtle 
based tourism programme like 
Turtle Festival

b) Bring in ecotourism (turtle 
tourism) and interpretation centres 
in an organized fashion. 

MoEF& CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments, 
ICSF, NGOs

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To  be 
initiated 
in 2021  
and to be 
continued 
thereafter

4.3 Promote 
public 
participation

Involve stakeholders, and local 
communities in particular, in 
planning and implementation of 
conservation and management 
measures 

Encourage the participation of 
Government institutions, non-
governmental organisations, the 
private sector and the general 
community (e.g. students, 
volunteers, fishing communities, 
local communities) in research and 
conservation efforts 

Implement, where appropriate, 
incentive schemes to encourage 
public participation (e.g. 
T-shirts for tag returns, public 
acknowledgement, certificates)

National Marine Turtle Seminar 
needs to be conducted annually 
to review the entire issues related 
to conservation of marine turtles in 
India.

MoEF&CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments, 
NGOs

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To  be 
initiated 
in 2021  
and to be 
continued 
thereafter
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Programme Activity
Implementation

Agencies Sites/
States

Timeline

5.1  Enhance 
mechanisms 
for 
cooperation 
and promote 
information 
exchange

a) Develop regional database  of 
relevant information in relation to 
marine turtles conservation and 
management

b) Identify and strengthen existing 
mechanisms for cooperation at the 
sub-regional level

c) Develop/strengthen a website 
and/or newsletter to facilitate 
networking and exchange of 
information

d) Develop/strengthen a web-
based information resource 
for marine turtle conservation 
(including data on populations, 
nesting, migration, on-going 
projects)

e) Create a directory of experts 
and organisations concerned with 
marine turtle conservation

f) Develop networks for cooperative 
management of shared 
populations, within or across sub-
regions, and, where appropriate, 
formalise cooperative management 
arrangements

g) Cooperate where possible in the 
establishment of transboundary 
marine protected areas using 
ecological rather than political 
boundaries

h) Develop a streamlined format 
for reporting and exchanging 
information (through the IOSEA 
MoU) on the state of marine turtle 
conservation at the national level

i) Creation of network of NGO’s in 
supporting forest departments 
marine turtles conservation. For 
example, coordination with Turtle 
Action Group (TAG) etc.

MoEF&CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments and 
NGOs

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To  be 
initiated 
in 2021  
and to be 
continued 
thereafter

Objective 5.  Enhance national, regional and international cooperation
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Programme Activity Implementation
Agencies

Sites/
States

Timeline

j) Encourage IOSEA MoU signatory 
States that have not already 
done so to become Parties to the 
Convention on Migratory Species 
(CMS)

k) Establish relationships with 
regional fisheries bodies with a view 
to obtaining data on incidental 
capture and encourage them to 
adopt marine turtle conservation 
measures within EEZs and on the 
high seas

MoEF&CC, 
State/UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments and 
NGOs

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To  be 
initiated 
in 2021  
and to be 
continued 
thereafter

5.2  
Strengthen 
and improve 
enforcement 
of 
conservation 
legislation 

a) Review domestic policies 
and laws to address gaps or 
impediments to marine turtle 
conservation 

b) Cooperate in law enforcement 
to ensure compatible application 
of laws across and between 
jurisdictions (including through 
bilateral/multilateral agreements 
and intelligence sharing)

c) Include turtle breeding/foraging 
habitats as important marine 
habitat.

d) Constitution and Periodic review 
on the National Marine Turtle Action 
Committee

e) State Level Marine Turtle Action 
Committee under the chairmanship 
of the Chief Secretary.

f) Development of compensation 
schemes for loss of fishing gear 
due to incidental capture of marine 
turtles.

g) Promotion of TED and by-catch 
reduction policy and smart gear 
use.

h) Establishment Marine Biodiversity 
Cell to implement various 
conservation action plans related 
to marine biodiversity including 
marine turtles

i) Mapping and monitoring of 
important turtle nesting sites in 
context with CRZ 

MoEFCC, State/
UT Forest 
and Fisheries 
Departments

All coastal 
States 
and UT 
especially 
those 
important 
sites 
mentioned 
in this 
action plan.

To  be 
initiated 
in 2021  
and to be 
continued 
thereafter
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60.3.2 WP (C) No. 13056/2020 (F) - Manikandan T. Vs. MoEF & CC & Ors. And

W.P. (C) No. 4280/2020 (H) – Betty Biju Vs. MoEF & CC & Ors.- High Court

of Kerala at Ernakulam [File No. 6-160/2020WL]

 

60.3.3 WP (C) No. 7211/2020 (B) - Denson K.S. Vs. UOI & Ors- High Court of  

Kerala at Ernakulam [File No. 6-159/2020WL]

 

The  Member  Secretary  informed  the  Standing  Committee  that  the

Principal  Secretary,  Environment  Department,  Government  of  Kerala  has

requested to place the matters before the Standing Committee of the National

Board within a period of one week as directed by the Kerala High Court for

consideration vide letters dated 21.10.2020. As per the normal procedure for

consideration by the Standing Committee, the proposals should be received

through proper channel with the recommendations of the State Chief Wild Life

Warden, State Board for Wild Life and State Government.

 

Decision Taken: Based on the discussions held and documents submitted,

the Standing Committee decided to return the proposals and requested the

State Government of Kerala to submit the proposals as per the established

guidelines and procedures.

 

60.3.4 De-notification of Megapode Sanctuary, Andaman and Nicobar Islands

[File No. 6-132/2020WL]

 

The Member  Secretary  briefed  the Standing Committee  and stated

that  the  proposal  for  de-notification  of  Megapode  Sanctuary  has  been

submitted by Office of Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wild Life),

Andaman and Nicobar Islands. During the mega earthquake and Tsunami

which  occurred  in  December,  2004,  the  Megapode  Island  has  been

submerged in the sea and there is no existence of the island post Tsunami.

He further stated that Nicobar Megapode is a terrestrial bird which nests on

ground. 

 

The Member Secretary informed the Standing Committee that views of

Wildlife  Institute  of  India  were  taken  and  they  have  suggested  that  the

submergence of island now does not serve any purpose for the conservation

of Nicobar Megapode. 

 

Decision Taken: After discussions, the Committee decided to recommend the

proposal  and suggested that conservation measures shall  be taken for the

Nicobar Megapode in other islands with the help of Wildlife Institute of India.

 

60.3.5 Denotification  of  Galathea  Sanctuary  (Only  intention  to  declare  as

sanctuary  notified),  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands  [File  No.  6-



135/2020WL]

 

The Member Secretary briefed the Standing Committee and stated that

Andaman and Nicobar Islands administration had notified intention to declare

Galathea Bay as sanctuary for an area of 11.44 sq. km. vide notification dated

15.09.1997  under  section  18  (1)  of  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972.

Proclamation notification for initiating acquisition proceedings was issued by

the  Collector  on  14.10.1997.  The  acquisition  proceedings  have  not  been

completed and final notification for the sanctuary has not yet been issued.

Now,  the  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands  has  submitted  de-notification

proposal  for  the Galathea Bay Sanctuary for  which intention to  declare as

sanctuary alone was notified.

 

The proposal has been recommended by Chief Wild Life Warden and

Andaman and Nicobar Islands Administration. The State Board for Wild Life,

Andaman and Nicobar Islands have also recommended the proposal.

 

Secretary,  MoEFCC  stated  that  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands

Administration had sought clarification from the Ld. ASG who opined that de-

notification of Galathea Sanctuary is not needed as the notification regarding

intention  to  declare  Galathea  Bay  as  sanctuary  isand  void  because  rights

were not settled within 2 years. Ministry had also sought clarification from the

Ld. Solicitor General regarding the validity of the notification for intention to

declare Galathea Bay as Sanctuary. However, the Ministry is of the opinion

that the notification for intention to declare Galathea Bay as Sanctuary does

not lapse even though the rights have not been settled. Therefore, the Ministry

has decided to place the proposal before the Standing Committee to take a

decision  on  this  de-notification  proposal  of  Andaman  and  Nicobar

Administration.

 

Comments from the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) were sought and the

Director,  WII  has  opined  that  the  concerned  authorities  develop  and

implement  a  mitigation  plan  to  facilitate  leather  back  and  other  turtles  to

continuously nest for which the connectivity between the Galathea River and

the  Bay  should  be  ensured.  The  mitigation  plan  needs  to  be  developed

through  a  detailed  study  so  that  marine  turtles  continue  to  nest  on  the

beaches  near  the  Galathea  Bay  during  both  construction  as  well  as

operational phases of the International Shipment Project. 

 

The provisions of CRZ should be enforced in the area. The concerned

authorities  should  secure  and  conserve  all  other  important  turtles  nesting

areas of Andaman and Nicobar Islands with enhanced protection/conservation

measures  through  appropriate  legal/administrative  means  and  through  a

Management Plan.



 

Dr. Sukumar, Member opined that there should be a management plan

for conservation and nesting of Leatherback Turtles.  

 

Decision  Taken: After  discussions,  the  Standing  Committee  decided  to

recommend the  proposal  with  the  recommendations  of  WII,  CWLW and

directed  that  a  comprehensive  management  plan  may  be  prepared  and

followed by the Andaman and Nicobar Administration for conservation and

protection of Leatherback Turtles in Great Nicobar Islands along with the

Wildlife  Institute  of  India  and the  project  proponents.  The Andaman and

Nicobar Islands Administration shall bring more areas under conservation of

leatherback turtle.
  

AGENDA No. 4

 

60.4.1 Amendments in minutes of meeting of Standing Committee [File No. 6-

182/2017 WL(pt)]

The Member Secretary briefed the  Standing Committee and stated

that  the  proposal  for  diversion  of  13.27  ha  forestland  from Valmiki  Tiger

Reserve  for  construction  of  NH-28B  was  recommended  by  the  Standing

Committee in its 46th meeting held on 8th December, 2017 subject to the

conditions and mitigation  measures imposed by the State  Chief  Wild  Life

Warden and the NTCA. One of the conditions imposed by Chief Wild Life

Warden  while  recommending  the  proposal  was  that  the  traffic-  worthy

maintenance of the earlier used access road segment (approximately 5 km)

inside the sanctuary shall be limited to the extent of 2 years from the grant of

permission. However, work could not be carried out in the given period as

informed by the Chief Wild Life Warden and requested amendment in this

condition for permission to use the existing road for 2 more years.

 

The  State  Board  for  Wild  Life  recommended  the  proposal  in  its

meeting held on 13.08.2020 to extend the period for two years.

 

Decision  taken: After  discussion,  the  standing  committee  decided  to

recommend the proposal to extend the period for two years with a condition

that no further request for extension shall be entertained.

 

AGENDA No.5

(Fresh Proposals Falling Inside / Outside the Protected Area)

 

60.5.1 Proposal for diversion of 6.82 ha. of forestland in Kadapa Range in

Kadapa  Division  for  laying  of  16”  dia  VDPL  pipeline  route  from

Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh and Dharmapuri in Tamil Nadu passing
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/ PORT MANAGEMENT BOARD 

/ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS 

 

 

Document No: 5000/PMB/PL/2015 

 

Expression of Interest Document 

 for 

 

“Establishment of Transhipment Port & Free Trade Warehousing Zone in Andaman 

& Nicobar Islands” 

 

1. Project:   

The Port Management Board, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, intend to develop a 

Container Transshipment Terminal (CTT) with Free Trade Warehousing Zone 

(FTWZ) in Andaman & Nicobar Islands on Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode 

and as part of considerations to start a process to grant a concession agreement 

through competitive bidding for the same, PMB is looking to obtain expressions 

of interest from all possible operators.  

 

The EOI is expected to inter alia evaluate commercial viability and identify 

private developer with abilities to meet specific project requirements, check the 

willingness of the developers to invest in the proposed CTT project. 

 

2. Background:  

World over containers are being handled by a system of transshipment i.e. large 

container carriers are unloading the containers in a particular port 

(Transshipment Port) from where the containers are further shipped to the final 

destination ports by feeder vessels. Large containers carriers (mother ships) with 

deep draft are unable to call on smaller ports and therefore, take equatorial 

shipping lines (East to West or vice versa) and call on such transshipment ports 

and leave the containers to be picked up by feeder vessels to the smaller ports. 

Indian container terminals at JNP, Chennai, Kolkata and Cochin do not handle 

transhipment containers and handle containers with local O-D.  Accordingly, 

they handle the country’s requirements. The containers to Indian Sub Continent 
ports are therefore presently transhipped from Dubai, Colombo and Singapore. 

At present 65% of the 17,20,000 containers received at Singapore port are 

further transhipped to the ports in the Asian Region including Indian Ports. 

The advantage of Colombo and Singapore for container traffic is their geographic 

locations adjacent to the equatorial shipping line stretching from Gulf/Red Sea to 

the South - East China Sea.  

A look at the shipping routes for Asia-pacific & Atlantic Rim underlines the 

unique locational advantage that the Great Nicobar Islands possess. It is at 

nearest location embracing international sea route (East West Corridor) i.e. 
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Malacca straits and onwards which links Japan, South Korea, Hong-Kong, 

Malaysia Singapore on one side giving assess to Australia, New Zealand  on one 

side and outer routes towards Middle East.  

This sea route passing through South Bay Great Nicobar Island is one of the 

busiest routes with about 50000 ships per annum passing through Indian Ocean 

&Pacific Ocean via Malacca Strait. For developing countries like India, Indonesia 

and China, the Malacca strait is thus the gate way for Maritime Trade. The strait 

carries around one fifth to one quarter of the world sea trade. 

Most of the major ships carrying cargo between US-East Asia-Africa-Europe pass 

through Indian territorial waters.  Most of these ships terminate at Colombo, 

Singapore, Hong Kong. As such South Bay location has the potential to positively 

intervene as midway transhipment terminal. If India institutes a transhipment 

terminal at this location world shipping companies would take advantage by 

cutting short their travel distance to south bay and other countries will pick-

up/dispatch their containers to South Bay. 

A Techno economic feasibility study for development of Free Port in A&N Island 

was conducted by Trade Development authority during 1970. They submitted 

the report in two volumes during February 1975, and concluded that South bay 

in Great Nicobar Island as the most promising location for development of free 

port in A&N Islands. Keeping in view of the opportunity available Techno 

economic feasibility for creating CTT at South Bay, Great Nicobar island, was 

studied by M/s WAPCOS, New Delhi. The entire studies / investigations were 

carried out during 2009 & 2010 and final report was submitted on 9th 

November’ 2010.   

3. Scope:   

Although hinterland is limited to the land boundary of Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands, the proposed CTT is intended to be a common user container 

transshipment terminal with FTWZ, which will distribute cargo to the region, 

including the East Coast of India and other neighboring countries, as well as 

providing services for the repositioning of empty containers and handling local 

cargo; and to operate as logistics hub. The Container Transshipment Terminal 

will serve competitively, non-exclusively and efficiently, all interested carriers 

and all routes, particularly vessels carrying cargo from littoral countries of India 

Ocean, West Coast, Europe, US etc and shall be capable to handle New Panmax 

vessels carrying 14000 TEUs.    

The development of CTT is planned to be granted through an award of a 30-year 

concession agreement to develop, design, finance, construct, operate and 

maintain the container terminal, with an option to extend it for an additional 30 

year period, at the discretion of the Port Management Board, A & N Islands.    

In order to get benefit of the geographical location of the A&N Islands a CTT with 

FTWZ is proposed to be developed at Great Nicobar Islands (Annexure B) 
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CTT with FTWZ at South Bay in Great Nicobar Islands 

The South Bay proposed for creation of transhipment port facilities is located in 

the Great Nicobar Island of Andaman & Nicobar Islands (A & N Islands) of India 

at latitude 6047’ N and longitude 93051’ E. The project site is strategically 
located equidistant from Colombo, Port Klang and Singapore and is also very 

close to the East – West international shipping corridor. The proposed site has 

potential for more than 20m depth for handling 18 m draft ships with 16000-

18500 TEU Carrying capacity.  
 

The proposed site is endowed with natural depth of 20 m as close as one 

Nautical Mile from the sea coast. As may be appreciated, due to natural depth 

availability, the site needs minimal capital dredging requirements and thus low 

costs (as compared to the any other port in India within a reasonable distance 

from the East-West Shipping axis). The proposed site has minimal Littoral drift 

and as such would hardly require any maintenance dredging during the years of 

operation. This will result in low O&M Costs. The proposed site is away from 

mainland / urban / city limits, and thus can be master planned and shaped by 

the professional and experienced developers as per their own efficient designs 

and needs. 
 

This site can be developed in two (2) phases, where the first phase will include a 

breakwater and berth able to accommodate up to Two (2) New Panmax 

container ships simultaneously, a container yard to match the capacity,  

buildings and operational facilities, and any other operational infrastructure, 

container handling cranes, services, utilities, lighting, signalling, appurtenances, 

shops, together with such equipment and systems as are required for the 

efficient and safe operation of the berth and container yard.  
 

The second phase to include an additional berth to accommodate up to two (2) 

additional New Panmax and two Post Panmax ships simultaneously, a container 

yard, gates, buildings and operational facilities, and any other operational 

infrastructure, services, utilities, lighting, signalling, appurtenances, shops, 

together with such equipment and systems required for the efficient and safe 

operation of the berth and container yard.  
 

Upon completion of the second phase, the CTT with FTWZ shall be able to 

handle Four (4) additional ULCC container ships simultaneously. 
 

Ample backup land for CTT with FTWZ is available in form of forest land without 

any rehabilitation & relief issues. The diversion of required forest land for the 

project shall be processed by the A&N Administration and all clearances shall be 

obtained before proceeding to signing of concession agreement.  
 

The Galathia river, a natural fresh water source, flowing to the South Bay can be 

tapped to meet fresh water requirement of the project. The nearest airstrip is 

about 10 nautical mile from the project site.  

 

 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































