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Report from Vikalp Sangam, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, held in Feb 2015

VIKALP SANGAM OFFERS VISIONS OF HOPE
Gathering of Tamil Nadu groups near Madurai

The Vikalp Sangam held near Madurai recently, was a rejuvenating and recharging experience for folk who
have worked on development issues for decades. The difference was, this was not merely another talk
shop. Ashish Kothari of Kalpavriksh, a founding person behind the series of gatherings for 'Another world is
possible’, outlined the fact that everyone present knows that we are slowly but surely destroying the earth
and creating more and more inequalities. The question is what can we do about it. The inspiring part was
the many, many people who are doing something concrete and positive to save the planet, who told their
inspirational stories.

This was not a place for arm-chair activists to hold forth on the problems of the world. Here, we listened to a
multitude of people, young and old, who have done years of conservation work to green the earth. To feed
us with healthy organic grains and vegetables, to reforest arid lands and to bring back valuable ancient
wisdom, so the younger generation can continue the work begun by iconic people like Nammalwar, founder
of the biggest organic farmers' movement in Tamilnadu.

There were representatives from other sectors too. Shankari a transgender activist and Shakthi, working to
create space for and fight for the rights of sexual minorities. Rajiv Rajan a remarkable young man with
cerebral palsy,, fighting for persons with a disability. Health professionals like Vaidyas Raveendran and
Unnikrishnan, performing miracles everyday, through ayurveda. And Dr.Regi George who after 10 years as
a doctor in Sittlingi, Dharmapuri, turned to organic millets to have a real impact on infant and maternal
mortality.

Elango Rangasamy, working at grassroots on strengthening local economies, has drawn many young
followers like a magnet. Elango gave up a Chennai central government job to work on local governance in
his village, Kuthambakkam. He contested panchyat elections, to win 2 successive terms. His pioneering
model of Sustainable Rural Internal Economy led him to found the Panchayat academy. He held his
audience spell bound as he told his story of economic transformation.

The range of people was truly remarkable. There were young urbanites spreading the message about
organic food. ReStore began in Chennai and has dynamic young people running it, linking farmers with
urban buyers. Sangeetha, young multi-tasking, efficient co- founder of ReStore tells a compelling story. It
was a meeting full of promise.

When one sees a young man Parameshwaran, who after getting an aeronautical engineering degree, opts
to spread the organic farming message, one feels a surge of hope. Parameshwaran convinces us that 33
cents of land can feed a family of four. What's more, this is his livelihood as well as his mission and his
passion. There were several older men based in rural Tamilnadu who have quietly, without fanfare,
transformed their villages and spread the message of greening the earth. One could write a book about
them.
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The linking together of practictioners, young and old, experienced and new, is what rejuvenates and holds
out the promise of hope. There were Nilgiris adivasis working to implement the Forests Rights Act. Besides
drawing the entire crowd to dance and sing to their irresistible drumbeat, they educated PhD holders about
the letter and spirit of the Forest Rights Act. A reversal of roles indeed.

Just Change, a rivetting alternative economic idea linking together producers, consumers and for the first
time, ethical investors, attracted many young people to its session.

The intention of the Vikalp Sangam was to bring together stories of hope from different sectors. The main
themes centred around politics, economics, democracy, social justice, culture, knowledge and diversity
and ecological sustainability. The discussions focussed on these pillars for a future, saner society.

Perhaps, the proof of the meeting's energizing effect was best expressed by Dr.Regi George and Vaidya
Raveendran. Both arrived tentatively, wondering what this was all about. Both left energised and pleased
they had come to listen and be heard. Everyone left with hope in their hearts, for a saner, safer, better
world. They decided it was imperative to continue the process with a series of local confluences across
Tamil Nadu, bringing in people from many other sectors also to work together for such a world.

You might also like:

¢ Coming of Age -- the Organic Community of India
e Transcript of Many Securities talk by P Sainath

e The Decline and Fall of the American Empire

¢ Toastmasters Videos!

Linkwithin
Posted by Nikhil V.J 8+1 Recommend this on Google
Labels: environment
No comments:
Post a Comment
Newer Post Home Older Post

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/report-from-vikalp-sangam-madurai-tamil.html

22/03/15 2:30 pm

Vikalp Sangam

8+1 <5

SEARCH THIS BLOG

( SearckL\

Subscribe to this blog by email:
[email address

| Subscribe |

FRIENDS' BLOGS

Oomphh

The Freedom Walker
Sakhi's Pensieve

Khojis' blog

Soul Spaces

love, fresh air and sunshine
Simple Choices
Swashikshan

Mahiti Adhikar (Right to
Information)

Mirror

Armazine

My Photo Albums on Picasa
Swashikshan

VISITORS

- !
(65 ClustrMaps®

Click to see

LABELS

how to (22) love (10) noble cause
(1) peace (8) peer-to-peer (3)
philosophy (29) photos (1) poem

) pOlitiCS (105) pollution
(1) quotes (1) relationship (2) religion
(5) science (1) social (4) speech (3)
technology (35) ted (1) thoughts
(1) toastmasters (3) video (9) women
(3) youtube (2)

INDIBLOGGER

Indi-llectual
indiblogger.in

Page 2 of 5


http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/why-you-should-support-forced.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/coming-of-age-organic-community-of-india.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.com/feeds/7854090757109281591/comments/default
https://plus.google.com/105268327219829599996
http://www.blogger.com/email-post.g?blogID=2533883562676377389&postID=7854090757109281591
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search/label/environment
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.com/2015/03/coming-of-age-organic-community-of-india.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.com/2012/10/transcript-of-many-securities-talk-by-p.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.com/2010/12/decline-and-fall-of-american-empire.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.com/2009/07/toastmasters-videos.html
http://www.linkwithin.com/learn?ref=widget
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2533883562676377389&postID=7854090757109281591&target=email
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2533883562676377389&postID=7854090757109281591&target=blog
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2533883562676377389&postID=7854090757109281591&target=twitter
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2533883562676377389&postID=7854090757109281591&target=facebook
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=2533883562676377389&postID=7854090757109281591&target=pinterest
http://www.blogger.com/comment.g?blogID=2533883562676377389&postID=7854090757109281591
http://www.linkwithin.com/
http://www.vikalpsangam.org/
http://oomphh.wordpress.com/
https://thefreedomwalker.wordpress.com/
https://sakhipensieve.wordpress.com/
http://khojis.wordpress.com/
http://soulcarnivalforwomen.blogspot.in/
http://sangeethasriram.blogspot.in/
http://devandhema.blogspot.in/
http://homeschoolers.in/
http://mahitiadhikar.blogspot.com/
http://aditionly.blogspot.com/
http://blog.armazine.com/
http://picasaweb.google.com/nikhil.js
http://homeschoolers.in/
http://www3.clustrmaps.com/counter/maps.php?url=http://nikhilseth.blogspot.com
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search/label/how%20to
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search/label/love
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search/label/peace
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search/label/philosophy
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search/label/poem
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search/label/politics
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search/label/technology
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search/label/video
http://www.indiblogger.in/

Blog Trek, the next generation: Report from Vikalp Sangam, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, held in Feb 2015

http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03 /report-from-vikalp-sangam-madurai-tamil.html

22/03/15 2:30 pm

ARCHIVES
V¥ 2015 (55)
¥V March 2015 (19)

Infographic: Toys from
Trash

Kisan MahaPanchayat in
Delhi, memorandum to
PM ful...

Did you know that
Monsanto doesn't allow
independe...

Up in arms over the
#beefban? Here's
something you...

Rodale Institute's report on
side-by-side conventi...

Documentary on rape issue
that I feel is much bett...

Which kind of patriot do you
choose to be?

Tagore's Sriniketan
Experiment

Call from Delhi govt for
suggestions on public
WiF...

Read "The Moneyless
Manifesto" by Mark Boyle
onlin...

Spirit Science : animated
video series

Why you should support
forced vaccinations

Report from Vikalp Sangam,
Madurai, Tamil Nadu,
he...

Coming of Age -- the
Organic Community of
India

A post-party politics and
post-party democracy

Informal report on Jan
Sabhas conducted in
Pimpri-...

Interesting links for
February 2015 - #AAP
related...

Interesting links for
February 2015

Can AAP supporters move
beyond single-person
polit...

» February 2015 (18)
» January 2015 (18)

2014 (234)
2013 (155)
2012 (53)
2011 (68)
2010 (81)
2009 (17)
2008 (6)

vVVvyVvy Vv Vvyy

Page 3 of 5


javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search?updated-min=2015-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&updated-max=2016-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015_03_01_archive.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/infographic-toys-from-trash.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/kisan-mahapanchayat-in-delhi-memorandum.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/did-you-know-that-monsanto-doesnt-allow.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/up-in-arms-over-beefban-heres-something.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/rodale-institutes-report-on-side-by.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/documentary-on-rape-issue-that-i-feel.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/which-kind-of-patriot-do-you-choose-to.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/tagores-sriniketan-experiment.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/call-from-delhi-govt-for-suggestions-on.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/read-moneyless-manifesto-by-mark-boyle.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/spirit-science-animated-video-series.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/why-you-should-support-forced.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/report-from-vikalp-sangam-madurai-tamil.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/coming-of-age-organic-community-of-india.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/a-post-party-politics-and-post-party.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/informal-report-on-jan-sabhas-conducted.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/interesting-links-for-february-2015-aap.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/interesting-links-for-february-2015.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/can-aap-supporters-move-beyond-single.html
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015_02_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015_01_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search?updated-min=2014-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&updated-max=2015-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search?updated-min=2013-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&updated-max=2014-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search?updated-min=2012-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&updated-max=2013-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search?updated-min=2011-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&updated-max=2012-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search?updated-min=2010-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&updated-max=2011-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search?updated-min=2009-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&updated-max=2010-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&max-results=17
javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search?updated-min=2008-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&updated-max=2009-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&max-results=6

Blog Trek, the next generation: Report from Vikalp Sangam, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, held in Feb 2015

Blog Trek, the Next Generation is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.

Nikhil VJ

Add to circles

"

| RO
SeDEE

194 have me in circles View all

FOLLOWERS

Join this site
with Google Friend Connect

Members (15)

P B N
e FNEARD
2

Already a member? Sign in

POPULAR POSTS

Can AAP supporters move beyond single-
person politics?

Don't know how relevant this may seem,
especially coming from a chronically inactive
AAP supporter, but here goes: Laying out my
basi...

Interesting links for February 2015

Huge number of AAP-related links for Feb
2015... am separating them out in a separate
post.
http://thinkalittletoday.blogspot.in/2013/06/.

Read "The Moneyless Manifesto" by Mark
Boyle online, or download
http://www.moneylessmanifesto.org/why-
free/ Another place to read it at, or download
pdf: http://issuu.com/walktoitaca/docs/the-
moneyless-ma...

A brief problems-only history of post-
independence India

1. Fossil-fuel dependent farming (termed
Green Revolution) gets pushed onto the
country's farmers in a big way. The country
starts incu...

My resignation letter when leaving my
corporate job in 2010

Holy crap, I just came across my resignation
letter for leaving TCS, back in 2010. NO, there
wasn't any controversy here! The stuff I...

Using BYTubeD in Firefox to

: = download lots of videos from
= . Youtube
= : 1. Use Firefox web browser. ( get

the portable version here ) 2. Go
here:
http://msram.github.io/bytubed/2013/02/11/
new-development-vers...

India’s male-female ratio crisis
and an out of the box soution

Pre-requisite: please first watch
the Satyamev Jayate episode on
female foeticide that aired on 6th
May prior to reading this. The link wil...

- Coming of Age -- the Organic
Community of India

ey Coming of Age: the Organic
- Community of India

Bharat Mansata The larg...

Changing profile/index location for Kiwix on
Windows

Quick primer : Go to
http://tinyurl.com/WFSOE Changing profile /
index location for Kiwix on Windows. This can
also be taken as a guide fo...

Greece’s Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis :
Somebody give this man a Nobel prize!

http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03 /report-from-vikalp-sangam-madurai-tamil.html

22/03/15 2:30 pm

» 2007 (18)

TOTAL PAGEVIEWS

sk 169,011

PUSHING THE EDGES OF SCIENCE

@ FreeEnergyNews

12/28 Self-running N
QMoGen - EVIVA Demo 3 --
4.3 kW

12/25 Miscellaneous Key
Free Energy News
12/24 Dicken's
Magnesium-Water-Copper
Battery
12/21 Sterling resigning
from NEST, NEM, and NEC
12/20 SHT dedicated to
keeping U.S. dominant
12/19 Kanarev on Russia's
leadership in integrating
Physics and Chemistry
12/17 Heading home
12/15 University of
Manchester Introduces
Graphene as a Proton
Filter
12/14 Geoffrey Miller /
Energybat Labs on brink
of eviction and success
12/14 Update from Ismael
Aviso

Powered by Feed Informer

PESWiki - AltEnergy

Get this box!

SUBSCRIBE TO THIS BLOG

EJ Posts v

£ Comments v

Page 4 of 5


javascript:void(0)
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/search?updated-min=2007-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&updated-max=2008-01-01T00:00:00%2B05:30&max-results=18
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en_US
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en_US
https://plus.google.com/105268327219829599996
https://plus.google.com/110686729740928778391
https://plus.google.com/114102093403516224516
https://plus.google.com/106077587106786010587
https://plus.google.com/117457893639304490757
https://plus.google.com/+PrahladPatel_MJMC
https://plus.google.com/102360582405563354873
https://plus.google.com/117066170201663507484
https://plus.google.com/106536195390490709929
https://plus.google.com/112404745086789195802
https://plus.google.com/+SurbhiBhagat
https://plus.google.com/104391091043651230819
https://plus.google.com/113923112642259300872
https://plus.google.com/114286758461426740927
https://plus.google.com/102529453219279962478
https://plus.google.com/118379335215088927533
https://plus.google.com/106768710335856781315
https://plus.google.com/116213765009012355645
https://plus.google.com/113470267075599842136
https://plus.google.com/103691130953616201554
https://plus.google.com/100277136581107633091
https://plus.google.com/105268327219829599996/op/followers
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2012/06/using-bytubed-in-firefox-to-download.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2012/05/indias-male-female-ratio-crisis-and-out.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/coming-of-age-organic-community-of-india.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/can-aap-supporters-move-beyond-single.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/interesting-links-for-february-2015.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/read-moneyless-manifesto-by-mark-boyle.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2014/02/a-brief-problems-only-history-of-post.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2014/03/my-resignation-letter-when-leaving-my.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2012/06/using-bytubed-in-firefox-to-download.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2012/05/indias-male-female-ratio-crisis-and-out.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/coming-of-age-organic-community-of-india.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2011/02/changing-profileindex-location-for.html
http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/02/greeces-finance-minister-yanis.html
http://peswiki.com/energy/News
http://peswiki.com/index.php/Free_Energy_Blog:2014:12:28#Self-running_QMoGen_-_EVIVA_Demo_3_--_4.3_kW
http://pesn.com/2014/12/25/9602587_Miscellaneous-Key-FE-News/
http://peswiki.com/index.php/OS:Stephen_Dickens_Magnesium-Water-Copper_Battery
http://pesn.com//2014/12/21/9602586_Sterling-Resigning-from-NEST/
http://pesn.com/2014/12/20/9602585_SHT-dedicated-to-keeping-US-dominant/
http://pesn.com/2014/12/19/9602585_Professor-Kanarev_on_Russias_leadership_in_Physics-and-Chemistry-integration/
http://pesn.com/2014/12/17/9602584_Heading-home/
http://peswiki.com/index.php/Directory:Graphene_as_a_Proton_Filter
http://pesn.com/2014/12/14/9602583_Geoffrey-Miller_on_brink_of_eviction-and-success/
http://pesn.com/2014/12/14/9602582_Update-from-Ismael-Aviso/
http://feed.informer.com/
http://peswiki.com/
http://www.alternative-energy-news.info/
http://www.aeoogle.com/code/partner-fen.php

Blog Trek, the next generation: Report from Vikalp Sangam, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, held in Feb 2015 22/03/15 2:30 pm

Greece's Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis :
Somebody give this man a Nobel prize!
http://www.4thmedia.org/2015/02/greece-
proposing-aus...

All posts published for free and open use - feel free to copy, quote, share, whatever.. Picture Window template. Powered by Blogger.

http://nikhilsheth.blogspot.in/2015/03/report-from-vikalp-sangam-madurai-tamil.html Page 5 of 5


http://www.blogger.com/

